
  

Sermon Title: “Independence Day”    

July 5th, 2020 – 5th Sunday after Pentecost 

Text: Matthew 11:25-30 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?     

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

Well here we are, another Independence Day Weekend.  This time with a more subdued 
celebration.  No big fireworks displays, although some people still managed to set off some illegal 
fireworks in the neighborhood.  A vacation would sound good right about now, but many campgrounds 
and hotels are still closed or have severe restrictions.  And then there are the mask requirements.  How 
many of you enjoy wearing a mask everywhere you go?  There is a strong desire to return to “normal.”  
What is normal anymore?  Independence Day just doesn’t seem the same without all of the usual 
activities we usually do this time of year. 

In our text today, Jesus has just been scolding the Jews in the Galilean settlements for failing to 
recognize who He really is, the promised Messiah or “Anointed One.”  Jesus had just performed many 
miracles that only God could do, and yet they were clueless.  There were some who did recognize Jesus 
and followed Him, mostly from the lower classes.   

It is from this backdrop that Jesus prays out loud to His Father, giving thanks that the intellectual 
elite of His day (The Pharisees), didn’t figure out who Jesus really was, instead it were the outcasts of 
Jewish society, but Jesus refers to them as “little children.”  Jesus goes onto reveal that nobody knows 
the Father, except the Son and those whom the Son chose to reveal Him too.  Jesus would later reveal 
that if you’ve seen Him, then you’ve seen the Father.  In other words, Jesus is our conduit to the Father. 

Jesus then issues an invitation, mainly directed at the working class and devout Jews to follow 
Him.  There was no 40-hour work week back then.  Workers would work from sunrise to sunset, 6 days a 
week.  Then, in their free time, they would try to follow all of the rules of the Old Testament, including 
the 10 Commandments, as well as more than 600 rules and regulations contained in the Old Testament, 
plus the Pharisees invented about 1800 more rules to ensure you weren’t breaking anyone of God’s 
commandments.  Then there were the pilgrimages.  You were supposed to travel to the Jerusalem 
Temple for Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles.  Each festival was two weeks long and 



  

most employers did not grant paid vacation.  Travel in the ancient world was also dangerous and difficult.  
Roadside robberies were common and most travelers traveled by foot.  For those living in Galilee, you 
were looking at a 3-day journey on foot to travel the 80 miles or so to Jerusalem.  For your average 1st 
Century Jew, this created a huge burden and many gave up trying to please God.  These folks were 
keenly aware of the need to please God, and their own failings to do so.   

The Jews from the 1st Century really aren’t that different from most other people in other belief 
systems.  Almost all of them are different versions of you have to do “A, B, and C” to please or appease 
God.  Many of them teach of a judgement day where your good deeds will be weighed against your bad.  
If you’ve been good enough, then maybe, and just maybe, you’ll get to enter Heaven.  Even the 
Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses claim to be saved by Grace, but they define those terms very 
differently.  In actuality they believe that they are saved by works done for their perspective religious 
body and “grace” only makes up a small amount of it.  Ask a Mormon or JW if they’ve done enough to 
enter Heaven, they probably won’t know how to answer.  Even dying as a Martyr in Islam does not 
totally guarantee going to Heaven, but it comes close.  You still have to follow the 5 pillars.   

Jesus’ invitation would have been very appealing to His original audience.  Even though He’s the 
Son of God and the Promised Messiah, He relates to them by telling them that He is gentle and lowly.  
Josephus tells us that Jesus and Joseph made some of the finest oxen yokes around and that they were 
still in use some 200 years after Jesus had made them.  Many of Jesus’ original audience were likely 
Jesus’ customers and were aware of his life as a carpenter.  They would have understood Jesus’ analogy 
of how following Him under a light, but strong yoke, was easier than the heavy, burdensome yoke of the 
Old Testament.   

Jesus’ invitation to follow Him has as much of a resonance today as it did to His original 
followers.  They were burned out with their day-to-day duties and their religious requirements.  Many 
people today are too, or they’ve just given up.  They are too busy to learn from Jesus, because they are 
burnt out in their day-to-day lives and they wrongly think that they have to do a lot of church work in 
order to please God.   

In actuality, nothing could be further from the truth.  In fact, Jesus did the work for us.  We 
didn’t deserve it.  We didn’t earn it.  We didn’t have to do anything for it, other than accept Jesus’ 
invitation to follow Him and listen to Him.  In the Words and Water of your Baptism, Jesus declared your 
Independence Day from sin, death, and devil.  We have been set free. 

So now what?  Because we are free, we get to respond.  No heavy yoke dragging us down.  We 
are free to love our neighbor, spouse, or even the people we don’t like very much.  We are free to do 
those works that benefit the Body of Christ and our neighbor.  We don’t have to worry about being 
“good enough.”  The Father looks at you and sees Jesus.  When we listen to Jesus and follow Him, we 



  

don’t have to worry about your needs.  Jesus tells us that our Heavenly Father knows what we need 
before we do and He gladly attends to those needs.  How many times have we needed something here 
and just right at the last minute, someone makes a generous donation, we get a grant, or the county 
realizes that the parking lot is not good gopher habitat?  Ever notice how God always seems to put the 
right person in the right place with the right skillset, even if they don’t always have the right “resume?”  
God equips the called, not the other way around.  Yes, God has equipped you to do some amazing things 
here in order to further the Gospel.  Maybe it was your knowledge as an electrician, your music talents, 
or maybe it was simply the skillset to raise up wonderful children and grandchildren.  God has given your 
independence to do those things.  He has freed you.   

Congratulations.  You are a little child of God.   Receive Jesus’ invitation.  As the Father said on 
several occasions, “This is my beloved Son.  Listen to Him.”  When we do that, we are truly free.  That’s 
something, no other belief system can deliver on.  Neither can secularism or even Timothy O’Leary.  
Listen to Jesus, and you will know the Father.  Jesus will make that introduction.  You will truly be free. 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 

Timothy Quindt,  
Licensed Lay Deacon 
(503) 358-0770 
tquindt@hotmail.com 

Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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