
  

Sermon Title: “Encryption”    

July 12th, 2020 – 6th Sunday after Pentecost 

Text: Matthew 13:1-23 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?  When should we use coded transmission and when should we encrypt our 
communication? 

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen.    

 Let’s play a little game.  I’m going to say a word and we’ll have some fun guessing what it means.  
“JN-25.”  “Enigma.”  “256bit SSL.”  “Bletchley Park.”  The first three are codes or what we now call 
encryption protocols.  The first two were military codes used by the Axis Powers in WWII and 256-bit SSL 
is a standard of encryption that was used on the internet to secure many websites to include financial 
transactions.  Bletchley Park was the group of British Codebreakers that broke the German Enigma code 
that enabled the Allies to intercept German military orders, often faster than the Germans could decode 
them.  Why do I bring this up?  Well, today’s Gospel Lesson is an example of coded transmissions that 
Jesus used in His day in order to communicate with His followers, but confuse His adversaries.  It 
provides a good example on when we should speak clearly so that outsiders can understand and when 
to encrypt our communication so that only the Body of Christ understands. 

 Our text today likely takes place just outside Peter’s House in Capernaum.  He has just been 
preaching about how the Jews in Galilee should be able to recognize Jesus as the promised Messiah, but 
they don’t.  He even foreshadows His own death and resurrection (i.e. The Sign of Jonah).  Even Gentiles 
like the Assyrians and the beloved Ethiopians were much more faithful when they were called to 
repentance.  Jesus even tells the crowd that He is greater than Solomon ever was.  Solomon led Israel at 
the peak of its influence and military power.   

Jesus then goes on to say that this generation is even worse than the person who is freed from 
demonic possession, only to lack a positive faith toward God, allowing the demon to return to the host.  
Not what the crowd wanted to hear, but needed to hear. 

So, Jesus is sitting by the lake, as Peter had lakefront property, and as the crowd shows up, He 
gets into a boat to address the crowd.  He tells the crowd “The Parable of the Sower.”  In this parable, a 
sower plants seeds in different kinds of soil and conditions.  He plants along the trail, on rocky ground, 



  

among thorns, and on good soil.  As fishing and agriculture were a major portion of the local economy, 
Jesus’ original audience, should have been able to get the meaning of the parable, but they don’t.  Even 
the Disciples are confused, but fortunately Jesus explains it to them and even divulges the reason why 
He teaches in parables, although our lectionary omits that section in the interest of time.  So Jesus 
explains that the seeds represent the recipients of the Gospel.   

Those recipients who do not understand the Gospel are the seeds along the path.  Because they 
lack understanding, they fall victim to the Devil.  There are a lot of people in our day and age that do not 
understand God’s Word and engage in very sinful lives that are not only spiritually unhealthy, but are 
also physically, mentally, and emotionally unhealthy as well.  As fewer and fewer people are familiar with 
God’s Word, is it any wonder that special interest groups make rules that fit their own agenda, but are 
very unhealthy and contradict God’s Word? 

The seeds on rocky paths are those seekers who respond to the Gospel with enthusiasm, but 
quickly lose faith once the entertainment value and novelty wears off.  We see a lot of people today who 
will check out an attractional church for the glitz, glitter, and excitement, but once it wears off, they are 
out the back door as quickly as they entered the front.  These are also the Christians who quickly lapse in 
their faith as soon as they are subjected to even the slightest persecution.  The Church even had a 
special name for those Christians, The Lapsi.  The Church put them through years, and sometimes even 
decades of painful penance before they were readmitted to the congregations and received forgiveness.   

Those Christians that go after worldly wealth and power are the seeds planted among the 
thorns.  We can see examples of these kinds of Christians as televangelists such as Jim Baker, cult leaders 
such as Jim Jones, or the medieval Catholic Church.  The Church of Luther’s day was quite often so 
preoccupied with its secular duties and fundraising that spiritual care was watered down and corrupted.  
While these examples are the most extreme and all of these crashed and burned to some extent, we can 
all lose our focus if we allow the administrative part of our church life to overshadow the spiritual.  Both 
are important, but we need to remember which has priority.     

Finally, the good seed are those Christians who have received the Gospel, responded to it, and 
have had a faith community to nurture them and develop them into a strong, mature, and vibrant faith.  
In our Discipleship process, we might see “Young Adults” or Spiritual Parents” as “Good Seed.”  This is of 



  

course, what Jesus wants the Church to be.  We are to raise up families and followers of Jesus until He 
returns.  Jesus wants us to be effective, but lately, we have really struggled with this in North America. 

Part of the reason for the struggle, I think, is that we don’t do a very good job in distinguishing 
when we should use coded or “insider” language and when we should speak simply and clearly so that 
anyone and everyone can understand.  Jesus’ use of Parables, I think provide us a model. 

So when should we speak clearly?  We should speak clearly and avoid insider jargon, (or at least 
define it) when speaking to outsiders when the Holy Spirit has been preparing them to hear the Gospel.  
They have an open mind and are inquisitive.  Nicodemus was a good example of this as was the woman 
at the well.  In both cases, Jesus explained the Gospel in a way the hearer could understand.  They may 
have had to think about it for a time, but they understood what Jesus is trying to say.  We do this quite 
often when explaining the Gospel to little children.  How many kids want to hear a lecture on 
“Systematic Theology,” or “Hermeneutics?”  Those are more advanced topics for more academically-
minded scholars of the faith. 

When should we speak in Code?  Jesus uses parables when He encounters a hostile audience.  
They are not looking to receive the Gospel, but are looking for an excuse to turn Jesus over to the 
government.  By speaking in parables, believers are still able to decode Jesus’ message, but Jesus’ 
adversaries are confused and don’t know how to respond.  The Book of Revelation is a great example of 
this.  Christians, already familiar with Apocalyptic writing, were able to decode the book and understand 
it’s comforting message, but John’s Roman captors and censors just thought he was a crazy old man and 
allowed the book off of Patmos.   

When encountering people of this day and age, we need to discern our audience.  Are we 
dealing with someone who is out to challenge our faith in a hostile manner, or are we dealing with 
someone who is legitimately seeking God’s Grace and needs a Christian home, where that fledgling faith 
can be nurtured into a strong and vibrant faith?  It is not always easy to discern, but Jesus promises to 
send the Holy Spirit to help us.  Listen to the Spirit and listen to the person. 

This can be especially tricky when encountering heretical groups such as the Mormons and 
Jehovah’s Witnesses who use many of our insider terms, but define those terms very differently.  In 
many cases, they will try to control the conversation and they usually have training in how to respond to 
your statements.  We probably need to spend some time training you in how to respond, but that will 
have to wait for now.  Understanding how they define those terms will help you redefine those terms for 
them so that you can clearly articulate terms like, “grace,” “good works,” “justification,” and 



  

“sanctification,” just to name a few.  This should hopefully reduce the possibility of each side just talking 
at each other and increase the possibility of a meaningful conversation. 

Keep in mind, you don’t have to have a Doctorate of Theology from Concordia Seminary to be 
able to share your faith and explain it.  Many of you have done a wonderful job sharing your faith with 
your children.  Yes, “The Small Catechism,” is a wonderful teaching tool, but it’s a tool.  How you live 
your life is just as important.  Millennials, in particular, excel in sniffing out hypocrisy.  Jesus forgives us 
our sins and shortcomings so there is no need to cover them up.  Be transparent and admit your 
shortcomings.  Where you fall short, repent, and seek their assistance.  Your desire to live more like Jesus 
will be a powerful teaching tool that can transform the ground from a path to fertile ground. 

Be wise as a serpent, but as innocent as a dove.  Know when to speak in code; know when to 
“speak in the clear.”  Listen to the Spirit.  Pray.  Repent.  Follow Jesus’ example and amazing things will 
happen, even in this de-churched corner of North America. 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 

Timothy Quindt,  
Licensed Lay Deacon 
(503) 358-0770 
tquindt@hotmail.com 

Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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