
  

Sermon Title: “Known”    

April 25th, 2021 – 4th Sunday in Easter 

Text: 1 John 3:1-7 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Christ is Risen!  He is Risen, indeed!  Hallelujah! 

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

For nearly a generation, there was a fairly common sentiment among Vietnam War Veterans to 

not talk about their experiences in that conflict because as they put it, “unless you were there, you 

wouldn’t understand.”  It was because of these veterans’ experience, that we learned about “PTSD,” and 

it wasn’t until Desert Storm, that these vets were able to talk about their experience with those vets 

returning from Desert Storm.  There was finally someone who could relate, and both generations were 

able to help each other and get some closure.   

In our text today, Jesus is discussing his authority.  He is telling the Pharisees that unlike hired 

hands, He will not desert His flock (i.e. God’s people) when it gets challenging, like when a wolf (i.e. the 

Devil or his minions).  Jesus says that He has the authority to lay His life down to protect God’s people 

and that He has the authority to take it up again.  Jesus is clearly claiming the authority to do something 

that only God can do; He is essentially claiming to be God.  This assertation was accomplished on Good 

Friday and completed Easter Sunday with Jesus’ resurrection.  Jesus then drops a bombshell; God’s 

chosen people are not exclusive to Israel.  God is including Gentiles into His flock.  God’s people, whether 

they are Jewish, or Gentile know Jesus, and He knows them.  Jesus is intent on bringing all of His 

followers under the fold. 

Have you gone through life thinking that nobody understands you or knows how to help you 

with life’s difficulties?  Like those Vietnam Veterans I mentioned before, maybe, “You wouldn’t 

understand,” has graced your lips.  If you came here looking for help, then you came to the right place.   

Through Jesus, the God of the universe understands what it is like to be human.  He knows what 

it is like to celebrate a wedding.  All of the hopes and dreams of the bride and groom as they start their 



  

lives together.  He gets it.  Jesus knows what it is like to be betrayed, beaten, and executed.  Jesus knows 

what it is like to lose a loved one, as Joseph is last referenced in Scripture when Jesus is 12.   

Jesus understands your pain.  Whether you or I lived through similar pain or not, Jesus did, and 

He understands you.  He loves you and He is preparing a place for you in Heaven, not because of the 

family you were born into, but because of who Jesus is and what He did for you.  Jesus understands 

when you are fired from your job.  He understands what it’s like to have your family life fall apart 

whether it be from death, divorce, or something else.  You are God’s child, and part of His flock.  Jesus 

will never leave you or abandon you no matter what you do. 

Jesus also understands your triumphs in life.  He’s there with you when you go to school for the 

first time.  He understands what that’s like too.  Jesus understands when you walk across the stage in 

your cap and gown.  He knows what it’s like when you build up the courage to ask for someone’s hand in 

marriage and He understands what it’s like to consider such a request.  Jesus understands you when you 

become parents for the very first time and raise up a family of your own.  Jesus is there to watch over 

them too as they grow up to be men and women in their own right.   

Jesus knows you, period.  He will never leave you or forsake you.  He is with you from the 

moment you are Baptized to the moment you take your last breath in this life.  Jesus knows you and is 

with you every step of the way. 

That’s only half of it.  Jesus also said that you know His voice.  “But, I was never alive in Judea 

when Jesus had His earthly ministry.  How can I know Jesus’ voice when He ascended into Heaven before 

I was born?”  Today Jesus comes to us in His Word and Sacraments.  His voice is there when we read or 

listen to God’s Word.  Dive into God’s Word and you will get a sense that not only do you know God, but 

also the Apostles, particularly Paul.  God’s Word can be that transformative.   

Jesus’ voice is there when you were Baptized, and his voice is there in the body and blood of His 

Holy Supper.  Jesus sent you the Holy Spirit to guide you.  Listen to Him.   

So, what about our neighbor?  After all, Jesus did say that He was calling all of His flock to Him.  

In our Discipleship process, we constantly talk about how there is God’s part, our part, and their part.  

You can’t do God’s part or their part, but when our neighbor is confronted by Jesus’ voice, there is a 

familiarity like none other, even if there is push back.  Prior to Covid-19, Faith would host EF Education 

First as they brought Chinese high school students over here for a few weeks of intensive English study 

and a “Phone Jail.”  I guess they needed a break from their phones during class.  One of the students 

walked past a portrait of Jesus and started asking about who He is because He looks familiar to that 



  

student.  Everyone seems to have some kind of innate sense of who Jesus is, whether we want to admit 

it or not.   

So, what is the bottom line?  We have a God that knows you and understands your pains and 

triumphs.  He will never leave you for forsake you.  Jesus calls us to be active participants in sharing His 

word with others.  While we may not understand their pain, suffering, and triumphs in life, Jesus does.   

You are fully known and loved by Jesus.  Though you walk past deathly shadows in life, God will 

keep you safe from harm and He has a place for you in His flock.  Listen to His voice.  He’s calling to you. 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 
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Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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