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He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.  

Philippians 2:8b 
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PALM SUNDAY 
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 

The Hour Is at Hand 
April 5, 2020 

 
DIVINE SERVICE SETTING ONE  p.151 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   John 1:12; Philippians 1:6 
 

Leader:   In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:    Amen. 
 

Leader:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in  
  us. 
All:    But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just will forgive  
  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness 
 

Leader:   Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
All:    Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and  
  unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by  
  what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not  
  loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  
  ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.     

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive  
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and  
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Leader:   In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and  
  for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus  
  Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows  
  on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in  
  us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
All:  Amen. 

     
OPENING HYMN               “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” LSB 442 
 

All glory laud and honor to You Redeemer King 
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring 

You are the King of Israel and David's royal Son 
Now in the Lord's name coming, our King and Blessed One 
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All glory laud and honor to You Redeemer King 
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring 

The multitude of pilgrims with palms before You went 
Our praise and prayer and anthems before You we present 

 
KYRIE – Lord Have Mercy   p. 152   
 

Leader:   In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
All:    Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader:   For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
All:    Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader:   For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God  
  and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
All:    Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader:   For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise  
let us pray to the Lord. 

All:    Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader:   Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
All:    Amen. 
 
SALUTATION 
 

Leader:   The Lord be with you. 
All:    And also with you. 
 

Leader:   Let us pray. 
 

      Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people 
that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All:    Amen. 
 

Leader:   Palm Sunday begins with unbridled joy as we recall how Jesus entered  
  Jerusalem riding on a donkey, while being acclaimed by the crowds with  
  loud shouts of “Hosanna” and boisterous waving of palm branches. So  
  today we begin with songs of praise and waving of palm branches as we  
  hail Jesus as the One worthy of all glory, laud, and honor. But then the  
  solemnness of Holy Week also begins. With a time of silence, the service  
  shifts our focus to Jesus’ path to the cross. As foretold by prophets long  
  ago, Jesus was stricken and afflicted, beaten and spit upon, crucified, and  
  He died.  
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Leader: He did this out of divine love for all of humanity, taking on Himself the sins  
  of all people for our forgiveness. Today’s worship reflects the pattern of  
  our lives. At times we experience unbridled joy and celebration. And then,  
  sometimes in the next moment, we experience heartbreaking suffering.  

Jesus is there with us—in the joyful celebrations, in the heartbreak and  
suffering. He alone can transform it all into deeper love for God and  
neighbor. The hour of Jesus’ death on the cross is the hour of our life and  
salvation. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING   Isaiah 50:4–9a   
(Isaiah foretells One who would “give His back to those who strike” and His “cheeks to those who 
pull out the beard.” Yet Jesus sets His face like flint to secure our salvation.) 
 
4 The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how 
to sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens 
my ear to hear as those who are taught. 5 The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was 
not rebellious; I turned not backward. 6 I gave my back to those who strike, and my 
cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. 
 

7 But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set 
my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 8 He who vindicates me is 
near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let 
him come near to me. 9 Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 
 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE   Philippians 2:5–11  (Every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord.) 
 
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL  John 12:12-19 (The Triumphal Entry) 

 

L:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Twelfth chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying 
out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of 
Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 
15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
behold, your king is coming, 
    sitting on a donkey's colt!” 

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then 
they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to 
him. 17 The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and 
raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to 
meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one 
another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.” 

L:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”  LSB 849 
 

Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light;  
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the One who preached the Gospel, healing every dread disease, 
Calming storms, and feeding thousands with the very Bread of peace. 

 

Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong, yet gentle, word;  
Praise the One who drove out demons with the piercing, two-edged sword, 

Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert’s burning sand; 
From this well comes living water, quenching thirst in every land. 

 

Let us praise the Word Incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place. 
Jesus died and rose victorious that we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, Seeing what our God has done; 

Let us praise the true Redeemer, Praise the One who makes us one. 
 
SERMON   “Guts, Glory, Jesus”   John 12:12-19 
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CREED – Apostles’ Creed  p. 159 
 

All:   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
            maker of heaven and earth 
  and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

        And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
             begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
      God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
    begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
    by whom all things were made; 
    who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
    and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was  
  made man; 
    and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered and was buried. 
    And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
         and ascended into heaven 
    and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
    And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the  
  dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

         And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life † of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Leader:   Having set out with Jesus, our Lord, on His journey to Jerusalem, let us 
bring our prayers to God in humility and love. 

 

Silence for reflection 
 

   For the renewal of the Church in the coming holy days; for those 
preparing for Baptism, that they come to the waters of Baptism with joy; 
for all missionaries of the Church; for pastors, teachers, and all the 
people,  let us pray to the Lord, 

All:    Lord, have mercy. 
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Leader:   For leaders throughout the world, that they seek the well-being of the 
poor, practice good stewardship of creation, and work for peace and 
freedom for all; for refugees and those who provide hospitality, safety, 
and sustenance to victims of wars; for those who serve in harm’s way, 
and for our enemies; let us pray to the Lord, 

All:    Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader:   For the sick, the suffering, and dying, that they find hope in their  
      despair, patience in their suffering, and healing according to God’s will; 

for those who mourn, that they find comfort in the death and resurrection 
of Jesus, let us pray to the Lord, 

All:    Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader:   For newcomers to our congregation, that they find a warm welcome 
among God’s people; for the families of this congregation, that we care 
for one another with the mind of Christ; for the safety of all who travel,   
let us pray to the Lord, 

All:    Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader:   For this Christian assembly, that our eating and drinking in remembrance 
of Jesus fill us with faith, gratitude, and love for our brothers and sisters,  
let us pray to the Lord, 

All:    Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader:   For the faithful departed, we give thanks. For us who still walk by faith, 
that we remain faithful until that day when every knee shall bow and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  let us pray to the Lord, 

All:    Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader:   Hear our prayer, Lord God. Transform our hearts and minds during this 
Holy Week to be more like the heart and mind of Christ, in whose name 
we pray. 

All:    Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  Matthew 6:9–13 
 

Leader:   Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
All:    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
       Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
       give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
       not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
       kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen. 
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Leader:   Thank You, Lord of all creation, for not leaving us forsaken in our sins, but 
for redeeming us by Your love shown us in Jesus, who humbled Himself, 
being born as a human being; who taught and healed and cast out evil 
and forgave; who confronted the proud and lifted up the lowly; who gave 
Himself into betrayal, torture, and death on a cross; whom You raised on 
the third day in triumph over all evil. For this bread and cup, Christ’s body 
and blood, given and shed for the forgiveness of our sins, we thank You, 
we praise You, and we adore You. 

All:    Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  Numbers 6:24–26 p. 166 
 

Leader:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
       The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
       The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.             
All:    Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN                     “The Lamb”   LBS 547 vs. 1-3 
 

The Lamb, the Lamb - O Father where's the sacrifice 
Faith sees, believes - God will provide the Lamb of price  

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own 
The Lamb is reigning on His throne 

 

The Lamb, the Lamb - As wayward sheep their shepherd kill 
So still, His will – On our behalf the Law to fill 

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own 
The Lamb is reigning on His throne 

 

The Lamb, the Lamb - One perfect final offering 
The Lamb, the Lamb - Let earth join heav'n His praise to sing 

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own 
The Lamb is reigning on His throne  

CCLI Song No. 643985 Gerald Coleman  CCLI License No. 2875079 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 


