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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 17, 2020 

9:30 am Combined Service 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   
 

Leader:   In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:    Amen.   
 

Leader: The three sad days have quickly sped, He rises glorious from the dead. 
All glory to our risen Head! Alleluia!  (LSB 464:3) 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
All:  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Leader: Even as we glory in the gift of eternal life, in that hope we spend our days 
in joyful repentance and faith. Let us confess our sin, the sin that still so 
easily besets us, and receive the full forgiveness our Lord daily provides 
for us. 

All: Lord God, though the strife is over, the battle done, and now is the 
victor’s triumph won, sin still hangs on. We are Your baptized 
people. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us into our Easter joy. 

 

Leader: Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my as a called and licensed 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN         “Dear Christians One And All Rejoice”  LSB 556 
 

Dear Christians one and all rejoice with exultation springing 
And with united heart and voice and holy rapture singing 

Proclaim the wonders God hath done How His right arm the victory won 
What price our ransom cost Him 

 

Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay death brooded darkly o’er me 
Sin was my torment night and day in sin my mother bore me 
But daily deeper still I fell – my life had become a living hell 

So firmly sin possessed me 
 

My own good works all came to naught no grace or merit they gaining 
Free will against God’s judgment fought dead to all good remaining 

My fears increased till sheer despair left naught but death to be my share 
The pangs of hell I suffered 
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But God beheld my wretched state before the world’s foundation 
And mindful of His mercies great He planned my soul’s salvation 
A father’s heart He turned to me sought my redemption fervently 

He gave His dearest Treasure 

CCLI Song # 7077427 Martin Luther | Richard Massie  Public Domain  CCLI License # 2875079 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Leader:  Let us pray. 
 

God our Father, You protect Your children from all that would harm our 
salvation. Give us the courage of faith and love toward You, that we have 
boldness to live for You and confess Your holy name before all; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

All:   Amen.  
 
FIRST READING  Acts 17:16–31 
 
16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as 
he saw that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews 
and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to 
be there. 18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And 
some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a 
preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 
19 And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this 
new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 For you bring some strange things to our 
ears. We wish to know therefore what these things mean.” 21 Now all the Athenians and 
the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing 
something new.   
22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that 
in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of 
your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the 
world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples 
made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since 
he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And he made from one 
man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined 
allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, 
and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each 
one of us, 28 for “‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your 
own poets have said, “‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 
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29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or 
silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30 The times of 
ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a 
man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him 
from the dead.” 
  

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
EPISTLE  1 Peter 3:13–22 
 
13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you 
should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be 
troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do 
it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are 
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it 
is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil. 
 
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which he 
went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did not obey, when 
God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a 
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21 Baptism, which 
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an 
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who 
has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers having been subjected to him. 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL     John 14:15–21 
 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
All: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he 
dwells with you and will be in you. 18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 
19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. 
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 Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and 
you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is 
who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and 
manifest myself to him.” 
  

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY             “Jesus Christ My Sure Defense”  LSB 741 vs. 1-4 
 

Jesus Christ my sure defense – and my Savior now is living 
Knowing this my confidence – rests upon the hope here given 

Though the night of death be fraught - still with many anxious thought 
 

Jesus my Redeemer lives – like-wise I to life shall waken 
He will bring me where He is – shall my courage then be shaken? 
Shall I fear of could the Head – rise and leave His members dead? 

 

No, too closely I am bound – by my hope to Christ forever 
Faith’s strong hand the Rock has found – grasped it and will leave it never 

Even death no can-not part – from the Lord the trusting heart 
 

I am flesh and must return – to the dust whence I am taken 
But by faith I now discern – that from death I shall awaken 

With my Savior to abide – in His glory at His side 
 

Text: Octo Von Schwerin/Tune: Johann Cruger   Public Domain 
 
SERMON  “What’s New?”   Acts 17:16-31 
 

Leader:  The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and  
  Minds in Christ Jesus.       Philippians 4:7  
All:   Amen.  
 
CREED – Apostles’ Creed  LSB 192 
 

All:    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

       And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  
  the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
  Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.  
       The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven  
       and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
       From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
       the resurrection of the body, and the life † everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Leader: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 

Lord God, we give You thanks and praise for the new life and salvation 
with which You have brought beauty into our lives and our world again 
through the resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. We pray 
that You open the ears of all who hear Your Word, that this salvation 
come to many in true repentance and faith, the gift of Your own Holy 
Spirit.  

 

 Send Your Spirit mightily especially upon those called to preach, 
proclaim, and teach Your life-giving Word. Guide all pastors, teachers, 
and servants of the Church to be faithful in word and deed. To all who 
govern and lead your people, give Your blessing and wisdom, that 
healing and peace return to our land.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

All:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: When suffering for Your truth comes our way, remind us of the certain 
victory that is ours by our Baptism into Christ. Give us the vision of Your 
mercy and grace, that we endure any opposition to the true faith. 

 Visit with Your peace and healing all who suffer illness, injury, or any 
painful difficulty. Let not their hearts be troubled or weighed down with 
any fear, but lift their eyes to Your sure and certain promises of eternal 
life and joy.  

 

 With honor and love, we bring before You, O everlasting God, all our 
departed family and friends who with Christ in heaven. By Your grace, 
keep us faithful and steadfast, that we too see the joys of Your heavenly 
kingdom.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

All:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in  
  Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
All:  Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING  At this time we would normally collect an offering. Please take a moment  
  to visit our church website, give + mobile or write a personal check to  
  send your much appreciated tithe.”  
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LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13)  
 

Leader:  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
All:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
  come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day  
  our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
  us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Leader:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
All:  Amen.  
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  p. 178 
 

Leader: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh 
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 
and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do 
in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in 
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION   Numbers 6:24-26 p. 202  
 

Leader:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.  

All:   Amen, amen, amen.  
 
HYMN        “Alleluia Sing to Jesus” LSB 821 
 

Alleluia sing to Jesus His the scepter His the throne 
Alleluia His the triumph His the vic-to-ry alone 

Hark the songs of peaceful Zion - thunder like a mighty flood 
Jesus out of ev'ry nation has redeemed us by His blood 
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Alleluia not as orphans are we left in sorrow now 
Alleluia He is near us faith believes nor questions how 

Though the cloud from sight received Him when the forty days were o'er 
Shall our hearts forget His promise I am with you evermore 

 

Alleluia bread of heaven here on earth our food our stay 
Alleluia here the sinful flee to You from day to day 

Intercessor friend of sinners Earth's Redeemer hear our plead 
Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea 

 

Alleluia King eternal Lord omnipotent we own 
Alleluia born of Mary Earth Your footstool heav'n Your throne 

As within the veil You entered robed in flesh our great High Priest 
Here on earth both priest and victim in the Eucharistic Feast 

 

Alleluia sing to Jesus His the scepter His the throne 
Alleluia His the triumph His the vic-to-ry alone 

Hark the songs of peaceful Zion - thunder like a mighty flood 
Jesus out of ev'ry nation has redeemed us by His blood 

 

CCLI Song # 4236401 William Chatterton Dix     CCLI License # 2875079 

 
DISMISSAL  
 

Leader:  Go in peace, service the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 


