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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 
April 12, 2020 

9:30 AM 
 

GREETING 
 

Leader:    Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
All:     He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
SPECIAL HYMN:     “This Easter Celebration” 

AURELIA 7.6.7.6 D (“The Church’s One Foundation”) 
 

This Easter celebration is not like ones we’ve known. 
We pray in isolation, we sing the hymns alone. 

We’re distant from our neighbors—from worship leaders, too. 
No flowers grace the chancel to set a festive mood. 

 

No gathered choirs are singing; no banners lead the way. 
O God of love and promise, where’s joy this Easter Day? 
With sanctuaries empty, may homes become the place 

we ponder resurrection and celebrate your grace. 
 

Our joy won’t come from worship that’s in a crowded room 
but from the news of women who saw the empty tomb. 

Our joy comes from disciples who ran with haste to see— 
who heard that Christ is risen, and then, by grace, believed. 

 

In all the grief and suffering, may we remember well: 
Christ suffered crucifixion and faced the powers of hell. 

Each Easter bears the promise: Christ rose that glorious day! 
Now nothing in creation can keep Your love away. 

 

We thank You that on Easter, Your church is blessed to be 
a scattered, faithful body that’s doing ministry. 

In homes and in the places of help and healing, too, 
we live the Easter message by gladly serving You. 

 

Tune: Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864 
Text: Copyright © 2020 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. 

Email: carolynshymns@gmail.com New Hymns: www.carolynshymns.com 
 

 

Churches are given permission for free use of this hymn, including in live streaming and posting it online. 
Drop me an email if you want this new hymn in MS Word and/or a PDF with music: carolynshymns@gmail.com   

[Note: both are in this document. jjv] 
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INVOCATION and RESPONSIVE READING   Psalm 16 
 

Leader:      In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:            Amen 
 

Leader: Preserve me, O God, for in You I take refuge. 
All:     I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart from You.” 
 

Leader: As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, in whom is all  
  my delight.  
All:      The sorrow of those who run after another god shall multiply; their  
  drink offerings of blood I will not pour out or take their names on my  
  lips. 
 

Leader: The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; You hold my lot.  
All:  The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a  
  beautiful inheritance. 
 

Leader: I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart  
  instructs me. 
All:      I have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right  
  hand, I shall not be shaken. 
 

Leader: Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also  
  dwells secure. 
All:       For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let Your holy one see  
  corruption. 
 

Leader:      You make known to me the path of life; in Your presence there is fullness  
  of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 
All:           Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as it was  
  in the beginning is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING Acts 10:34–43 (The disciples are witnesses to the risen Lord.) 
 

34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of 
peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened 
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem.  
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They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third 
day and made him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had been chosen 
by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And 
he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed 
by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear witness 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

Leader:      This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:        Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE Colossians 3:1–4 (Our lives are hidden with Christ in God.) 
 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory. 

 

Leader:      This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:        Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 28:1–10 (Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.) 
 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter. 
All:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great 
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled 
back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 
white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 
5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus 
who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, 
and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told 
you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell 
his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up 
and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 
 

Leader:      This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All:        Praise to You O Christ.  
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SERMON SONG:         “Beautiful Savior” 
 

Beautiful Savior King of creation - Son of God and Son of Man 
Truly I'd love Thee truly I'd serve Thee - Light of my soul my Joy my Crown 

 

Fair are the meadows fair are the woodlands - Robed in flowers of blooming spring 
Jesus is Fairer Jesus is Purer - He makes our sorrowing spirit sing 

 

Fair is the sunshine fair is the moonlight - Bright the sparkling stars on high 
Jesus shines brighter Jesus shines purer - Than all the angels in the sky 

 

Beautiful Savior Lord of the nations - Son of God and Son of Man 
Glory and honor praise adoration - Now and forevermore be Thine 

 
EASTER MESSAGE                            
 

“At this time we would normally collect an offering. Please take a moment to visit our church 
website, give + mobile or write a personal check to send your much appreciated tithe.” 

 
PRAYERS   
 

Leader: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people  
according to their needs: 
 

That the Church would live out its calling and that the resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be joyfully celebrated in all places. That the nations of 
the world find peace with justice in our time, that the abiding blessing of 
God rest upon our families, our neighborhoods, our places of business. 
That all those who are ill and those who mourn know strength for each 
new day. 
 

These things and all else that we should have asked on this day of holy 
rejoicing, grant to us, Lord, for the sake of our risen Savior Jesus Christ. 

All:  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

All:    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
       Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
       give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
       not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
       kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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EASTER COLLECT  
 

Leader: Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You 
destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light. Grant that we 
who have been raised with Him may abide in His presence and rejoice in 
the hope of eternal glory; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All:  Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 

Leader:    Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
All:          He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Leader: Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord  
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal  
covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do His will,  
working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to  
whom be glory forever and ever. 

All:         Amen. 
 
CLOSING SONG:          “Alleluia, Alleluia! Heart to Heaven” 
 

Alleluia, alleluia Hearts to heav’n and voices raise 
Sing to God a hymn of gladness sing to God a hymn of praise 

He who on the cross a victim for the world’s salvation bled 
Jesus Christ the King of Glory now is risen from the dead 

 

Alleluia Christ is risen death at last had met defeat 
See the ancient pow’rs of evil in confusion and retreat 

Once He died and once was buried now He lives forevermore 
Jesus Christ the world’s Redeemer whom we worship and adore 

 

Alleluia, alleluia Glory be to God on high 
Alleluia to the Savior who has gained the victory 

Alleluia to the Spirit fount of love and sanctity 
Alleluia, alleluia to the triune Majesty 

 

CCLI Song No. 4958868  CCLI License No. 2875079 
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