
  

Sermon Title: “Emmanuel”    

May 31st, 2020 – Pentecost Sunday 

Text: Acts 2:1-21 
   
Theme:  In the Old Testament, God promised that He was with us.  To fulfill that promise, He 
sent Jesus to live with us and take away our sin.  Now He sends us the Holy Spirit to dwell within 
us and be with us every step of the way. 

What’s in it for me?  No matter what trials and tribulations we encounter, God is with us, every 
step of the way.   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Welcome to another Pentecost Sunday.  This has certainly been an atypical year so far.  
There are very few people in the world that have not been impacted in some way by the Covid-
19 pandemic.  As the weather improves in the Northern Hemisphere, there is increasing 
pressure to get outside and resume our “normal” summer lives.  Many people have concerns 
about resuming our daily lives.  Some think we are going too fast, while others think we are not 
going fast enough.  Are you feeling the stress?  That is certainly to be expected, but take heart, 
you are not alone in this. 

Our text for today is a very familiar one to most of us, but I’m not sure we really 
understand what is going on in this text.  So let me walk you through it.  Pentecost or the 
Shavuot is one of the Old Testament festivals.  It occurs 50 days after the Festival of the 
Passover, hence it’s Greek name Pentecost.  Instead of the unleavened bread, the faithful would 
bring two loaves of leavened bread.  The leavening would represent our sin.  One loaf was for 
Israel and one for the Gentiles.  At the Temple the priest would wave the loaves over the faithful 
Jew who made the offering.  By this time, however, few Jews were able to recite the prayers in 
Hebrew, so the priest would have to coach the faithful on how to say the prayers, since Yahweh 
only spoke in Hebrew, at least that’s what they thought.  Pentecost was a festival that foretold a 
time where Yahweh would bring Jew and Gentile together to become His people. 

By this time, the Jewish population has been living far and wide throughout the Empire.  
There are major Jewish centers in Alexandria, Egypt and Babylon.  In addition to Jerusalem 



  

these are major centers for Jewish Education.  Alexandria and Babylon each produce a Talmud, 
or collections of interpretations of Scripture.  At this time, these Talmud were major sources of 
instruction in the synagogues of Jesus’ day.  In addition to Babylon and Alexandria, there were 
major Jewish centers in Antioch, Ephesus, Greece, and Rome.  Again, few Jews of Jesus’ day 
were able to speak Hebrew, instead relying on Aramaic, Greek, Latin, and whatever local dialect 
was spoken in their community.  During the Festivals of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles, 
many of these Jews would return to Judea to the Temple to make their offering to Yahweh. 

 Meanwhile, the Disciples are hiding out in the very same Upper Room as Jesus had 
shared the Passover with them and He instituted the Lord’s Supper.  As instructed by Jesus, they 
are waiting for a sign.  Jesus promises to send the Paraclete, or “helper.”  Here is where God 
takes an Old Testament Festival and changes it forever. 

 Here is where Luke runs into the limitations of Human Language to describe what 
happened.  As the Holy Spirit enters the Upper Room, Luke describes it as “like the sound of a 
mighty rushing wind.”  Then comes the “tongues of fire” and then they began to speak in 
“tongues.” Well what does that mean?  Luke is trying to describe the indescribable using human 
language.  This was certainly an incredible event for the participants beyond what human 
language can capture, but what is meant by “speaking in tongues?”  As some denominations get 
the idea the Disciples were speaking in gibberish, our context helps clarify.   

 The Disciples then join the festivities in the Temple (The Upper Room is only a couple of 
blocks away), and then the “tongues” that they are speaking in are the languages of the 
Diaspora, (Greek, Latin, Aramaic, etc.).  The Holy Spirit has enabled the Disciples to speak to 
people about Jesus in the language that they can best understand.  There is no longer the 
requirement to stumble through prayers in Hebrew.  God now comes to us where we are at, 
instead of us having to travel to worship Him at the Jerusalem Temple in a language we don’t 
understand.  This is truly an Emmanuel moment (God with us).   

 Peter then responds to the crowds’ assertion that the Disciples are drunk.  He counters 
that assertion by quoting Joel.  You don’t use Joel to calm a rowdy crowd unless you know they 
saw and experienced something.  Peter takes them back to Good Friday, where Jesus of course, 
was crucified on the Cross.  In addition to that there was a lunar eclipse, called a blood moon in 
ancient times because the moon appears red as it comes in and out of eclipse.  NASA has been 
able to verify that there was indeed a lunar eclipse on the April 3, 33 AD, the only time where 
14 Nissan fell on a Friday during Pontius Pilate’s tenure as Governor of Judea.  There was also an 



  

earthquake centered at Golgotha, approximately between 6-7 on the Richter Scale.  The Gospels 
also tell us that dead people were raised.  As people were no doubtingly still reeling from those 
events 50 days earlier and then these events occur, I would say that there were enough “signs 
and wonders” to get people’s attention.  That is why Peter is able to quote Joel and walk people 
through the prophecy, but Peter doesn’t just leave them hanging.  He promises that all who 
believe in Jesus will be saved.   

 Our Lutheran theology spends a great deal of time talking about the role of God, the 
Father, and of course, the role of Jesus, but I’m not always sure we give the Holy Spirit His due.  
Examining how the Holy Spirit changed Pentecost forever, I think, gives us a better 
understanding about who the Holy Spirit is, because we can see what He’s doing for us.  The 
Holy Spirit is truly “God with us,” Emmanuel.  Yes, Jesus, walked with us.  He became us, in 
order to take our sin away from us, but then He sent us the Holy Spirit to be with us every step 
of the way.  How did the Disciples go from being scared teenagers in hiding to bold proclaimers 
of the faith in 50 days?  Because God send them the Holy Spirit.  He was with them every step of 
the way.  He’s with us too, every step of the way.   

 Since Pentecost 33 AD, it has no longer been necessary to travel to a building to be with 
God.  We no longer need to go to God, He comes to us.  We no longer need to speak to him in a 
strange language that we don’t understand.  He understands us, and He wants us to understand 
Him.  Yes, we want to gather physically and share the sacraments.  Yes, there is tremendous 
benefit to do so, but if it is not safe to do so, it’s comforting to know that God still comes to us.  I 
am elated that we will be able to meet again soon, once certain safety measures and guidelines 
are in place, but keep in mind no matter what, Jesus still died on the Cross for our sins.  We are 
already forgiven.  Jesus is still brining us to Heaven.  This is true if you are on a deserted island, 
stuck in a cave somewhere, stuck in your home or a care facility, or even if you are traveling.  
God comes to you and He is with you.  All you have to do is receive him.  Oh come, oh come 
Emmanuel.   

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 
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Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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