
  

Sermon Title: “Sent”    

April 11th, 2021 – 2nd Sunday in Easter 

Text: John 20:19-31 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Christ is Risen!  He is Risen, indeed!  Hallelujah! 

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Have you ever been given a task that you thought was impossible?  Maybe it was to lose weight, 
complete some job, win a competition, or complete something that God has put on your heart.   

In our Gospel text today, the Disciples are back in the Upper Room, with the doors locked.  They 
are afraid of what might happen to them if they are spotted by the Jewish leadership.  Jesus has just 
been arrested, crucified, and now reports are trickling out that people have seen Him alive.  Judas has 
hung himself, and Thomas is not there either, but the remaining ten are all there.  Then Jesus appears to 
them saying, “Peace be with you.”  Jesus then breathes on them, giving them the Holy Spirit.  This is the 
first time that the Disciples receive the Holy Spirit and gives them the “Power of the Keys,” the ability to 
forgive in Jesus’ name and the ability to withhold forgiveness.  Jesus then disappears and the Disciples 
tell Thomas when he returns.  Thomas is a little skeptical, the word in Greek is “apistis,” or lack of faith.  
Thomas knows that there is no way Jesus could have survived crucifixion (despite what Mohammed 
would say over 600 years later).  He wanted verification.  Eight days later, he receives that verification, 
and Jesus appears once again, providing the proof that Thomas desired.   

While Thomas is looked down upon for his unbelief, I think it’s good to remember that he wasn’t 
there to receive the Holy Spirit from Jesus the first time.  Another thing to remember, Jesus frequently 
had commented on the Disciples’ lack of faith or weak faith prior to His death and resurrection.  
Remember Peter attempting to walk on water?  Remember when he denied knowing Jesus?  We tend to 
be more forgiving of those folks than Thomas.  Remember our time with the Catechism?  “I believe that I 
cannot come to faith . . .”  While Thomas may have been a bit too skeptical, once Jesus does provide 



  

proof of His resurrection, Thomas is the first of the Disciples to recognize and verbalize explicitly that 
Jesus is God.   

Jesus’ response to Thomas is often interpreted as a critique, but it’s much more than that.  He is 
telling the Disciples that many people will come to faith based on their testimony, not actually seeing 
Jesus, and they too will be blessed.   

Jesus does something else here, and I think it’s a watershed moment in history.  He transforms 
the Disciples into Apostles.  Disciples are students of a rabbi.  They learn everything they can from him 
and emulate his every move.  Apostles are the emissaries of whoever sent them and legally everything 
they say as an apostle is as if the individual was speaking those words in person.  Caesar, for example 
would send apostles to speak on his behalf.  The apostle would be afforded the same courtesies as if 
Caesar was actually present.  So, in our lesson for today, Jesus has been identified as God, but He has 
given human beings the right and responsibilities to speak for Him and to forgive sins and to withhold 
forgiveness on behalf of God.  Do you realize what they (and now you) have been tasked with?  Let it sink 
in. 

Jesus drives the point home in verse 21, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I 
am sending you.”  Jesus is linking His mission, His relationship with His Father to the Disciples and now 
us.   

It took some time, some struggles, and more appearances by Jesus, but the Disciples did their 
jobs, including Thomas.  They truly became Apostles in every sense of the word, and all of them, with 
the exception of John, endured horrific executions for their faith.  Thomas was believed to have been 
executed in what is now Armenia, North Eastern Turkey, or Georgia (not the State).  Jesus released His 
Disciples to become Apostles and they spread the Gospel far and wide, reaching deep into Africa, 
Europe, and India during their lifetimes.  Others picked up where they left off and now the Gospel can be 
heard on every single continent on this planet, and even from outer space.  These scared teenagers truly 
became “fishers of men.” 

Now it’s your turn.  We come here to hear God’s Word and we want to share the Gospel to a 
world that increasingly doesn’t want to hear it.  How can we share it in a world like this?  I know it would 
be nice for people to just walk in off the street and come in and get connected.  We all love it when it 
happens, but its not very often.  Maybe Covid-19 has helped with that, but it’s still rare.  Jesus didn’t just 
set up shop in the Jerusalem Temple and wait for people to come to Him, He sent His Apostles to them.  
Yes, they started in the Temple on Pentecost because that’s where the people were then.  We too, have 
to go to the people.   

Here’s another tip I’ve learned over the last year.  When faced with a big challenge, break it up 
into smaller steps.  If I would have known that I would have been providing Word and Sacrament 



  

Ministry to Faith for a little over a year, while holding down a full-time job back then, I would have said 
that there is no way that I could ever do this, but I took it one Sunday at a time.  In our Discipleship 
efforts, think of it the same way.  Don’t think of what it would take to share the Gospel with every single 
person in Lacey.  (I bet you there are quite a few people here that already know it).  Instead, build a 
relationship with people, one person at a time.  Start with people you know, then build out as the 
introductions naturally flow.  Remember, Jesus has established a direct link between His Father, through 
Him to you, so you are never alone.   

What about those friends that doubt or want proof?  Fortunately, we live in a time where there 
is more evidence for the resurrection than ever before.  We have eyewitness testimony, forensic 
evidence, rebuttal evidence, and more archeologic evidence than ever before.  More than 25,000 
ancient manuscript fragments of the New Testament have been catalogued.  That’s far beyond any other 
ancient text.  People thought the New Testament was that important to go to the expense of hand 
copying it and distributing it over an area from Spain to India, from Great Britain to Ethiopia.  Do you 
really think they would have done so, unless they thought it was that important?  For those skeptics, Lee 
Strobel’s The Case for Christ, is an excellent starting point.  As usual the book is better than the movie, 
but both are good. 

We were blessed to have Pastor Greg these last few weeks and it has me thinking about how we 
can share the Gospel with our community, given our unique gifts and abilities.  When he gets here, I 
think we are going to relook at how we conduct ministry here at Faith.  I think we are going to look at 
rebuilding our youth program.  I think we are going to enhance our care warriors program, and I 
definitely think we are going to supercharge our discipleship process.  Once Covid-19 is over, I hope we 
can restart our Youth nights, and right before the Youth nights, I would like us to start peer-to-peer 
tutoring.  We know there are a lot of kids that need help with their schoolwork, and many cannot afford 
the tutoring they need.  We also know that we have a strength in education here at Faith.    Once you 
develop a relationship with people, then, and only then can you share the Gospel.  Do we want the 
community to know us for what we are against, or do we want the community to know us by who we 
really are?   

I know these are scary times, but I sense an optimism here.  I think that we are going to do some 
amazing things here at Faith.  While Jesus didn’t appear to us while we’re in a locked room, Jesus did 
send us The Holy Spirit through the water and words of your Holy Baptism.  You have been sent.  You 
have been tasked with speaking to this community on Jesus’ behalf.  So ask yourself, “Do these words 
sound like something Jesus would say or do?”  You have God’s Word readily available to check.  I know 
most of you have it on your phones.  Yes, chose your words carefully, but remember, Jesus sent you the 
Holy Spirit and He promised you that the Holy Spirit would give you the words to speak.  So, pray for 
those words.  Yes, we mess up.  We’ve messed up in the past, and I know we’ll mess up in the future.  
Acknowledge it, learn from it and move on.  Jesus grants you grace, mercy, and forgiveness.  Do the 



  

same for your neighbor.  When we do that, amazing things will happen.  “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 

Timothy Quindt,  
Licensed Lay Deacon 
(503) 358-0770 
tquindt@hotmail.com 

Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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