
  

Sermon Title: “Hide and Seek”    

November 15th, 2020 – 24th Sunday after Pentecost 

Text: Zephaniah 1:7-16 
   
Theme:  Even in difficult times, God still blesses the faithful. 

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen.    

 Here we are once again approaching the end of one Church year and preparing for another.  We 

continue our mission of “Raising up families and followers of Jesus Christ,” until Jesus returns for us 

despite the challenges that Covid-19 presents us.  This time of year, is a solemn time in the Church year 

and we tend to focus on the “end times.”  Today’s text is no different, but it also gives us comfort. 

 Zephaniah, the author of our Old Testament Lesson, was a contemporary of Jeremiah, and lived 

under the reign of Manasseh and Josiah.  He wrote his book around 640 BC.  Like, Jeremiah, he warns 

Judah of the upcoming punishment that God will bring about, but Zephaniah doesn’t specifically 

mention the Babylonians like Jeremiah does.  What he does tells us is that Judah’s neighbors would also 

not be spared from this upcoming punishment.  So, running to them isn’t going to help.  Jerusalem 

would share the same fate as evil Nineveh (now known as Mosul, Iraq).   

 In our text for today, God promises a lot of punishment on “the Day of the Lord.”  The King’s 

sons and high ranking government officials will not be spared.  Neither will those who dress up as 

foreigners just like Nazi war criminals who tried to disguise themselves as foreign peoples.  You can’t 

hide from God.  He will find you when He searches for you.  Too many people had become indifferent to 

God.  They didn’t think that Yahweh did them any good, nor did they believe that He caused them any 

harm.  Religious apathy was rampant.  They just didn’t care.  Does this attitude sound familiar today?  

When the Day of the Lord (Judgement Day) comes, those fortified cities will fall.  The merchants will be 

wiped out, along with money, wealth, and real estate.  Anyone who steals, cheats, lies will be punished.  

There is no escape.  The pursuit of material wealth will become meaningless and you won’t be able to 

buy your way out of it.   

 While out text initially talked about Jerusalem’s destruction at the hands of the Babylonians in 

587 BC, but we saw this repeated again in 70 AD, when the Jews rose up against the Romans and 



  

Jerusalem was destroyed again.  Things were so bad then, that Josephus tells us that people resorted to 

cannibalism and infanticide.  Jesus foresaw all of this, which is why He wept for Jerusalem.   

 So, with all of this doom and gloom, is there anything in this text for us?  Is there anything that 

we can learn from this text?  I think the answer is “yes.”  When God chooses to hold people accountable 

there is no escape.  You can’t buy your way out of it.  You can’t earn your way out of it.  You can’t argue 

your way out of it.  There’s no fooling Jesus, but I bet you all know people who will try and actually think 

they can get away with it.  If we’re honest with ourselves, we’ve tried it too on occasion.   

Now I’ve been holding off on one verse, because it’s the most important of the passage.  Take 

another look at verse 7, “7Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near; the LORD has 

prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests.”  Yes, it’s there, there’s nothing you can say to God, but 

look at the second part of this verse.  “The LORD has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests.”  In 

other words, Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice for our sin.  We don’t have to speak, because Jesus has 

done that for us.  We don’t have to consecrate ourselves, because Jesus has already done this for us.  If 

you get a chance, read the whole book of Zephaniah.  Chapter three has some great information about 

Jesus, all written more than 600 years before Jesus was born.  Absolutely amazing. 

 When we look around at our world, do you think they have a similar belief about God as the 

Judeans did?  Are people today apathetic when it comes to their relationship with God?  Are they are 

too busy to worship God because sports, leisure activities, or pursuing material wealth?  While I don’t 

see God using the Russians or the Chinese coming over to conquer the United States like in Red Dawn 

(yes, the remake was originally the Chinese, but was digitally altered to be the North Koreans so they 

would not disrupt the video market in China).  I do however see God using the Coronavirus to get 

people’s attention.  Covid-19 has drastically affected our lives and economic status like nothing else 

during our lifetimes.  Suddenly some things we valued no longer have much value, while other items 

have become valuable.  Who would have ever thought adults would be so excited to buy toilet paper?  

Costco just got some more in, I guess I better go do my Christmas shopping.   

But seriously, when Jesus returns, whether you have been consecrated by Him will be the 

determining factor on how you fare on Judgement Day.  Jesus tells us that we will be saved by faith in 

Him alone.  There is nothing we can do to earn it.  There is nothing we can say.  Jesus knows our hearts 

and there’s no fooling Him.  There’s no hiding, either.  It didn’t work for Adam and Eve; it didn’t work for 

the Judeans; it won’t work for us, either.  So, since we have faith in Christ Jesus, we’re all set.  We can 

relax, but what about our neighbor?  How do we help him or her? 

 Coronavirus has given a tremendous opportunity to share the Gospel with those around you.  It 

has created a shared common experience.  In some cases, it has freed up people’s schedules, and in 

others it has rocked their world view.  There are simply things that can’t be explained without God.  Be 



  

that friend.  Listen to their concerns.  You don’t have to be the world’s greatest theologian; you just have 

to be a friend.  Live your life as an example of what faith in Jesus is like.  It’s more than just a bumper 

sticker on your car and an hour of your time on Sunday morning.  It’s that blessed reassurance that falls 

somewhere between recklessness and knowing that Jesus has this.  Take a reasonable risk with the 

Gospel and watch your faith grow, knowing that Jesus has you in His arms. 

 Some people will follow Jesus and some won’t.  Remember, there is God’s part, your part, and 

their part.  You can’t do God’s part.  You can’t do their part.  You can only do your part.  Your part is to 

love people like Jesus, and to teach people that you come across what Jesus has said and done.  When 

you do that, you are making disciples.   

 I know all of this “end times” theology can be frightening, and if I was a non-believer, I would be 

scared, but I take Jesus at His word.  When He says, “Your sins are forgiven,” I believe Him.  When Jesus 

calls me His friend, I believe Him.  I trust Him.  When I eat His Body and Blood, I know that I am forgiven.  

I know that I have been consecrated in Jesus’ blood.  I also know that you have been too.  God says to all 

of us, “I raised my Son from the dead and I will raise you too.”  While the non-believer dismisses this, we 

take great comfort in this.  Amen, come Lord Jesus.    

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 

Timothy Quindt,  
Licensed Lay Deacon 
(503) 358-0770 
tquindt@hotmail.com 

Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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