
  

Sermon Title: “God Saves”    

December 24th, 2020 – Christmas Eve 

Text: Luke 2:1-20 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen.   Christ the Savior is Born!  He is 

Born, indeed!  Hallelujah! 

When looking at our Savior’s birth and childhood, we only have two of our Gospel 

writers that tell us much of anything about Jesus’ birth and childhood, Matthew, and Luke.  Luke 

provides us with much more detail about those early days, and so our text today is one that we 

hear every year.  The challenge for us preachers is to find something new to talk about in the 

text, so that you’re not just hearing the same sermon year after year. 

If you remember back to last year, I talked about how ironic it was that the Shepherds of 

Bethlehem were employed by the same people that Jesus would later throw out of God’s 

Temple for profiteering and corrupting God’s House.  Despite this and knowing all of this, God 

still chose to bless those shepherds with the first news of the Messiah’s birth (with the 

exception of Joseph and Mary, of course.)  This says more about who God is, rather than the 

sinful people that God choses to bless. 

This year, I want to focus on another sinful character in this story that God choses to 

bless His people through, namely Caesar Augustus, also known as Octavian.  Octavian was 

adopted by his uncle, Julius Caesar, and by doing so, leapfrogged over Julius’ biological children 

in terms of Julius’ inheritance.  Julius thought it was a great idea that he become Emperor, but 

some folks in the Roman Senate, disagreed and they killed him.  Octavian, then rose to power, 

renaming himself Caesar Augustus.  He succeeded in becoming Rome’s first Emperor, and by 

many historian’s one of Rome’s best emperors.  He survived a revolt by Elizabeth Taylor and 

Richard Burton, I mean Cleopatra and Mark Anthony, brought peace and stability to the Empire 



  

(albeit through brutal means), and brought wealth and prosperity to the Empire (albeit on the 

backs of conquered people). 

If you remember our text from last Sunday, Mary and Joseph are living in Nazareth.  

Then Mary, while she is pregnant goes to live with her cousin Elizabeth, but Holy Scripture says 

that the Messiah will be born in Bethlehem.  How is God going to solve this?  Ah, He’s going to 

use this greedy, power hungry Emperor, Caesar Augustus.   

So, Augustus enjoys money and power, and he wants more of it, so what does he do, he 

levels more taxes.  Running an Empire is expensive.  So how does Auggie make sure that he has 

enough money during a time where people have been displaced and are paying “their fair 

share?”  He has a census, kind of like the one we just had this year, but in Caesar’s census, 

people had to return to their hometowns in order to be counted.  God used this census to bring 

a very pregnant Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, the family hometown.   

Mary and Joseph weren’t the only ones who were returning to Bethlehem.  King David 

had lots of offspring who had lots of offspring.  You get the idea.  Bethlehem is still a relatively 

small town at this time, maybe 200-300 people, so Joseph’s relatives are working overtime 

trying to find lodging for everyone.  Normally guests would be placed in the upper room of the 

house, (or Kataluma in Greek – also translated as “inn” into English), but because so many 

people are coming home, they locals are struggling to find shelter for all of their relatives, so 

Mary and Joseph are housed by the animals.  This would also help keep Mary warm as the 

animals would be brought into the house for warmth at night.  Israel does get cold at night, 

believe it or not.  So, Mary gives birth, and presumably Mary, Jesus, and Joseph get counted in 

Caesar’s Census.   

So, what does this mean for us?  We too have been through a challenging Census and 

election year, with a worldwide pandemic to boot.  Many of us are anxious about what the new 

government will do, once the new Congress is sworn in and we have a new administration in the 

Oval Office.  What will happen to us?  First of all, relax.  We have a God who richly loves us and 

blesses us despite how messy life is for us right now.  He has a track record of using sinful 

people for His purposes.  They may not realize it, but God still uses them, and it wasn’t just 

Caesar Augustus.  God used the Babylonian Kings, Persian Kings, the Greeks, the Romans, 

President Trump, President-Elect Biden, and even people like you and me for His purpose.  What 



  

was it that Paul wrote in Romans, “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us?”  Christ was 

born and died to take away these guys sins, as well as ours.   

So, what does God ask of us in return?  He asks us to love Him with all our heart, and to 

love our neighbors as He has loved us.  This year has been a challenging year, to say the least.  

We have all been frustrated, depressed, challenged, and stressed out.  Some of us have faced 

even further difficulties, including financial difficulties or health crisis.  But these are also 

opportunities to show our better side.  I know many of you have clung to God’s Word to get you 

through this, and it has helped you through this.  There are many people you know that are not 

as fortunate and now because of this pandemic, we now have common ground.  Christmas 

provides an opportunity where the World is open to the message of salvation through Jesus.  

Now is the opportunity to share that Christmas hope with your friends and family that 

desperately need to hear it, even if it is by phone, Skype, or Portal.    Let them know that God 

still loves them and you do too.  God will tie up any loose ends and it will all work out in the 

end.   

If God can use Caesar Augustus for His purposes, He can certainly use you or me.  Pray 

about it and listen for the Spirit to guide you. 

Christ, the Savior is Born.  He is born, indeed, Hallelujah! 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 

Timothy Quindt,  
Licensed Lay Deacon 
(503) 358-0770 
tquindt@hotmail.com 

Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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