
  

Sermon Title: “Gone Fishin’”    

January 31th, 2021 – 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 

Text: Mark 1:14-20 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen.    

Can you believe it?  We’re already at the 3rd Sunday after Epiphany!  Time flies.  Spring will be in 
the air soon, along with warmer weather, and it will be time once again to make our pilgrimage down to 
Cabela’s and see what fishing gear I just can’t live without.  Yes, there is a discrepancy between what I 
think I need and what the wife thinks I need, particularly since I haven’t had the time to go fishing in the 
last couple of years, but that’s beside the point, right?  Some of this fishing gear makes me wonder if it’s 
just to catch the fisherman, rather than to catch fish.  Either way it burns a hole in your wallet. 

Our text today is a familiar one, where Jesus goes fishing for His first Disciples among the fishing 
community along the Sea of Galilee, but I think we sometimes miss the point if we don’t understand the 
background of the text.  Mark really likes to cut to the chase.  He has a familiar style of Jesus 
“immediately” doing something that demonstrates that He is in fact God, then makes a brief statement.  
Details in Mark are at a minimum.  Remember paper and writing instruments were expensive and hard 
to come by so ancient authors had to do a lot more editing in their heads than we do today.  So, let me 
flush out this story for you and provide you with some background. 

Some time has passed since Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist down by Bethany by the 
Jordan.  Two of John’s Disciples were Andrew and John and they followed Jesus to have an evening 
conversation with him.  John the Baptist also has been condemning and advising Herod Agrippa.  Herod 
is engaged in a great scandal.  His father decided at the birth of his granddaughter that she should marry 
Herod Agrippa’s brother, Philip.  Philip and his wife didn’t get along too well, so she divorces him to 
marry Herod Agrippa.  Well, here’s another problem.  Herod Agrippa is already married to someone else.  
Marriages in those days, especially among the elite and powerful were done to seal a peace treaty or 
some other kind of agreement.  So, when Herod divorces his wife, that kicks of a regional skirmish, one 
that Herod would ultimately lose.  So, John the Baptist not only counsels Herod Agrippa that what he did 



  

was wrong, Herod has John arrested, at the behest of his new wife.  After John the Baptist is arrested, his 
Disciples flee, including Andrew and John. 

Another thing to keep in mind is the Jewish educational system.  Both boys and girls were given 
a basic education of the Jewish Faith, approximately ages 5-8.  Then the boys would go on for further 
education until about age 12.  At age 12, (no wonder why Jesus went to the Temple at that age), the 
cream of the crop of these young boys would seek out a Rabbi and request to be his Disciple.  This is 
likely why the Scribes and the Pharisees would engage a 12-year-old Jesus at the Temple.  This is where 
the best Rabbis tended to hang out, especially if they were open to new students.  Gamaliel likely 
accepted Paul as a student in this manner.  Being accepted by a Rabbi was a high honor back in the 1st 
Century, particularly if the Rabbi was highly respected.  As you might guess the majority of these 
disciples came from wealthy families. 

Our text today is where Jesus turns tradition on its ear.  Jesus starts out our text by picking up 
where John the Baptist left off, announcing that the time has arrive to proclaim the Good News of the 
Messiah’s coming.  Jesus is continuing that call of repentance that John the Baptist started, and who 
does Jesus run into among the fishermen along the Sea of Galilee, but two of John the Baptist’s disciples, 
namely Andrew and John.  Jesus first runs into Simon Peter and Andrew, then James and John.  Instead 
of prospective students seeking Jesus out to see if He would accept them as Disciples, Jesus infamously 
calls them saying, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”  Their reaction now makes 
more sense as to why they would drop everything and follow Jesus, leaving their fathers hanging.  This 
was a great honor to be chosen and would have been unheard of for redneck Galilean fisherman to be 
chosen to study under Jesus, potentially heading to the scholarly elite of society.  Zebedee was a proud 
father, indeed.  Peter, who was already married and was over the age of 20 would have normally been 
considered too old to begin studying, but this is how Jesus works.  He calls the ones He chooses, not the 
people society thinks He should, although He does still call them on occasion, like St. Paul, for example.  
St. Paul is the exception, however.  Jesus’ earliest Disciples were the outcasts of society, the poor, 
uneducated, the fringes of society.   

I don’t know too many modern-day equivalents, except maybe when a college recruiter comes 
by to recruit a talented, but poor athlete, and offers him or her a better life, but in a Christian sense, we 
do provide scholarships to students who would not be able to afford a Christian education.  Today marks 
the first day of Lutheran Schools Week, and those scholarships have not only helped local students 
attend our school but have also helped students attend our Colleges and Universities, as well as the 
Seminary.  God equips the people He has called, not the other way around.   

So now Jesus is calling you.  He wants to make you a “Fisher of men.”  How do you do that?  
Well, that’s Discipleship.  Supporting the school is part of it, but its more than that.  Look to the people 
around you.  Be that friend.  Be intentional in your walk with Jesus and don’t be afraid to explain why 



  

you are doing what you are doing.  Start with people you already know and have a relationship with.  
That’s what Jesus did here.  Andrew and John immediately followed Jesus because they had met Him 
before and had already had a spiritual conversation with Him, then they shared their experiences with 
their brothers.  That is why Peter and James accepted Jesus’ invitation.  So, begin with people that you 
already know.  Folks already plugged into our Life Groups already have a head start, but there is always 
room for more to join, albeit online for the pandemic.   

As much as the pandemic has been a curse, it’s also been an opportunity to share a common 
experience and build relationships.  Yes, even during a pandemic, we can build relationships with people.  
When you show that you care about someone else, without any hidden agenda, people will respond.  
When you are that shoulder to cry on when life gets hard, people will respond.  When you provide 
scholarship funds so that kids can receive an education, it impacts a whole family.   

You and I don’t have the ability to fix everything that’s wrong in this country or world, but we are 
called by God to do something in our own community.  Jesus has invited you to follow Him.  Accept that 
invitation and you will be blessed as you in turn bless others. 

 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 
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Quotations from Scripture come from: 
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mailto:tquindt@hotmail.com

