
  

Sermon Title: “The Elephant in the Room, Part 3”    

September 27th, 2020 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Text: Philippians 2:1-18 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen.    

 Have you ever been in a situation where you felt that someone was taking advantage of 
you?  How did you handle it?  Have you ever been blindsided by an accusation that you took 
advantage of someone else and somehow cheated them?  How did you respond to that one?  
Both of these situations can be kind of a minefield when trying to navigate your way through 
them in a Christ-like manner, but I think Paul shows us a way. 

 Paul, writes his letter to the Philippian Church from prison, likely in Rome around 61 or 
62 AD.  Timothy is at his side caring for him.    As Paul’s tone is a little more upbeat than his 
other prison epistles, this is likely his appeal to Caesar and he is waiting for his accusers to show 
up in Rome before Caesar.  They have a year to show up or the case will be dismissed, and Paul 
knows that the Sanhedrin will not make the trip to Rome.  While Paul is in prison, he shares the 
faith with the Praetorium Guard, spreading the faith to the imperial household.  Nero likely 
released him in 62 AD, and then arrested Peter and Paul following the Roman Fire in 64 AD. 

 So, Paul pens this letter to the Church in Philippi and tells them to be humble.  This is 
rather interesting considering that most of the people living in Philippi had Roman Citizenship 
and were retired high-ranking military officers.  You wouldn’t think of retired Colonels, Generals, 
and Admirals to be the most humble people, but in this case they were some of the most 
generous and humble people Paul met on his missionary journeys.  They knew how to serve 
with honor and humility.  It is to these folks that Paul writes, 

“5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, 

taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, 



  

he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 

name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 In other words, we see the two natures of Christ, Divine and man, and how Christ 
humbly went to the Cross and died for our sins.  Due to Christ’s sacrifice and resurrection, God 
raised him from the dead, and Jesus is now the greatest in heaven.  Every knee will eventually 
bow to Jesus, either as Savior or Judge, and every mouth will confess Jesus as Lord.  Jesus has 
the final victory.  This is likely one of the earliest creedal statements in the Church. 

 Then Paul goes onto the meat and potatoes of my message for you today – how we 
respond to our neighbor.  In an echo of John’s themes of light and darkness, Paul tells us to be 
lights in the world.  When we do good works, it is God working through us, so we need to keep 
that in mind.  He then tells us to: 

“14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom 

you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I 
may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink 
offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise 

you also should be glad and rejoice with me.” 

 Like Paul, we certainly live in the “midst of a crooked and twisted generation.”  Turn on 
your favorite news channel and there is no shortage of sin.  Riots, fires, persecution of the 
Church, Covid-19, and civil rights violations are just a few examples we deal with every day.  
How should we deal with this cruel world, especially if we are being taken advantage of by 
someone?  Paul tells us to do everything without grumbling or questioning.  Now just to be 
clear, Paul is not telling you not to ask how to do a task, he is telling you not to complain about 
it.  Have you ever noticed that when someone is taking advantage of your good graces, that 
someone else seems to intervene on your behalf?  When this happens, this issue gets resolved 
and you don’t look like a whiner.  The issue gets resolved and you come out smelling like roses.  
What we want to avoid is stewing about it.  If your brother is taking advantage of you, either go 
to him in private in the most humble and loving way you can, you forgive him and serve as 



  

cheerfully as you can.  Holding grudges just eats you up and ruins your service.  How can you 
serve God and your neighbor if you are holding a grudge?   

 In my other job, there are a lot of hard-working people who put their lives on the line to 
ensure that terrorists aren’t able to turn your airplane into a flying bomb.  It is a high stress job 
with low pay.  Naturally, there are many of my peers who believe that we deserve significant pay 
increases.  I guess I can’t blame them, nor would I turn down a raise.  How many of you felt that 
you (or your spouse) were underpaid during your working career?  When we focus on these 
perceived injustices, instead of our service, it can wear us out and leave us spiritually empty.  
When you feel this way, go back to that creedal statement beginning in verse 5.  Jesus already 
voluntarily suffered more than any of us could bear and earned that forgives we all needed.  
Jesus is more powerful than the world.  Jesus is more powerful than cancer.  Jesus is more 
powerful than Covid-19, influenza, or the related impacts on our lives.  Jesus has this and will fix 
any injustice in our lives when He returns.  He does allow a limited amount of suffering to exist 
in this world, but it has an end date.  Why?  Because He wants all people to come to faith in Him 
and sometimes our suffering is the catalyst that is needed to achieve that outcome.   

While Joel Osteen may promise that the Christian life is full of ease and prosperity, Jesus 
does not.  Jesus promises suffering but extols us to serve our neighbor without concern for our 
own well-being.  Paul knew that no matter if He was executed or released that Jesus was in 
control and that everything would be ok at the end. 

So, the second question I asked you about if you had ever been accused of taking 
advantage of others.  This is also an uncomfortable situation to find yourself in as well, but if we 
serve others without complaint, these situations can be minimized.  When they do, go to your 
neighbor with humility and seek forgiveness and understanding, knowing that Jesus will fix it in 
the end. 

Fairly or unfairly, the outside world judges Jesus by His followers, namely us.  What 
message do we want to send?  When we serve with love and without grumbling, this evil world 
loses it’s ability to condemn us and they don’t have a leg to stand on.  They lose their credibility.  
You don’t serve alone.  Your brothers and sisters are serving alongside you.  Serve with humility, 
just like Jesus.  When we focus on Jesus and serving our neighbor, the rest of this stuff seems to 



  

take care of itself.  Jesus is in control of that, too, and He’s coming soon.  Be like Paul and rejoice 
in that.   

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 

Timothy Quindt,  
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Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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