
  

Sermon Title: “Rest Areas”    

June 7th, 2020 – Holy Trinity Sunday 

Text: Matthew 28 
   
Theme:  In the Old Testament, God promised that He was with us.  To fulfill that promise, He 
sent Jesus to live with us and take away our sin.  Now He sends us the Holy Spirit to dwell within 
us and be with us every step of the way. 

What’s in it for me?  No matter what trials and tribulations we encounter, God is with us, every 
step of the way.   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 Welcome back and welcome to another Holy Trinity Sunday.  Even with the limitations 
we are now facing, its still wonderful that we can gather together once again and share God’s 
love for each other.  I am however, keenly aware that there are some who are more cautious 
about venturing out and that’s ok too.  We will continue an online simulcast for the indefinite 
future.    

 Another reason for having online services is that as the weather gets better and school 
winds down, people are going to travel.  Congratulations to our graduations seniors, by the way, 
Mikaela, Rylee, Sophia, and Megan.  As our weather improves and lockdown conditions get less 
severe, many of us dream of taking the Great American Road Trip.  Maybe your vacation 
destination is Yellowstone, Yosemite, Glacier, or even Olympic or Mt. Rainier, many of us will be 
spending some quality time on the Interstate with all of those other wonderful drivers.  They 
may even wave back to you, and sooner or later we will need to stop at a Rest Area.  But now 
even on vacation, you will now be able to stay connected to us as Glenn and Carla Crites proved 
when they traveled to Palm Springs.   

 Our presence online, goes to the heart of our text today, Matthew’s final words in 
Scripture, known as “The Great Commission.”  The Disciples, following Jesus’ death and 
resurrection make a quick trip back up to Galilee and Jesus meets them there on the top of a 
mountain, likely the Mount of Transfiguration.  Matthew even mentions that there was some 
doubt as to what they were seeing among the Disciples.  Nice to know they, too, had their ups 



  

and downs in their walk with Jesus.  So Jesus says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-
20). 

 This text is one that most of us are familiar with, but lets break it down.  In verse 18, 
Jesus tells us that He has authority over everything in all of creation.  Everything.  He has 
authority over Rome, plants, animals, people, and even Covid-19.   

 The next part of the text is where our English translation lets us down a little bit.  In the 
Greek, the emphasis is on the verb, “make,” not “go.”  A more accurate translation would be, 
“As you are going, make disciples of all nations. . .”  In other words, it is not necessary for us to 
travel to far and distant lands in order to become missionaries, although some are called to do 
this, but you can be a missionary right here.  You are going to encounter people from many 
different backgrounds, right in your daily lives.  When you hit Life’s Rest Area’s and take a break 
from the Interstate that is our day-to-day lives, we see the opportunities to share a little bit of 
Jesus’ love with those people from all walks of life.  This could start out with a simple greeting.  
Maybe an acknowledgement of the guy cleaning the restroom, or the fast food workers who 
prepare a quick meal for you.   

 You don’t have to be a “Jesus Salesman,” or soak them with the “Jesus hose,”  Just give 
them a cool cup of water.  Plant the seed, or water the seed as appropriate.  This pandemic has 
been a shared tragedy for many and so we now have common ground.  People have been 
struggling through this and they are looking for answers.  No wonder why attendance has been 
up for online services, compared to physical services prior to the pandemic at many 
congregations.  People need something that goes beyond themselves.  They need a new coping 
mechanism.  You can safely let people know, “Jesus got me through this,” or “my Church family 
was a great source of comfort,” etc.  See their reaction and adapt accordingly.   

 After those seeds take hold, that is when the final part of Jesus’ command will take hold, 
the Baptizing and teaching.  Now I don’t expect you to Baptize someone roadside, although 
Philip was asked to do just that, but be prepared to assist someone in finding an opportunity for 



  

those seeds to grow.  Two of those options can be our online worship or a local congregation.  
Remember, there is God’s part, our part, and their part.  We can only do our part. 

 Your faith is a good thing.  Share it.  You don’t have to be a pastor or deacon, or hold any 
other special position in the Church.  I bet you have already been doing this either intentionally 
or unintentionally.  Maybe it was a Sunday School class, or a Vacation Bible School, or maybe it 
was teaching your own children about Jesus.  Maybe you helped a coworker get through a 
traumatic incident in his or her life.  In any of these examples, you planted seeds.  The Holy 
Spirit has been preparing people around you to receive the Gospel.  He’s also been preparing 
you to share it with them.  Don’t be afraid to step out of your comfort zone.  Don’t be afraid to 
hit that Rest Area.  Look around and see who God may be calling you to serve.  Stop and pray.  
Who will you encounter in the near future?   

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 

Timothy Quindt,  
Licensed Lay Deacon 
(503) 358-0770 
tquindt@hotmail.com 

Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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