
  

Sermon Title: “The Handiwork of His Hands”    

August 23rd, 2020 – 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Text: Psalm 138 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen.    

 Can you believe it?  We have been worshiping together again for about three months now.  I 
don’t know about you, but I have noticed folks coming back to worship here as their comfort level 
increases.  I take comfort in seeing each and every one of you, as well as all of you online.  So, 
coronavirus has been impacting our ability to come together as God’s people for nearly six months now, 
and in addition to our Pastor taking another call, we’re still here.  We have found new ways to come 
together and support each other.  I take comfort in this. 

 In our appointed Psalm for today, Psalm 138, David addresses this very point.  In eight short 
verses, David addresses many topics surrounding our walk with God under stressful conditions.  He 
covers what God does for us, our response, and a blessed reassurance that God still loves us despite 
what we are currently going through. 

 In verses one and two, David discusses how glad and faithfully he is able to approach God’s 
Temple in worship.  At this point in time, God’s Temple is still the Tabernacle, but David is drawing up 
plans for a permanent structure in Jerusalem.  Remember, in Old Testament times, there were 
restrictions on how close you could get to God.  Only the High Priest could enter the Holy of Holies, and 
only on Yom Kippur.  The fact that David, who is not a Levite, but is from the House of Judah is allowed to 
approach God is significant.  Through David’s descendant, Jesus, we too can approach God’s House in 
faith despite our flaws and failures.   

 Verse three is God’s response to David’s faithfulness.  God listens to prayers.  He listened to 
David despite him not being a Levite.  He listens to you, even if you don’t have any special position in the 
Church.  He listens to you, even if you’re not a graduate of Concordia Seminary or Concordia Theological 
Seminary.  You don’t have to be an ordained Pastor to be able to come to God’s House and be heard by 
Him.  God will listen to you and refresh your soul.  Now I’m not discounting the role that Ordained 



  

Pastors provide for Christ’s Church, they provide a unique and very needed role, but I want to emphasize 
that through Jesus, we all have a direct connection to God. 

 David doesn’t stop there.  In verses four and five, David promises that the Kings of the world will 
shout God’s praises.  Throughout history, we see several examples of this.  Constantine sent his own 
mother to Jerusalem in an attempt to preserve the Holy sites and artifacts of what Jesus had done for us.  
Because of their efforts, many sites were preserved to this day.  European kings for centuries, claimed a 
“divine right,” to rule their kingdoms, and when they did go to war, claimed that God was on their side.  
Many countries continue to make that claim up to the present day.  How many times have you heard 
from secular and military leaders here in this country that God was on our side in regards to an 
international dispute or peace-keeping mission? 

 Verse six contains an important warning.  God knows who is really humble and who is faking it.  
Prideful people, whether they be kings, Pharisees, political leaders, or even us can’t fool God.  He knows 
your heart.  He knows you are a sinner in need of His Grace and forgiveness, and He freely offers it to 
you through Jesus Christ.  It’s a free gift, so don’t waste it.  So, come to God’s House with humility and 
your prayers will not only be heard but answered.  How amazing is that?  God will answer your prayers, 
no matter who you are.  You might not always like God’s answer, but you will get an answer and its in 
your best interest.   

 I just love how beautifully David concludes this Psalm.  7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
you preserve my life; you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies, and your right hand 
delivers me. 8The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. Do not 
forsake the work of your hands.”  Not only does it remind us of Psalm 23, but it is also a great reminder 
that no matter what trouble we have in this life, and we have plenty, God’s right hand delivers us.  
Despite coronavirus and a search for a new Pastor, God is still with us each and every step of the way, 
and He will deliver us, too.  I think it is wonderful to see our brothers and sisters come back to worship 
with us as they feel comfortable doing so, but to those who are still online, I want to remind you that 
God hasn’t forgotten about you either.  I know many of you are in higher risk groups, and due those 
health issues live in care facilities that now resemble correctional institutions than places of care.  The 
emotional toll of isolation can feel unbearable.  Know this, God has not forsaken you.  You are the 
handiwork of His hands.  We will get through this together. 

 I also know that many of you long for a new Pastor to come in and shepherd our flock.  Believe 
me, there is no one in this congregation more than me who would love to welcome in the next shepherd 
for this flock.  I want our members, including our confirmands, to get the care that God wants them to 
receive, and due to limitations of having to hold down another full-time job, I simply am not able to 
provide all the care I would like to be able to provide.  We have a wonderful cadre of volunteers who 
have stepped up to fill the void and assist where they can.  I long for a new Pastor, but I want the Call 



  

Committee to do it right.  I want them to carefully and prayerfully consider who God wants to send to us 
to be our next Pastor, instead of simply selecting who might be available.  I don’t want us to call 
someone, only to find out six months later that who we called wasn’t the right candidate for us and I’m 
right back in the situation I’m in right now.  I want the Call Committee to do it right, and that takes time.   

 Know this, God knows what we need, and He raises up leaders to rise to those challenges.  It 
may not always be the leader with the “right” credentials or pedigree.  David was a shepherd, not a 
prince.  I know in my own case that I am still amazed that I have been able to do this for the last six 
months and that I haven’t crashed and burned.  God told me back in March, “I’m with you every step of 
the way.”  That has kept me going week by week, service by service.  Your cards, emails, and prayers on 
my account are truly humbling.   

 It’s not about me, however.  It’s about Jesus.  It was all about Jesus back then, and it still is all 
about Jesus and how He restores His people.  Know this, you are the handiwork of God’s hands, and that 
through Jesus, God will deliver you from all that ails you.  Whether it be coronavirus, loneliness, health 
problems, unemployment, marital or family conflict, or additional workload, God still loves you and He is 
with you every step of the way.  So, come to the House of the Lord, and walk humbly with your God. 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 

Timothy Quindt,  
Licensed Lay Deacon 
(503) 358-0770 
tquindt@hotmail.com 

Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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