
  

Sermon Title: “Cloud-based meeting”    

November 8th, 2020 – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen.    

 The folks over at Disney have decided to remake the movie, The Right Stuff, into a new show on 
Disney+ in partnership with Warner Bros.  Anybody else watching it?  The show depicts the early days of 
NASA, and the preparation for the Mercury 7 astronauts.  It is quite different in the portrayals of the 
Mercury 7 astronauts than the original movie or the book it was based upon, including the many times 
many of those men, except future Senator John Glenn, were unfaithful to their wives.  Setting all of that 
aside, it was a tremendous feat that these men accomplished, followed by the Gemini program, and of 
course the Apollo program, where Gus Grissom died on the launchpad for Apollo 1.  I don’t know if its 
true or not, but I’ve heard that your smartphone has more computing power than did the Saturn V 
Rocket.   

 While I was too young to remember the excitement of the Apollo program, but I do remember 
the start of the Space Shuttle program.  It just didn’t seem to carry the same excitement and support 
that Apollo enjoyed, but I also remember getting my first computer when I was very young, a 
Commodore Vic 20.  It took cartridges and a floppy disk drive.  Then I got a Tandy 1000, then a Pentium 
Processor, experiencing “Windows” for the first time.  I have upgraded my computer several times since 
then, but do you remember how transformative it was to get a computer that was hooked up to the 
Internet?  All of a sudden, we could connect with people all over the world in a way that we never could 
before.  In the past decade, as smartphones have become more popular and more capable, the move 
from desktop computing to mobile computing has shown tremendous growth.  One of the big things 
driving this trend is “cloud-based storage.”  While some storage is free, usually the user pays a fee for 
offsite storage accessible from both computers and smartphones in a secure method.  It’s a great way to 
store family photos or important documents as the storage has great security and is regularly backed up 



  

so your important data won’t be lost, even if your house goes up in flames, like what happened to a 
couple of my employees this week.  Luckily, they were ok.   

 This cloud-based storage can be a metaphor for our text today.  The Apostle Paul is writing his 
first letters to the Church in Thessalonica, a town in what is now Greece, from Corinth.  1st and 2nd 
Thessalonians are believed to be Paul’s earliest epistles.  2nd Thessalonians was believed to have been 
written first, but is less prominent than 1st Thessalonians, which is why they are in the current order.  At 
this point in Paul’s Ministry, his main target is the Jewish Diaspora first, and then the Greeks second.  
Paul is trying to address the “What happens when I die?” question to a very diverse audience.  Some 
Jewish sects believed in an afterlife, like the Pharisees, and the some did not, like the Sadducees.  
Generally, the Greeks believed in some kind of afterlife, but their beliefs varied greatly.   

 So, Paul is trying to bring these diverse groups of Christians together and to provide them some 
reassurance of those who have died in Christ. Most 1st Century Christians believed that Jesus would 
return within their lifetimes.  As bad as Coronavirus has been for us this year, it doesn’t hold a candle to 
public health in the 1st Century.  While the rich had access to decent health care for the time, the vast 
majority did not.  Disease was rampant, infant and child mortality were high, and life expectancies were 
low.  For a 1st Century Christian, death was all too common.  Like us, Christians back then were very 
concerned about what happens to our loved ones when they die, and what will happen to us, too.  We 
know that Jesus is coming “soon” for us, but they were concerned that those who died missed Jesus’ 
return.  Paul wants to reassure the Thessalonians, and us that those who have died in the faith have not 
been forgotten by Jesus and will rise again when Jesus returns.  At that time, all the faithful will be risen 
and meet Jesus in the Cloud.   

 I suppose that the Cloud analogy is great one for Jesus.  While He has already ascended to 
Heaven, Jesus is accessible from anywhere and He is with us.  No matter where we are, we are 
connected to Him.  Nothing can cut that connection to Jesus.  Not death, not persecution, not 
pestilence, not a poor internet connection.  Jesus is coming “soon,” so take heart in that.  Because of 
this, we can look past death to the certain hope that is Jesus.  Jesus died on the Cross and rose from the 
dead, to prove that what He says is reliable. 

 Just like your pictures and files in the “Cloud,” you can share that hope with a world that has no 
hope.  While many people in North America, claim to be “Spiritual,” we are finding a lot of beliefs, many 
not very well defined, and even sometimes contradictory.  When a loved one dies, people are quick to 
focus on the negative, then move onto the assumption, “He’s a good person.  I know he’s in Heaven.”  
Well, I’m sure his or her friend did some wonderful things in this life, but there are also some things, the 
deceased would have rather not done or let anyone know about it.  Remember the Right Stuff, I 
mentioned at the beginning?  Those astronauts did some amazing things, but now that all of them have 
died, we learn about some of the things they regretted.  So, why take a chance on you being “good 



  

enough?”  Wouldn’t you rather go for the “sure thing” in Jesus?  We know Jesus was “Good Enough,” 
and it’s Him that decides.  Again, why take a chance?  I’d rather know I’m going to Heaven because Jesus 
promised me that He’s coming to get me when the time is right.   

 So, how do we help our non-believing friends move from their grief and their vague “spirituality” 
to a certain faith in Christ Jesus?  First of all, listen to them.  Pray that the Holy Spirit gives you the ears to 
hear and the words to say.  You can’t shout or argue your way into a conversion.  Be a friend and set an 
example to follow.  You must do those first before you will gain any credibility in their eyes.  Give them 
your undivided attention.  Is there anything that they need? 

 Let them talk about what they believe and then guide the discussion.  Find commonalities and 
explain differences in the most non-threatening manner possible.  Use language that they can 
understand but be prepared to define your terms as they may have a different definition for similar 
terms.  Example, Mormons use many of the same terms as Christians, but define those terms very 
differently.  Be that friend and share that hope. 

 Cloud storage and Internet access have become so common now, we often take it for granted 
that we always have access to it.  It makes we wonder, if we have done the same with our faith?  While 
we always have access to Jesus, but do we take that connection for granted?  If so, maybe it’s time to 
make some changes.  I think for many of us, we did take this gathering here for worship for granted.  
Then Coronavirus forced us to meet online.  While the technology wasn’t perfect and it wasn’t the same 
as gathering physically, those online services helped us through some dark times.  It also taught us a new 
way of sharing hope with others.  God is always prodding us, teaching us, and leading us, so look for His 
lead.   

 In the last 70 years, we have seen how far technology has come and we’ve seen some amazing 
things.  God has blessed us with these technological gifts because He wants us to use them to reach His 
lost sheep.  He does this because He is coming soon, and He wants to meet all of us in the Cloud.  Jesus 
has The Right Stuff, and because of His death and resurrection, we do too.   Listen for His call and 
encourage others to do the same.   

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 

Timothy Quindt,  
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Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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