
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
 

 

EASTER 
Worship Schedule 

Maundy Thursday w/Communion, April 1, 10:00 am or 6:30 pm 
 

Good Friday, April 2, 10:00 am or 6:30 pm 
 

Easter Sunrise, Sunday, April 4, 7:00 am 
 

Easter Worship w/Communion, Sunday, April 4, 8:30 or 10:15 am 

A monthly newsletter of Faith Lutheran Church 
7075 Pacific Ave SE     Lacey, WA 98503 

 

Phone: 360-491-3552    E-mail: faithlutheranlacey360@gmail.com     Web: faithlutheranlacey.org 

 
 April 2021 

 

The Follower 
 “Come, follow me.” Matthew 4:19 

mailto:faithlutheranlacey360@gmail.com
file://FAITHSERVER1/Folder%20Redirection/dkennedy/Desktop/Worship/March/faithlutheranlacey.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Ve6knx0p9fwYpM&tbnid=UAqZ1F4o_TxryM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.shutterstock.com/pic-1551209/stock-vector-vector-silhouette-graphic-depicting-a-group-of-urban-sidewalk-people.html&ei=Nq-tU8aeBcHcoATSioDIBQ&bvm=bv.69837884,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNGBDO64NV4o6mh-LOhhwX542_kj2Q&ust=1403977875426819
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=P0EWQeI2AqfIkM&tbnid=sDjOwvxMyLJLBM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://cuorganic.net/running-silhouette-clipart-best.html&ei=fq6tU43wEZDhoAS43YGwDw&bvm=bv.69837884,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEplsukarNWjs_FcHAu1xJfbHHHFQ&ust=1403977670394672
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=WMvTlVBwWk-AYM&tbnid=dfxuYwUSwlDd3M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.stockpicturesforeveryone.com/2012/01/young-women-walking-silhouettes.html&ei=tqetU9WjEMr3oASqj4LAAw&bvm=bv.69837884,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNH4v6N5wuC5EZO9c61Ag-zePB_kRA&ust=1403975952567416
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=UVmRi6dz-N2efM&tbnid=uI0RMPmCrtj_5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://galleryhip.com/mother-and-child-silhouette-walking.html&ei=5ByrU9D2FYjfoASquYGQCQ&bvm=bv.69620078,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHR5hY7OeW6JseoO7ymhwJyKFqpQg&ust=1403809327636587
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=UVmRi6dz-N2efM&tbnid=uI0RMPmCrtj_5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://galleryhip.com/mother-and-child-silhouette-walking.html&ei=5ByrU9D2FYjfoASquYGQCQ&bvm=bv.69620078,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHR5hY7OeW6JseoO7ymhwJyKFqpQg&ust=1403809327636587
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=XaJ2I20NW5QcGM&tbnid=gNlHtv55DrI2pM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/family-silhouette&ei=AxyrU_23BcPsoATixIL4Dw&bvm=bv.69620078,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHw2YjIKs3ByZC7YN2UEqr_ABHbCA&ust=1403809148811713
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=XaJ2I20NW5QcGM&tbnid=gNlHtv55DrI2pM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/family-silhouette&ei=AxyrU_23BcPsoATixIL4Dw&bvm=bv.69620078,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHw2YjIKs3ByZC7YN2UEqr_ABHbCA&ust=1403809148811713
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=7D8NLHj0bav1TM&tbnid=pG620cbLTeuYnM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://quietplace4prayer.wordpress.com/2012/10/21/%C2%A7-the-making-of-a-disciple-part-1/&ei=3QqrU8WgDJbtoATvuYAQ&bvm=bv.69620078,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNF8o_F-Lr3W3gTV_HIOASYqEZceHw&ust=1403804758310745
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=7D8NLHj0bav1TM&tbnid=pG620cbLTeuYnM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://quietplace4prayer.wordpress.com/2012/10/21/%C2%A7-the-making-of-a-disciple-part-1/&ei=3QqrU8WgDJbtoATvuYAQ&bvm=bv.69620078,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNF8o_F-Lr3W3gTV_HIOASYqEZceHw&ust=1403804758310745


 Page 2 

 

 

 

 
Do You Speak This Foreign Language? 

I took some German in high school, but can’t hardly remember a thing since I never used it.  Through my career 
I learned enough Spanish to ask a few simple questions to check if someone was okay, and to tell them to put 
their hands on their head (for those that don’t know, I was a police officer for 31 years, so I occasionally had to 
tell someone that!).   

And while I am a relatively competent operator of computers and the various tools they offer, I definitely don’t 
speak the language or have that “big picture” understanding of how networks and internet systems work.  The 
cloud, all the technological advances that keep changing, the various hardware and software to make it all work- 
it’s way over my head.   

One thing I do know is that we can do much better in using technology to make our ministries better.  Whether 
it involves communication, publicizing things, better access to music and information, being more efficient, or 
even improving worship experiences, there is much we can do to improve by using technology.   

That’s the reason for the headline question.  We are in need of a group of people who speak “Tech” and are 
willing to help with technology issues at Faith.  There are two main areas of need.  One is people to help use the 
technology we are using and are hoping to grow, specifically our efforts to improve the sound and video in our 
worship and other events.  This means someone to operate the cameras and sound during services, help set up 
the livestream when we get to that point, and just “run” the technology during events.   

Second, we need those who can help research, buy, and put in place the needed technology for improving our 
sound, video, livestream, wifi, hardware, software, and other needs.   

This “Tech Team” can be anyone willing and able to help.  Young (middle and high schoolers, yes!), older, 
men, women.  You don’t have to be an expert, just willing to help and learn.  Pastor Greg is much more capable 
in this area than most of our current leadership, so I’m looking forward to this group working with him in the 
coming months! 

Does this sound interesting to you?  Contact me at tcfacoachmatt@comcast.net or 360-951-0521.   

 
In Christ,  
Matt Koehler 
Congregation President  

Matt Koehler 

mailto:tcfacoachmatt@comcast.net
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Sunday Worship Service 
8:30 a.m. or 10:15 a.m. 

 

Holy Communion is served on the  
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of each month. 

 

Pastor Greg preaches Easter Sunday 

Sign up to join us in person @ 
 

Or join us online from your computer, tablet or 
smartphone. 
https://www.gotomeet.me/TimothyQuindt/faith-
lutheran-sunday-service 
 

You can also dial in using your phone 
 1 (571) 317-3122 
Access Code: 326-609-037 
 

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be 
ready when your meeting starts: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/3266090
37 
 
 

 
 

 
If you know of someone in our congregation that 
could use some encouragement, please contact the 
Church Office, Glenn Dunnam at 
dunnam9537@comcast.net or SuAnn Denning at 
sedenning50@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

Thank you to all who provided donations for the 
Easter lilies that will decorate the Sanctuary Easter 
Sunday. Many are dedicated to the glory of God. 
 

Personal dedications in loving memory of: 
 

Ted & LeeAnn Thomas for Cynthia Bolei 
Gerald Dey for his wife, Ida Dey 
MaryLou Potter for her brother, John Kenney 
SuAnn Denning for her mother, Dorine Calkins 
Glenn Dunnam for his friend, Virginia Hora 
Glenn Dunnam for his sister, Virginia Dunnam 
Darlys Leicht for her husband, Milton 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 4 
Set up:   Monica Materiale 
Refresh:  Robyn Hofstad 
Clear:    Erin Holmquist 
 
 

April 18 
Set up:   Marie Koehler 
Refresh: Robyn Hofstad 
Clear:    Linda Albro 
 
 
 
 

April 4 
8:30am  10:15am 

Elder: Dean Pigman Andy Green 
Usher:  Church Member Burnett Family 
Acolyte: Elder Caleb Burnett 
 
 

April 11 
8:30am  10:15am 

Elder: Gil Lensegrav Glenn Dunnam 
Usher: Church Member Guined Family 
Acolyte: Elder JaKobe Castaneda 
 

April 18 
8:30am  10:15am 

Elder: Justin Bevers Jim Flaherty 
Usher: Church Member Noah Elliott 
Acolyte:  Elder Elliott Family      
  

April 25 
8:30am  10:15am 

Elder: Dean Pigman Andy Green 
Usher: Church Member Ryan Finley      
Acolyte: Elder Finley Family  

 
 
 
 
 
  

Ushers & Acolytes 

Worship Service Times 

Care Warriors on a Mission 

Easter Lily Dedications 

https://www.gotomeet.me/TimothyQuindt/faith-lutheran-sunday-service
https://www.gotomeet.me/TimothyQuindt/faith-lutheran-sunday-service
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/326609037
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/326609037
file://FAITHSERVER1/Folder%20Redirection/dkennedy/Desktop/Worship/January/dunnam9537@comcast.net
mailto:sedenning50@gmail.com
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April Birthdays 
 

Eric Bache April 3 
Ashlee Lewis April 5 
John Schmedake April 5 
Kent Quindt April 6 
Andy Green April 9 
Connie Dougherty April 17 
Jeannette Cisneros April 21 
Amy Bowers April 22 
Silas Hansen April 22 
Patricia Clark April 25 
Josh Gabel April 30 
 
 
April Anniversaries 
 

Joe & Paula Olson April 2 
Timothy & Natsumi Quindt April 2 
Quadalupe & Jeannette Cisneros April 4 
Evan & Sarah Zander April 6 
Bart & Sue Shrum April 8 
Jim & Becky Flaherty April 12 
Rev. Jim & Lois Brubaker April 22 
Chuck & Jolene Laguna April 23 
Ervin & Irma Brueckner April 30 
 
Don’t see your name or birthday/anniversary up  
here? Contact the church office 360-491-3552. 
 
 
 

 
 

It is wonderful to hear from many different leaders 
and we would love to have more leaders step 
forward.  If you have questions about how the half 
hour devotion time looks or what a leader does, 
please let Erin Holmquist know at 
erinhq@comcast.net. 

 

THURSDAY MORNING      9:45 am 
A study of Hebrews is available via Skype. If you 
would like to join the study, a weekly email will be 
sent with a link or please be in contact with Michael 
Kramer at michael_kramer@sbcglobal.net 
 

The study will run through the thirteen books of the 
epistle and should come to a conclusion, with some 
weeks off, by mid-June. 

 

While Martin Luther initially ranked the Epistle to 
the Hebrews as secondary in rank within the New 
Testament, he came to the conclusion that the book 
“…discusses Christ’s priesthood masterfully and 
profoundly on the basis of Scriptures…” While the 
early church assumed the author to be Paul, textual 
analysis shows the book inconsistent with Paul’s 
style and vocabulary, evidencing an author more 
fluent in Greek while very familiar with Paul’s 
theology. Apollos (see Acts 18: 24 - 28), a Jew from 
Alexandria, would seem to fit this profile. The letter 
uses Scripture to reveal Christ as God’s full and final 
revelation and as the mediator of God’s grace. 
Addressed to Hebrew Christians in the early church, 
the book speaks volumes to those brought up or 
familiar with Christ and Biblical truth.  
 
THURSDAY EVENING  7:00 pm 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88063100421?pwd=QXJ

FVGgwQ3FlbkgxUW9qdDgwUTY3dz09 
 

Meeting ID: 880 6310 0421 
Passcode: 962774 

One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,88063100421#,,,,*962774# US 

(Tacoma) 
+13462487799,,88063100421#,,,,*962774# US 

(Houston) 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 880 6310 0421 

Passcode: 962774 
Find your local number:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keA5K8Vh2X 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Thursday Adult Devotions 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

mailto:erinhq@comcast.net
file://FAITHSERVER1/Folder%20Redirection/dkennedy/Desktop/Worship/March/michael_kramer@sbcglobal.net
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Our Confirmation ministry is up and running with 15 
amazing students in grades 5-8 who have made a 
commitment to grow in their faith through weekly at-
home studies and small group gatherings here at 
church. We meet each Sunday in the Youth Room at 
9:15am. You will also see these students and their 
families serving at the 10:15am service as acolytes 
and ushers. Thank you to the many members of the 
congregation who have chosen to walk alongside 
these students as Secret Prayer Pals! 
 

During Lent, we have been working our way through 
a devotional book called Red Letter Challenge, by a 
Lutheran pastor named Zach Zehnder. In this book, 
students have been learning more about the five 
principles of Jesus-followers: 

1. BEING – having a deeper relationship with 
Jesus 

2. FORGIVING – receiving God’s forgiveness 
and extending His grace to others 

3. SERVING – growing a greater heart for 
service 

4. GIVING – becoming more generous in 
sharing God’s blessings 

5. GOING – gaining the confidence to share 
what Jesus has done in our lives 

 

For our week focused on SERVING, the 
Confirmation students and their families had great 
joy serving and sharing the love of Christ by working 
together to make tie blankets for our shut-ins! We 
offer a special thanks to Thrivent Financial for a 
grant to purchase materials, and we thank the Glenn 
Dunnam and the Care Team for delivering these 
blankets! 
 

After Easter, we will resume our studies in the Small 
Catechism. Thank you for your support of these 
incredible young people!  
 

-Sarah Elliott 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In years past Faith Lutheran has held an in-person 
auction in May.  These events have themes that many 
people tend to follow as they are deciding what to 
wear.  The annual auction is a great event that 
connects the Church, School, Childcare, and 
Community Center.  It has provided a time for 
fellowship with friends and a time to meet new 
people.  Unfortunately, last year we were unable to 
hold an in-person event and couldn’t pivot to an 
online auction.  This year we will be holding an 
online auction in May.  Keep watching the 
Newsletter for specific dates. 
 
 
 
 

The Auction Committee has been meeting and 
working on a list of ways you can help with the 
auction.  We are looking for businesses that would 
like to sponsor the auction.  Sponsors will have their 
business logo displayed on our auction site.  We are 
also looking for donations for the silent auction.  Do 
you have a vacation rental you could donate?  Do you 
have sports tickets?  Do you know anyone that sells 
Pampered Chef, Thirty-One, Scentsy, or any other 
businesses that would be willing to put a basket 
together to donate?  Maybe you or someone you 
know is crafty and would be willing to donate some 
handmade goods.  If you have any questions or 
would like some donation forms to solicit donations, 
please reach out to Robin McMillen at 
r.mcmillen@flschool.org. 
  

Confirmation Ministry 

FLS Online Auction 

 

Auction Planning Committee 
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     The Church is transferring to a new software 
program that deals with social needs of the Church.  
This software is call Breeze.  It allows for an easier 
way of getting information out to the Church 
members as a whole or small groups. 
 

     One aspect of this new software is it has a 
modular that we can track Church contribution like 
the current standalone software Shepherd Staff.  
Once we go to this new software, Shepherd Staff will 
be discontinued.  Vanco solution, which is use to 
process your on-line giving, will also be discontinue.  
 

     What you need to do is re-establish your on-line 
giving using the Breeze on-line giving program.  
Here is the link to it:  
Https://faithlutheranlacey.breezechms.com/give/onli
ne 
 

     I will take care of disconnecting your Vanco 
account by Saturday, December 26, 2020.  
For online givers who either gives once a monthly or 
twice a month, you can establish your Breeze 
account any time before the 30th.  But for online 
givers who gives weekly, you can only establish you 
Breeze account the day after your Vanco giving date.  
For example, if you give on Monday the 21st, you 
have to establish it sometime between Tuesday 22nd 
and Friday the 25th.  For people who gives on Friday 
25th, you have to wait until next week to establish 
your new account. 
 

     One aspect of the Breeze on-line giving is now 
bank transfer processing fee is included.  Under 
Vanco, there was no processing fee for the transfer 
from your banking account; but with Breeze there 
will be a 1% processing fee for bank transfer only.  
The processing fee for credit cards is about the same 
(2.9%).  There is also a transaction fee included cost. 
 

     You have for both back transfer and credit card 
processing fees the ability to cover the cost of 
processing.  Just check the box and it will show you 
how much will be added to your donation.  
 

     If you have any questions, please contact either 
Doug Sturhan, financialsecretary@faithcampus.org 
or Becky in the church office. 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 

To donate by text, a donor simply: 
1. Text the amount they'd like to give to (360) 

732-8020 (e.g. $50). Remember to include a 
space between your dollar amount and your 
keyword. If a user submits $50Missions, they 
will receive a "Sorry, not sure what you 
meant" error message. The proper format 
must be $50 Missions in order for the 
command to be received properly. 

2. If a person has donated by text before, they'll 
receive a text in response confirming that 
their gift has been received successfully and 
they're done. 

3. If it's the first time a person is donating by 
text, they'll be sent a message that says, "It 
looks like you are a new giver; to begin: (link 
provided). It will be a link to the church's 
online giving page. Clicking on the link they 
will be asked to supply their payment method 
(credit card, debit card, or bank account). 
This payment source will then be linked with 
their phone number so that, in the future, all 
they will need to do is text in the amount. 
(They will not need to re-enter their payment 
information.) 

4. If the donor didn't specify a fund by keyword, 
donations will automatically go to the default 
fund in Breeze. Example giving by 
keyword: $50 missions Note: Donors can 
only give to one fund at a time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With our new software, we have an extended 
opportunity to communicate with you through text 
messaging. We are able to generate messages 
through the app directly to your phone. These 
messages are legitimate and not spam or fraudulent. 
Please make sure your information is up to date with 
the church office so you don’t miss important 
notifications.  

Giving is a Breeze NEW Text to Give 

Texting is a Breeze 

https://faithlutheranlacey.breezechms.com/give/online
https://faithlutheranlacey.breezechms.com/give/online
mailto:financialsecretary@faithcampus.org
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Church Council and Pastor Strand are continuing a 
book study of Winning on Purpose: How to Organize 
Congregations to Succeed in Their Mission by John 
Edmund Kaiser. As I wrote last month, we are 
reading 1-2 chapters each month and discussing what 
the readings bring to mind and whether any of the 
material seems relevant to Faith Lutheran.  
 

In March’s reading, Kaiser suggested that certain 
components must be in place for churches to be 
effective: 
 

1) A clear mission (purpose)  
2) Some clear rules that help us accomplish our 

purpose with honor and meaning 
3) A way to measure accomplishments against 

an agreed upon standard 
 

The reading also explored the roles of different 
people and groups in congregations. Kaiser wrote, 
“The most dominant player is the congregation itself, 
active in outward focused ministry. The rest of the 
organization is designed to empower the members.” 
He went on to define the role of the pastor as leader, 
teacher, visionary, and director.  
 

One of the questions the chapter left us pondering 
pertains to number 3 above. When we spend time and 
money on ministry endeavors, are we defining and 
measuring success? When we achieve our purpose, 
are we celebrating? When we miss the mark, are we 
talking about that adjusting our course? 
 

In April we’ll be reading more about the author’s 
views on mission and on the Great Commission. If 
you have any questions, feel free to reach out to me 
or another Council member. And I’ll continue 
sharing! 
 
Connie Dougherty – Vice President 
Connie.mk@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who continues to donate to 
the Thurston County Food Bank! It’s easy! Just drop 
unopened items off at your nearest location.  
 
Some donation ideas:  

• Canned beans 
• Cereal 
• Macaroni and cheese 
• Peanut Butter 
• Canned soup 

High protein canned food (chicken, beans, chili), 
pasta, soup, canned fruit and vegetables, dry 
goods (oats, beans, rice) and boxed baby cereal, 
food/ formula.   
 
 
 
 

Free medical equipment  repair 
(non-electric) is being offered 
Monday – Friday by appointment 
only. If you need help with your 
walker, wheelchair, cane, 
crutches, etc. call the church 
office at 360-491-3552 to be 
connected with the repair technician. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
On Behalf of Options Pregnancy Clinic, thank you 
to everyone who participated in our baby bottle 
campaign.  Faith collected $1,190.  That’s 
amazing!  All of these donations will help Options 
continue to do positive work in our community to 
protect life. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Food Bank 

Medical Equipment Repair 

 

Council Book Study 
Update 

 

Baby Bottle  
Fundraiser Results 
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Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be our 
Savior. His atoning sacrifice is the first fruits of all 
the dead, a pleasing aroma to His Father, so that His 
perfect life and death count for all who believe in 
Him. He claimed us as His own children in Holy 
Baptism. He sustains and strengthens our faith with 
His Holy Word and His Body and Blood. 
 

   As new creatures, who have put on Christ, we bear 
good fruit. We do the good works prepared for us, 
which He makes known to us in His Word. By faith 
then, trusting in the Word of God, we do what he says 
because He does not lie and always keeps His 
promises. For “without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to him must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly 
seek him” (Heb. 11:6). 
 

   And so the Lord promises: “Honor the Lord with 
your wealth and with the first fruits of all your 
produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, 
and your vats will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 3:9-
10). How do we honor the Lord with the wealth that 
God has given us in His generosity? By giving 
generously to those whom the Lord has called us to 
love and support your family, your society, and your 
church. And His promise is that, in so doing, you will 
never lack. 
  

   A common counterpoint is: “But that’s from the 
Old Testament!” Our Lord Jesus Himself gives us 
similar promises in the New Testament. He says, at 
the conclusion of the parable of the talents: “For to 
everyone who has will more be given, and he will 
have an abundance” (Matt. 25:29).  
 

   And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest 
manager, he says: “One who is faithful in a very little 
is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in 
a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you 
have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who 
will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have 
not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will 
give you that which is your own? No servant can 
serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money” 
(Luke 16:10–13).  
 
 

   And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do not 
lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19–21). 
 

   We have become conditioned against these 
promises because of their misuse by the peddlers of 
the prosperity gospel – the guys on TV who say you 
get rich by putting God in your debt. And thus, we 
miss out on the fact that God does reward temporal 
faithfulness in temporal matters with temporal 
blessings. It’s no quid pro quo. It’s all from God’s 
grace and His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. 
But those Bible passages do in fact say what they 
say! It’s not the Old Testament’s problem. It’s ours. 
It is almost as if we have become so jaded against 
this that we think it a virtue to be stingy with our 
offerings. 
 

   But our Father in heaven still loves to bless those 
who bless others. He loves to give to those who give 
freely and generously. In fact, he challenges us to 
challenge Him: “Bring the full tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And 
thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I 
will not open the windows of heaven for you and 
pour down for you a blessing until there is no more 
need” (Mal. 3:10). 
 

   And so, while we don’t give so that we would get, 
we do receive from the Lord in order to give, and He 
will bless your giving with more receiving. As St. 
Paul wrote in Rom. 8:32: “He who did not spare his 
own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not 
also with him graciously give us all things?” 
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