
  

Sermon Title: “Faith Walk”    

June 13th, 2021 – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Text: 2nd Corinthians 5:1-17 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

In a very short period of time, my daughter will graduate high school, and in some sense, 

conclude one portion of her life and start another.  That transition from childhood to adulthood 

is special, and many of us have made that journey ourselves.  I bet that no matter how long ago 

it was you can still remember it, along with the sense of accomplishment and the hopes for the 

future.  Even if college is the next step, I think that high school graduation is in some ways even 

more special because it is a sense of one community sending out their best.  Some will go onto 

college, many times in new communities, some will get married and start families of their own, 

some will join the military, and some will find jobs in the community.  Graduation is a time to 

reflect on the blessings that we have received, but at the same time look forward to the future. 

When St. Paul wrote this epistle to the struggling church in Corinth, they were dealing 

with a lot of challenges.  Corinth was the Las Vegas of the ancient world, and they had an 

“Anything goes” attitude.  No surprise than sin and vice were rampant as the town also catered 

to the many sailors while their ships were in port.  While the Corinthian Christians were spared 

the bulk of the Roman persecution, they still had to deal with many internal conflicts.  The 

Corinthian Church continued to struggle with Jewish and Gentile converts to come together as 

one congregation.  They had to deal with disruptive members who had hidden agendas.  Paul 

wanted to remind the congregation that while God has blessed them richly while at the same 

time encountering significant challenges, they need to remember that these challenges are 

temporary. 

In addition to being the star student of the star Rabbi of his day, Paul was also a 

tentmaker.  Given the history of the Tabernacle, as well as Paul’s occupation, it is no wonder 

why Paul uses the “tent” as an analogy for the corporate body of Christ.  Tents are temporary 



  

structures that point to something better.  The Tabernacle gave way to the Temple.  The Temple 

gave way to Jesus, and our human bodies will give way to our eternal ones.  This is why we are 

so uncomfortable in this world, because we are being prepared for the next. 

Sometimes it is hard to see what Jesus is doing in our lives.  I bet all of us wish that life 

here was easier and that our bank accounts were just a little bit bigger.  My car broke down and 

I’m hoping the repair bill won’t be too high.  There’s also the Church.  If only we could afford to 

build the new sanctuary that we’ve been dreaming of for the last fifty years, right?  If only we 

didn’t have to deal with the pandemic.  It’s easy to get distracted by all of challenges of our lives 

personally and corporately as a congregation, but when we walk by faith, Jesus does some 

amazing things, that all too often we can’t see until after the fact.   

I know many of us still miss Pastor Matt and his family, but I think at the time we 

understood that God was calling him to go to Idaho.  Friendship Celebration has since grown 

and they were able to help plant a new congregation in Kuna, ID.  That would not have 

happened had Pastor Matt not taken that call.   

I know the transition periods we went through were challenging for sure, but I saw God 

do some amazing things during those time periods.  When we hosted our community festival, it 

pushed us out of our comfort zone, engaging with people outside of our own little corner of the 

Lutheran World.  Then, dealing with another Pastoral vacancy, we got hit with the pandemic and 

had to learn new ways to worship, and in doing so, reconnected with our shut-ins.  It may not 

have seemed like a blessing at the time, but I think we can now see what God was doing.  We 

don’t leave anyone behind.  We find a way to provide spiritual care to all.  It was also because of 

the Pastoral vacancy that we were able to modernize our audio-visual system and expand our 

use of technology to reach a new audience.  The pandemic also brought new people into Faith, 

because they needed that spiritual family.  We couldn’t see much at the time, but we walked by 

faith, and look at what has happened. 

When I look at Faith today, I see a vibrant faith community, where there is greater 

integration of our multiple ministries, particularly the church and school.  I see greater 

connections with the community in the future, where we will engage with a new and improved 

youth ministry, 3Ms, and a greater online presence that will keep you connected to your faith 



  

family even when you cannot be physically present.  Many of these things were not even 

possible a few years ago, but looking back, I can see where Jesus has been leading us. 

While I see a bright future for Faith under Pastor Greg’s leadership, is that reasonable to 

think that everything we do will be a huge success?  Absolutely not.  Quite often, Jesus uses our 

failures and difficulties to redirect us and get our focus back on Him.  Success isn’t always 

measured by the metrics in the bulletin.   

Remember, our presence here at Faith is temporary, and because it’s temporary, there is 

a certain level of discomfort.  That’s ok.  Over the last year and a half, Jesus has called home 

several members of our Faith family, and we miss them.  Even though it’s the ultimate goal that 

Jesus is preparing a place in Heaven for each and every one of us, we still are uncomfortable.  

That’s because we are made for the next world, not this one.   

And so, we press on.  We continue Jesus’ ministry of calling the lost home.  We rejoice 

when our loved ones complete their faith walk and we tend to each other and the community 

around us.  I know we will miss the families who are moving away.  I know God has many things 

planned for you in your new locations.  Come back and visit us when you get a chance.  Saying 

goodbye is hard, but we can take comfort that it’s all part of God’s plan.  We will all be ok and 

we’ll all be together again when Jesus comes again. 

Paul tells us that in Christ, we are new creations, and so we are.  We look forward to the 

eternal when everything will be set right.  Just like a graduation, we reflect on the struggle, but 

we also look forward to that ultimate victory that is yours in Christ Jesus. 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 

Timothy Quindt,  
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Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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