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Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen.
While I have been enjoying our sermon series and have found it valuable, I, feel we should return to the lectionary and, given our recent situation, our Old Testament Lesson spoke volumes to me.  
In these last two weeks we have experienced so much change.  We have had personnel changes, seasonal change (sorry allergy sufferers), and now, with the quarantine rules imposed by the government, some of our most fundamental rights of peaceful assembly and of religion are now restricted, something that we have enjoyed for over 225 years, and perhaps we have taken them for granted.  If you can remember back to Transfiguration Sunday, a month ago, who would have even imagined our current reality.  Now, those problems that seemed so important then seem so trivial and minuscule to our current reality.  Our current reality is just a small taste of what our brothers and Sisters in the persecuted church endure on a daily basis.  They endure it because of a hostile government. 


2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) in Washington
Updated on March 21, 2020 at 3:00 p.m.

WASHINGTON STATE DOH

| Number of Individuals Tested
County Positive/Confirmed Cases Deaths
Benton 7 2
Chelan 3 0
Clallam 2 0
Clark 9 3
Columbia I 0
Cowlitz 2 0
Franklin 2 0
Grant A I
Grays Harbor | 0
Island 19 |
Jefferson 4 0
King 934 74
Kitsap 15 0
Kittitas 4 0
Klickitat 4 0
Lewis 2 0
Lincoln | 0
Mason I 0
Pierce 95 I
San Juan | 0
Skagit 28 0
Snohomish 447 10
Spokane 16 0
Stevens | 0
Thurston 9 0
Whatcom 14 2
Yakima 13 0
Unassigned 147

Total 1793 94
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For us, I, think, the government is taking these drastic actions in an effort to slow the spread of a communicable and deadly disease that has infected as of 3:00 pm yesterday 1793 people and killed 94 in our state according to the Washington State Department of Health.  Please keep the families in your prayers.

https://www.bfhd.wa.gov/
https://cdhd.wa.gov/
http://www.clallam.net/hhs/PublicHealth/
https://www.clark.wa.gov/public-health
http://www.columbiaco.com/index.aspx?nid=18
http://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/205/Health-Human-Services
https://www.bfhd.wa.gov/
http://granthealth.org/
http://www.healthygh.org/covid19
https://www.islandcountywa.gov/health/Pages/Home.aspx
https://www.jeffersoncountypublichealth.org/202/Public-Health
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health.aspx
https://kitsappublichealth.org/
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/health/
http://klickitatcounty.org/289/Public-Health/
https://lewiscountywa.gov/departments/public-health/
https://www.co.lincoln.wa.us/public-health/
https://www.co.mason.wa.us/health/index.php/
https://www.tpchd.org/
https://www.sanjuanco.com/378/Health-Community-Services
https://www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/HealthDiseases/coronavirus.htm
http://www.snohd.org/
https://srhd.org/
https://www.netchd.org/
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/phss/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/3329/Novel-Coronavirus-COVID-19
https://www.yakimacounty.us/2323/Human-Coronavirus
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Our author today was no stranger to hardship.  Isaiah had to contend with an Israel that routinely failed to worship God, instead falling into sin and idolatry.  Sounds a lot like our times too, doesn’t it?  While people in Isaiah’s day worshiped idols made of metal, today people worship their stuff or themselves, and in both times, we don’t give God his due, do we?
I think our text for today is as timely today as it was for Isaiah's original audience.  God reminds us that He has been extremely patient with us, but like a woman's labor pains, He is going to cry out.  In other words, we are going to hear from God.  Jesus is coming and He’s going to track down the blind and turn the darkness of their lives into light.  God promises that He will never forsake us because that’s what He does.  



JOHN 9

Jesus Heals a man born blind
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Now where else in Scripture to we see similar language?  That’s right.  John spends a great deal of time in His writings talking about how Jesus brings light to the darkness, the fulfillment of Isaiah’s text.  And our Gospel lesson is a prime example of this where Jesus heals a blind beggar and he is the one who lectures the very people who should have recognized Jesus as the promised Messiah, the one that Isaiah spends so much time talking about.  Instead, this uneducated beggar recognizes Jesus for who He is, and the educated elite can’t see what’s right in front of their faces.


ISAIAH 42:16-17

“léfAnd I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that
they have not known | will guide them. I will turn the darkness before
them into light, éthe rough places into level ground. These are the things |
do, and | do not forsake them. '""They are turned back and utterly put to
shame, who trust in carved ‘idols, who say to metal images, ‘You are our
gods.”” - Various Authors.The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing
House. Kindle Edition.
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Isaiah is often known as “the 5th Gospel” because it tells us so much about Jesus and all of the promises of grace and mercy that God will bring to His people through Jesus.  Let’s look at verses 16 & 17.  “16fAnd I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, gthe rough places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. 17hThey are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved iidols, who say to metal images, ‘You are our gods.’” - Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition.
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What do these verses mean and what do they mean for us?  God is sending Jesus to lead people who don’t know Him very well and He will guide them in unfamiliar ways.  We saw this with the early Christian Church where Jewish Christians had to get out of their comfort zone and share the Gospel with their Gentile neighbors.  These Christians took advantage of a great Roman transportation system to share the Gospel with people far and wide.  God replaced belief systems of works righteousness with a belief system that said Jesus already did the work for you.  All you had to do was believe in Him.  Notice how the text says that God is doing the work, not us.  This is significant.  
Then the text goes on to talk about the faithless.  Within 300 years of Jesus’ ascension into Heaven, the old Greco-Roman pagan religion was in disarray and those pagan temples were in disrepair.  Constantine then diverted the remaining government funding for those temples and turned it over to the Church.  Despite 300 years of government persecution, the Christian Church outlasted the pagans.  Last time I checked the Church is still around and the Roman Empire is in the history books. 


ISAIAH 42:16-17

“léfAnd I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that
they have not known | will guide them. I will turn the darkness before
them into light, éthe rough places into level ground. These are the things |
do, and | do not forsake them. '""They are turned back and utterly put to
shame, who trust in carved ‘idols, who say to metal images, ‘You are our
gods.”” - Various Authors.The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing
House. Kindle Edition.
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So, what does this text say about us and our current situation?  I know that this is difficult and less than ideal that we are having to meet online, and our freedoms are severely curtailed at the moment.  There is a lot of speculation that Governor Inslee will restrict those freedoms even more within the next couple of days.  This situation has many of us asking, “How did this ever happen here?”  “Why is this happening to us?”  “Is God punishing us?”  “When will this end?”  Well, listen to God’s Answer, “16fAnd I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, gthe rough places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. 17hThey are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved iidols, who say to metal images, ‘You are our gods.’” - Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition.


GOD LEADS US DOWN
UNFAMILIAR PATHS
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Even though we couldn’t see it, God was leading us down new paths that we couldn’t see.  How many of us envisioned meeting online for worship even a couple of weeks ago?  Why do you think He might be doing this?  While this format is not what we prefer, it does allow our shut-ins to participate in corporate worship if they so choose and we even have the ability to reach people we wouldn’t normally be able to reach.  Think about it.  While you might invite someone to church, that person may not feel comfortable entering the building, but may feel more comfortable joining an online service where they are in a comfortable place.  God is promising to turn the darkness of these days into light, and He will.  We just have to be willing to be alert to what God is doing in our lives.


COVID-19
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With all of this “social distancing” going on, it’s easy to let our concerns about contracting COVID-19 get in the way of the love and caring fellowship we should be showing each other and the world at large.  It is easy to look at each other as if the other person is somehow the disease.  While I understand that this is a serious disease and the risk of death goes up significantly for those of us over 60, particularly with underlying health conditions, and I understand that nobody wants to get sick, I still have to ask the question, how would Jesus have us respond?  How is God using us to lead the blind back to Him?  How is Jesus using us to turn the darkness of this situation into light?  
So many people are already scared, lonely, and depressed.  And this thing is just getting started.  We have a tremendous opportunity to reach people we wouldn’t normally talk to, because they are not in our usual “Church circle.”  We were forced to adapt how we get together and communicate.  God is opening new doors and this pandemic is preparing hearts to receive Him.  We just have to open our eyes to see it.


WHERE IS GOD SENDING
YOU!?
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Sooner or later, you’re going to need to make a toilet paper/grocery run or have a medical appointment.  Does everyone have enough toilet paper?  I’ve never in my life seen adults so excited to get their hands on some toilet paper.  These are excellent opportunities to bring light to a dark world.  Let them know that you’re scared too and that you’ve been praying for an end to this.  See where the conversation leads you, and maybe give them a roll or two, or share some hand sanitizer.  Remember, God will do the heavy lifting.  You can even do this from six feet away or standing in line at your local Costco.


3.056 deaths
)THING NEW TO US

827 de
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Pandemics are nothing new to the Christian.  God has sent His Church into some of history’s worst places, and he still does.  From the Black Death, to the 1918 Spanish Flu, to Ebola, and now Covid-19, Christians were some of the first boots on the ground bringing relief to those who needed it.  Did we pay a high price?  Yes, we did, but remember, Isaiah’s Savior paid a higher price when your sin and mine were nailed to the Cross to redeem us because God doesn’t forsake us.  
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We are going to get through this very painful experience together.  In the past few weeks, we spend a great deal of time talking about how we have to get through the pain in order to experience real pleasure.  Think of the joy it will be to come together in person and worship again.  I don’t know if it will be Easter, but I’m hoping that by the time Pentecost comes, we’ll be able to come together once again.  And I bet you, we won’t take our religious liberties for granted again.  I bet you others won’t either.  I bet you we’ll see some folks we haven’t seen in a while and see some new folks.  How sweet will that be?  
	In Jesus name,
	Amen.
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