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The Follower 
 “Come, follow me.” Matthew 4:19 

January 17, 2021 
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HINDSITE IS 2020 

How grateful we should be to put 2020 in the rearview mirror!  Although we are still in the midst of the 
pandemic and are still struggling with it, we have plenty of reasons to be hopeful for 2021.   

“We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.” 2 Corinthians 4:8-9.  That’s a pretty good description of 2020, 
don’t you think?  This pandemic has caused division, hard times, difficult government mandates, and many 
health issues.  But as Christians, we have one powerful thing going for us.  Hope in the Lord.  “Be strong and 
take heart, all you who hope in the Lord.” Psalm 31:24.  I don’t have the space to list all the passages that refer 
to our hope in Christ.  We know that he is with us always, and we’ll be with him always.   

So even as the pandemic rages on, we have reasons to be hopeful.  A vaccine has been developed and medical 
treatments are improving, giving hope for an end to it.  Our economy and jobs will eventually come back.  At 
Faith, we have called Pastor Greg Strand and are waiting, hopefully, for his decision.  He and his wife and 
daughter will be visiting us January 2-5, and he’ll be preaching at our worship service on January 3rd.  Slowly, 
but surely, we are seeing more worshippers on Sundays, and people are starting to volunteer a bit more.   

2021 is an opportunity to re-start and re-engage in your community, and at Faith.  Come and worship, even if 
it’s online, or join a Bible study, or do your own devotional and prayer time.  Start re-connecting with God 
again if you’ve been isolating yourself from Him.  He’s been there the whole time, now you have a chance to 
re-establish that two-way communication.  Our world, our community, and Faith need your prayers now as 
much as ever.   

“We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we 
know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.  And hope does not 
disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” 
Romans 5:2-5.   

May God bless you and keep you, and fill you with hope, in 2021.   

 
Matt Koehler, Congregational President 
  

Matt Koehler 
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Worship Service 

                            9:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is served on the  
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of each month. 

 

Starting Dec. 13, we will have only one worship 
service at 9:30 am on Sundays continuing through 
at least March. At that time, we'll re-evaluate 
whether we want to continue with the one service 
schedule.   
 

Once we've called a pastor, and they are in place, we 
can re-evaluate and go back to some version of the 
two different types of services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 3 
Set up:  Monica Materiale 
Clear:   Erin Holmquist 
 
 

January 17 
Set up:  Marie Koehler 
Clear:   Linda Albro 
 

January 31 
Set up:  Robyn Hofstad 
Clear:   John & Dianne Green 
 
 
 

 
 

If you know of someone in our congregation that 
could use some encouragement, please contact the 
Church Office, Glenn Dunnam at 
dunnam9537@comcast.net or SuAnn Denning at 
sedenning50@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our regular Voters’ meeting was held Sunday, Dec. 
13, 2020 following a combined worship service in 
the gym. 88 participants were present in person and 
via Zoom.  
 

Rylee Hofstad was welcomed as a new voter. 
 

After discussions by Matt Koehler, Andy Green and 
Timothy Elliott, Rodney Olson confirmed we are 
current on all financial obligations with the help of 
the CARES ACT loan (received earlier this year as 
part of Covid stimulus funding). Thank you to Jenn 
Bache and Craig Nuemiller for their diligent study 
and work to ensure protocol was followed, this loan 
has been forgiven. 
 

Discussion was held regarding changes to the 
Confirmation program, developing a Community 
Center Improvement Committee, and hiring a paid 
Youth Director. 
 

Voting for board chairs and elders was conducted as 
a slate with no new candidates added. 
 

After explanation behind the Call Committee’s 
recommendation to call Pastor Greg Strand, votes 
were tallied to reflect the congregation agrees.  
 

We look with anticipation for Pastor Strand’s 
response in January. 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregational President –  Matt Koehler 
Vice President –  Connie Dougherty 
Secretary –  Leona Carufel 
Treasurer –  Rodney Olson 
Financial Secretary –  Veronika Dunnam 
 

Head Elder -  Andy Green 
Elder Justin Bevers 
Elder Dean Pigman 
Elder Glenn Dunnam 
Elder Gil Lensegrav 
Elder Jim Flaherty 
Christian Education -  Erin Holmquist 
Fellowship -  Linda Albro 
Youth Ministry -  Vacant 
Evangelism/Social Ministry -  Vacant 
Stewardship -  Becky Flaherty 
Trustee -  Tim Elliott 
School Board -  Mark Dougherty  

Worship Service Times Voters’ Meeting Synopsis 

Care Warriors on a Mission 

2021 Council Officers  
and Boards 

mailto:sedenning50@gmail.com
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Join the Skype Bible Study on the book of Daniel 
held Thursday mornings at 10 am. To join, please 
provide Michael Kramer with either your telephone 
or email at 714 883 3046 or 
michael_kramer@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Session 1 — Background and authorship, Chapter 1 The 
fall of Judah and Jerusalem; Nebuchadnezzar; the rise of 
Daniel and friends  
 

Session 2 — Chapter 2 Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and 
Daniel’s interpretation  
 

Session 3 — Chapter 3 Nebuchadnezzar’s golden idol and 
the fiery furnace  
 

Session 4 — Chapter 4 Another dream of 
Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel’s interpretation; 
Nebuchadnezzar’s insanity and the fulfillment of the 
dream; reason restored  
 

Session 5 — Chapter 5 The feast of Belshazzar and the 
handwriting on the wall; the failure of the wise men; 
Daniel refuses the king’s gifts and interprets; the 
fulfillment — the fall of Babylon  
 

Session 6 — Chapter 6 Darius the Mede and Daniel’s 
position; the plot against Daniel; Daniel’s prayer and the 
lion’s den; Daniel’s deliverance and his prosperity; the 
decree of Darius  
 

Session 7 — Chapter 7 Daniel’s vision of the four beasts 
and the Son of Man coming in the clouds of Heaven; the 
definition of the four beasts and explanation of the fourth  
 

Session 8 — Chapter 8 Daniel’s vision of the ram and the 
goat; the meaning of the vision  
 

Session 9 — Chapter 9 Daniel’s prayer; the prophecy of 
the seventy weeks  
 

Session 10 — Chapter 10 The time, place, and 
preparation of Daniel for the vision; the vision of Christ 
glorified; the transformation of Daniel; a heavenly 
messenger; Daniel assured and strengthened  
 

Session 11 — Chapter 11 The vision continued; Antiochus 
Epiphanes; the Man of Sin; the temporary nature of the 
victory of the willful king  
 

Session 12 — Chapter 12 The Great Tribulation; the 
resurrection of the Old Testament saints and sinners; 
sealing the prophecy until the end time; the abomination 
of desolation. ___________  
 
 

Sources: J. Vernon McGee, Daniel (Thru the Bible 
Commentary Seriesz). Nashville: Thomas Neslon 
Publishers, 1991. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

We are taking a break from Thanksgiving through 
December and will resume on Thursday, January 7.   
 

It is wonderful to hear from many different leaders 
and we would love to have more leaders step 
forward.  If you have questions about how the half 
hour devotion time looks or what a leader does, 
please let Erin Holmquist know at 
erinhq@comcast.net. 
 

Have a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New 
Year. We’ll see you Thursday evening at 7 pm in 
January! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the week of January 25 - 29, 2021, FLS will 
be celebrating and recognizing National Lutheran 
Schools Week (NLSW).   
 

The week provides the network of nearly 2,000 
Lutheran preschools, elementary schools, and high  
schools with the opportunity to proclaim and 
celebrate God’s work in Lutheran Schools.  In this, 
we thank God for the opportunity to provide 
excellent academic preparation for the children we 
serve and for the opportunity to share Jesus’ amazing 
love with our community, our students, and their 
families.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Study - Daniel "Evening Connections" 
Adult Devotion Time 

  
 

file://FAITHSERVER1/Folder%20Redirection/dkennedy/Desktop/Worship/December/michael_kramer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:erinhq@comcast.net


 Page 5 

 
 
 
 

January Birthdays 
 

Glenn Crites      Jan 1 
Bart Shrum     Jan 1 
Alex Read     Jan 2 
Randy Webster    Jan 3 
June Olson      Jan 4 
Shirley Elfbrandt     Jan 7 
Nicholas Chappel    Jan 9 
Shaun Abbott      Jan 10 
Saylor Myers      Jan 10 
Randy Eriksen     Jan 11 
Hazel Johnston    Jan 11 
David Albaugh     Jan 13 
Christy Webster     Jan 14 
Doug Sturhan      Jan 17 
Chris Castanon     Jan 18 
Robin McMillen    Jan 18 
Cindy DeMulling    Jan 19 
Ethan Carr      Jan 20 
Bill Hamaker     Jan 21 
Brian Lenz     Jan 22 
Zach Albaugh      Jan 27 
Robert Burnett     Jan 27 
Aaron Pershall     Jan 27 
Trisha Rule     Jan 28 
Jenny Wilson     Jan 28 
Jim Gilbert     Jan 30 
Rachel Wilson     Jan 31 
 
 
January Anniversaries 
 

John & Dianna Zander   Jan 7 
Dean & Jan Pigman     Jan 13 
Monty & Lisa Thiesse    Jan 25 
 
Don’t see your name or birthday/anniversary up  
here? Contact the church office 360-491-3552. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Please keep your eye out for the start of our baby 
bottle campaign.  It will run from Sunday, January 
24 through Sunday, February 28.  This is an easy way 
to support Options Pregnancy Clinic.  Because of the 
restrictions this year, fundraising has been down, so 
anything we can do to help will be appreciated.  
Bottles will be out before and after church starting 
January 24.  If you would like to participate in the 
baby bottle campaign, but are not attending church in 
person, please let me know and we will figure out a 
way to get a baby bottle to you or you can make a 
donation online or by check.  Please put “baby bottle 
campaign” in the memo line if you write a check.  If 
you have any questions, please contact me at 
erinhq@comcast.net.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It’s time to update the telephone directory. Please 
make sure to contact the church office if you have 
any information that has changed or you would like 
added. They will be ready for distribution at the end 
of the month. 
 
  

Baby Bottle Campaign Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Phone a Friend 
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     The Church is transferring to a new software 
program that deals with social needs of the Church.  
This software is call Breeze.  It allows for an easier 
way of getting information out to the Church 
members as a whole or small groups. 
 

     One aspect of this new software is it has a 
modular that we can track Church contribution like 
the current standalone software Shepherd Staff.  
Once we go to this new software, Shepherd Staff will 
be discontinued.  Vanco solution, which is use to 
process your on-line giving, will also be discontinue.  
 

     What you need to do is re-establish your on-line 
giving using the Breeze on-line giving program.  
Here is the link to it:  
Https://faithlutheranlacey.breezechms.com/give/onli
ne 
 

     I will take care of disconnecting your Vanco 
account by Saturday, December 26, 2020.  
For online givers who either gives once a monthly or 
twice a month, you can establish your Breeze 
account any time before the 30th.  But for online 
givers who gives weekly, you can only establish you 
Breeze account the day after your Vanco giving date.  
For example, if you give on Monday the 21st, you 
have to establish it sometime between Tuesday 22nd 
and Friday the 25th.  For people who gives on Friday 
25th, you have to wait until next week to establish 
your new account. 
 

     One aspect of the Breeze on-line giving is now 
bank transfer processing fee is included.  Under 
Vanco, there was no processing fee for the transfer 
from your banking account; but with Breeze there 
will be a 1% processing fee for bank transfer only.  
The processing fee for credit cards is about the same 
(2.9%).  There is also a transaction fee included cost. 
 

     You have for both back transfer and credit card 
processing fees the ability to cover the cost of 
processing.  Just check the box and it will show you 
how much will be added to your donation.  
 

     If you have any questions, please contact either 
Doug Sturhan, financialsecretary@faithcampus.org 
or Becky in the church office. 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 

To donate by text, a donor simply: 
1. Text the amount they'd like to give to (360) 

732-8020 (e.g. $50). Remember to include a 
space between your dollar amount and your 
keyword. If a user submits $50Missions, they 
will receive a "Sorry, not sure what you 
meant" error message. The proper format 
must be $50 Missions in order for the 
command to be received properly. 

2. If a person has donated by text before, they'll 
receive a text in response confirming that 
their gift has been received successfully and 
they're done. 

3. If it's the first time a person is donating by 
text, they'll be sent a message that says, "It 
looks like you are a new giver; to begin: (link 
provided). It will be a link to the church's 
online giving page. Clicking on the link they 
will be asked to supply their payment method 
(credit card, debit card, or bank account). 
This payment source will then be linked with 
their phone number so that, in the future, all 
they will need to do is text in the amount. 
(They will not need to re-enter their payment 
information.) 

4. If the donor didn't specify a fund by keyword, 
donations will automatically go to the default 
fund in Breeze. Example giving by 
keyword: $50 missions Note: Donors can 
only give to one fund at a time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With our new software, we have an extended 
opportunity to communicate with you through text 
messaging. We are able to generate messages 
through the app directly to your phone. These 
messages are legitimate and not spam or fraudulent. 
Please make sure your information is up to date with 
the church office so you don’t miss important 
notifications.  

Giving is a Breeze NEW Text to Give 

Texting is a Breeze 

https://faithlutheranlacey.breezechms.com/give/online
https://faithlutheranlacey.breezechms.com/give/online
mailto:financialsecretary@faithcampus.org
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NTPS Family & Youth Resource Center 
Serving Families with students that are currently 
enrolled in North Thurston Public Schools 
200 Sleater Kinney Rd NE 
Lacey, WA 98506 
 

Drive through services only (sorry, no walk ups): 
Tuesday 9-11- Providing Paper Towel, toilet 
paper,and laundry soap Thursday 1-3- Providing 2 
day supply of food and fresh produce *Diapers/ 
wipes and menstrual products available upon request 
 

CURRENT NEEDS: 

• Paper towels 
• Dish Soap 
• Diapers – all sizes (especially size 6) 
• Pull-ups - all sizes (especially 4T/5T) 
• Baby Wipes 
• Toothbrush 
• Toothpaste 
• Dental Floss 
• 3 in 1 shampoo/conditioner/body wash 
• Laundry Soap Pods 
• New packages of socks and underwear –  

all sizes 
• New Sport bras- all sizes 
• New leggings – all sizes (birth to adult- XXXL) 
• New T-shirts and Hoodie Sweatshirts- all sizes 

(birth to adult XXXL) 
• New joggers/ athletic pants- all sizes (birth to 

adult XXXL) 
• New shoes- male and female size 1-14 
• 2 x 2 Sticky Notes 
• Earbuds/headphones 
• Graph paper Spiral Notebooks 
• Large scissors (high school) 
• Poster Boards and Construction Paper 
• Clear Tape 
• Colored Pencils 
• Highlighters 

Deanna East - NTPS McKinney Vento Homeless 
Student Navigator 
 

360-529-9625, Deast@nthurston.K12.WA.US 
 

 
 
 

Just a quick update that the team at the Washington 
State March for Life is working on a plan for January 
2021. It is a bit difficult to make a perfect plan with 
so many unknowns at this time, but we are still 
committed to stand with all of the babies, women, 
and families in need. Stay tuned!   (copied from 
Facebook post) 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who continues to donate to 
the Thurston County Food Bank! It’s easy! Just drop 
unopened items off at your nearest location.  
 
Some donation ideas:  

• Canned beans 
• Cereal 
• Macaroni and cheese 
• Peanut Butter 
• Canned soup 

High protein canned food (chicken, beans, chili), 
pasta, soup, canned fruit and vegetables, dry 
goods (oats, beans, rice) and boxed baby cereal, 
food/ formula.   
 
 
 
 

Free medical equipment  repair 
(non-electric) is being offered 
Monday – Friday by appointment 
only. If you need help with your 
walker, wheelchair, cane, 
crutches, etc. call the church 
office at 360-491-3552 to be 
connected with the repair technician. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Food Bank 

March for Life 

Medical Equipment Repair 

 

Family & Youth  
Resource Center  

 

mailto:Deast@nthurston.K12.WA.US
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     It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of 
the year past in order to improve the year to come. 
It’s a time when we sit down to plan and implement 
what we want to accomplish and even change. Part 
of that is planning our stewardship for the coming 
year. 
 

     Often, we find this difficult and daunting and 
even joyless, but it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is 
really quite simple and full of joy. So, here are some 
tips to make that planning less stressful. You begin 
by answering these three questions: 
 

• Who are you? 
• To whom do I give? 
• And how much? 

 
     So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the 
Luther’s Small Catechism informs us. Are you a 
hearer of God’s Word? Are you a citizen of society? 
Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers 
these three estates: church, society, and family. We 
don’t particularly struggle to give to society or 
family. Our struggles, our difficulties, and our 
questions arise in giving to the Church. 
 

     So, what is our duty as members of the Church 
with regard to giving? Again, the Table of Duties, 
gives us a guide. If you are a hearer – a member of 
the Church who receives instruction – St. Paul 
taught: “Let the one who is taught the word share all 
good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). 
This means the local congregation is primary. 
 

     Your pastor is the one called to preach the 
Gospel to you and administer the Lord’s blessed 
sacraments to you. Your congregation is the place 
where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us 
to give to the Church, He has the local congregation 
in mind. For “the Lord commanded that those who 
proclaim the gospel should get their living by the 
gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     How much do we give to the local congregation? 
Our only instructions are to give:  
 

• Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2); 
• Proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12); 
• Generously (2 Cor. 8:20); 
• Of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 

27:30); and 
• With a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), 

earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 
Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). 

 
     In other words, giving to the Church is not to be 
an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. 
In this way, it is deliberate. We give regularly – 
weekly, biweekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly – 
keeping in mind our own strengths, weaknesses, 
and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before 
anything else is spent. 
 

     From those first fruits, we set aside a 
proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent 
was the standard for the Israelites. This was a 
command for the ancient Israelites. We can give as 
much as we want, but ask yourself: Do we really 
want to be less generous than was commanded of 
the Israelites? Is the job of the New Testament 
Church bigger or smaller than the job given to 
Israel? 
 

     And how are we to give it? We give it with 
eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully 
and with love, not out of compulsion. For through 
the preaching of the Gospel and the administration 
of the sacraments, God has made us His children, 
forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, 
promised us life everlasting with Him in His 
kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the 
Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, 
“it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 
20:35). 
 

     It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in 
stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us 
to take part in the work that He accomplishes here 
on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the 
Gospel as well as those who are in need. Taking 
part in that makes all our work holy – work that is 
done in service to the Lord as priestly members of 
His kingdom. 
   
-The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod | 
Stewardship Ministry  

Stewardship 


