
  

Sermon Title: “Nick at Nite”    

March 14th, 2021 – 4th Sunday in Lent 

Text: John 3:14-21; Numbers 21:4-9; Ephesians 2:1-10 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 Today’s Gospel lesson is a familiar one for us.  Nicodemus, one of the highest respected 
Pharisees is curious about Jesus, but not wanting to be seen doing so, travels to meet Jesus at night.  
Jesus, gracious as ever, receives Nicodemus at night and the two begin a dialogue.  Nick at Night.  Today’s 
selection only has the second part of the conversation, the part about being born again and the wind 
blowing are omitted.   

Jesus begins our selection today by telling the Teacher of Teachers that just like Moses’ staff 
being lifted up, so must the Son of Man.  What does this mean?  Let me translate this for you.  In our Old 
Testament Lesson today, we see the Israelites grumbling about Moses and Yahweh.  Yahweh disciplines 
the people by sending venomous snakes to bite the people.  It works and they repent.  Yahweh directs 
Moses to construct a staff with snakes on it.  (This becomes a symbol of the medical field, still in use 
today.)  When the Israelites viewed the staff, they would instantly be healed.  Over time however, this 
staff would become an idol to the people and had to be destroyed.  Nicodemus knows this backstory.  
Jesus goes on to tell him that just like what happened to Moses’ staff, so must happen with the Son of 
Man, in other words, crucifixion.   

Why?  Jesus then continues to answer this question and we get the “Gospel in a nutshell.”  
16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.”  (John 3:16-17).  Notice how God “gave” His only Son (past 
tense).  This conversation takes place prior to Jesus’ crucifixion.  Jesus had just explained that He would 
be crucified in the future.  So, the giving of Jesus started in the past and is continuing into the future.  
God loves us.  He wants us to be with Him.  God does not want us to be destroyed, tortured, or 
miserable.  He wants what is best for us.  That’s why He sent Jesus.   

Jesus then sets a “new” standard for admission into Heaven.  No longer do you have to perfectly 
keep all of the Jewish ceremonial, dietary, and moral laws.  Belief in Jesus is the new and superior 



  

standard.  “18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment: the 
light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds 
were evil. 20For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his 
deeds should be exposed. 21But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly 
seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.”  Nicodemus understands that nobody is free of sin.  
That is why Israel has to make daily sacrifices in the Temple for their sins.  He understands how often 
Israel chose to follow darker paths than to follow Yahweh.  He also understands what the consequences 
were of doing so.  We are unable to follow God’s Law perfectly and He knows it.  That’s why Jesus came 
into the world to save us from our sin.  If we believe that Jesus did this, and there is plenty of evidence to 
prove that He did, then we are saved. 

So, what about our response?  Paul answers that in our Epistle Lesson for today.  “4But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6and raised us up with 
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he might 
show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have 
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:4-10).  We Lutherans love to quote 
verses eight and nine, but I think it’s good to look at the context.  Here Paul, captures the effect of our 
Gospel text, namely that Jesus saves us from our sin.  It’s a free gift, not because we did anything for 
God, but because He loved us.   

Verse 10 has what our response should be.  It answers the why, “10For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”  
God doesn’t need our good works, but our neighbor does.  God includes us in His plan of salvation.  Yes, 
He sent Jesus to save us from our sin, but he predestined us to respond to that salvation by taking care 
of each other and our neighbors.  That is our part.   

How are we doing on that?  I have seen a tremendous amount of growth there.  When I joined 
Faith, I was greeted by a few people, but most people bypassed me to see their friends.  I am pleased to 
report, that is no longer the case.  Over the past few years, I have seen many people go out of their way 
to make visitors feel welcome.  During the pandemic we have seen people come in off the street because 
they needed to feel loved.  Something was missing in their lives and they felt they should be here.  
Difficult times such as these show what kind of metal we’re made out of.  We’ve also seen growth in the 
care warriors where despite the pandemic, people receive the spiritual care they need.  It wasn’t that 
long ago, that the Pastor and maybe a few elders were trying to do it all themselves.  A very hard and 



  

daunting task.  God has been working through each and every one of you.  God has a purpose for your 
life.  You matter to Him. 

I’ve been leading worship now for over a year and I’ve been reflecting back on that experience.  
If you would have asked me a year ago if I was up to the challenge, I probably would have said “no,” but I 
knew that God was beside me and out in front, leading and guiding me every step of the way.  I’m still 
amazed that I was able to do this for this long, but God equips the called, not the other way around.   

Jesus certainly gave Nicodemus a lesson in life that night.  He disappears from Scripture until 
Good Friday, but something happened to Nicodemus.  Jesus’ Words struck a chord.  Nicodemus 
connected with Joseph of Arimathea, another prominent Jewish Scholar, Disciple of Jesus in secret, and a 
member of the Sanhedrin.  The two of them would obtain Jesus’ body from Pontius Pilate and provide 
Jesus with the burial worthy of a King.  Joseph provided the tomb, but the two of them provided about 
75 lbs. of myrrh.  Myrrh was more valuable than Gold and the amount that Nicodemus and Joseph of 
Arimathea provided Jesus’ body exceeded that of royalty.  

 Jesus’ Words changed Nicodemus.  They can change you too.  I’ve seen Jesus’ words already 
change you and I know He’s not done with you yet. 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 

Timothy Quindt,  
Licensed Lay Deacon 
(503) 358-0770 
tquindt@hotmail.com 

Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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