
  

Sermon Title: “Who do you say I am?”    

February 28th, 2021 – 2nd Sunday in Lent 

Text: Mark 8:27-38; Romans 5:1-11 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

How many of you have been watching WandaVision?  I know there are a few comic book 
fans out there and the show is just now starting to get interesting.  The premise is that the main 
character, Wanda set up this artificial reality in a small town in New Jersey.  The townspeople 
have no idea that their reality has changed, and they are living out their lives in a TV Sitcom.  It 
parodies The Dick Van Dyke Show, The Brady Bunch, Family Ties, Full House, and Modern Family 
to name a few.  I would imagine this false reality will come crashing down by the end of the 
show.   

In our Gospel text today, we see a similarity.  Jesus and the Disciples are walking along 
the road heading way up north to Caesarea Philippi.  One of the topics that come up is who 
Jesus really is, and Jesus starts out by asking the Disciples who other people say He is.  Their 
answers show that Jesus is recognized as a prophet of God, so the people at this point have a 
distorted view of who Jesus is, but at least they are able to see that He is speaking God’s Word.   

Then Jesus gets to the heart of the matter and asks the Disciples who they think He 
really is, and Peter blurts out that Jesus is the Christ AKA Messiah.  Jews of Jesus’ day were very 
aware of the Old Testament prophecies detailing who God’s Messiah would be and they were 
clearly anticipating his coming.  Notice how Jesus does not deny Peter’s identification, He just 
doesn’t want Peter telling everyone that He is the Messiah.  Why?  There are several reasons, 
but one of the big ones is that Peter hadn’t grown spiritually to be able to explain it properly.  
That will happen on Pentecost.  Another reason is that there were a lot of false messiahs going 
around in those days, and if the Disciples would have been identifying Jesus as the Messiah, not 
only would the government see Him as a threat, most people would have been very skeptical of 
what Jesus had to say, and it would have fallen on deaf ears.  In Mark, Jesus sets up a pattern of 



  

how He does something that only Yahweh can do, then He says something to indicate that He is 
God, but He does it in a way where the observers have to think about it a little bit.  Jesus 
doesn’t just come out and tell the crowds that He is the Messiah, He shows them.  He gives 
them the opportunity to figure it out after giving them several clues, but with the Disciples, its 
different.  Jesus will tell them plainly, but they too struggle with this, as we see today in the text.  

So, after Jesus does not deny his Messianic identity, He breaks the “fourth wall,” with His 
Disciples, “plainly,” explaining God’s plan for salvation.  Because the Disciples, like many others, 
have mixed their own ideas with who the Messiah is with who God says He is, Jesus’ details that 
He must suffer, and die are upsetting to them.  Their idea of Messiah is that he would be a 
military conqueror, liberating Israel from foreign rule and restoring the line of David.  The idea 
that the chief priests and scribes would reject God’s Messiah would also have been offensive to 
many Jews.  These guys are supposed to be the best and brightest.  They should be the first 
ones to identify God’s Messiah.  We know reality is quite different.  Many false messiahs were 
executed in some fashion or another and that was seen as proof that they were false prophets.  
Jesus’ statement that He would die on the cross, the most dishonorable form of death, was 
extremely offensive to Peter and contrary to his flawed understanding of the Messiah. 

Jesus breaks that fourth wall by putting Peter back in his place.  He’s telling Peter that he 
doesn’t fully understand.  God viewpoint of the world, including life and death is much different 
than ours.  We are like the townspeople of WandaVision.  We don’t have a full view of reality, 
only Jesus has that.   

At some point, a crowd shows up, and Jesus tells the crowd that if they chose to follow 
Him, they must take up their crosses, too.  Following Jesus means that we put Him first.  Trying 
to save our lives by denying Jesus will have the opposite effect.  Jesus is essentially telling the 
crowd that He has power over life and death, not the Romans, not the Scribes and Priests, but 
only He and His Father.  Our bubble reality isn’t the ultimate reality, that is with Jesus.  We are 
here, to learn about Jesus and to learn to follow Him above everything else.  In the event that 
we die, it’s not the last word.  Jesus has that. 

If you look at our Epistle for today, Paul spells it out that Jesus didn’t wait for us to 
cleanse ourselves of our sin, He took care of it while we were still sinners.  Jesus didn’t wait for 



  

Peter to figure out what he got right, and what he got wrong.  Jesus fixed it and restored all of 
us.  We need not fear death as long as we are followers of Jesus Christ. 

Notice though, that Paul lets us know that we do not remain weak.  He uses past tense.  
God sees us in our sin, and sent Jesus to fix it, but He doesn’t leave us to wallow in our sin.  He 
sent His Holy Spirit to nurture us, strengthen us, restore us, and build us up.  We call this 
process sanctification.  It’s a process that takes a lifetime, but God continues to bring us closer 
to Him. 

Today, we celebrate a milestone in that journey.  “Get behind me Satan,” was not Jesus’ 
last words to Peter.  Peter would go on to tell people about Jesus until he was arrested by Nero 
and crucified upside down.  Peter also got outside of his comfort zone by Baptizing Centurion 
Cornelius’ entire family, opening up the Gospel to the first Gentiles.  Today we got to see that 
continue with little Wyatt.  God will send His Holy Spirit to Wyatt and as he grows, strengthen 
him and watch over him.  When he runs into difficulties, God will be there for him too. 

It’s not just Wyatt that God is standing by, He’s right there for us too.  Through His Word 
and Sacraments, God has broken that fourth wall and has freed us from an artificial reality.  
While we mourn the losses of Vic Hora and John Gilbert, we know that it not the end.  God’s 
love goes beyond that.  Death is not the end of the story.  Our Father rose His Son from the 
dead and has promised to do the same for us.  He doesn’t wait for us to “get right with God,” 
He just takes care of it.  So, pick up your cross and follow Jesus.  Life awaits. 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 
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Quotations from Scripture come from: 
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