
  

Sermon Title: “Refinancing your Debts”    

January 10th, 2021 – 1st Sunday after the Epiphany 

Text: Romans 6, Mark 1 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen.    

Welcome to the season of Epiphany and today is the day that we commemorate Jesus’ 
baptism, which seems like a strange event both to us and to 1st Century Jews.  Baptism in those 
days was part of a process of welcoming proselytes into the Jewish faith.  Herod the Great’s 
father, for example, was not Jewish, but an Idumean, and married into the ruling Jewish family.  
He was baptized in order to be welcomed into the faith and family. 

Then John the Baptist comes along and starts Baptizing Jews using this same practice 
preaching repentance.  What’s all of that about?  When the Greeks conquered the Persians, 
they forced Greek culture and religion upon the Jews.  While many resisted, some went along 
with it.  This period fractured the Jewish people into many different factions.  John’s Baptism of 
repentance was a way to bring all of those people back, no matter what their ancestors did.  
Remember, it wasn’t just your sin you had to worry about, it was also the sins of your ancestors.  
So, John’s Baptism not only was to prepare for Jesus, bring about repentance, but was also 
supposed to help bring people together.  Then Jesus shows up, about 80 miles South of Galilee 
to be baptized at Bethany by the Jordan, but why? 

Our epistle lesson is kind of a commentary on this event, as well as the whole ministry of 
Jesus.  It answers the ever important “Why?” question as well as the “Why should we still 
celebrate this?  What does this mean for us?” questions.   

Paul starts off this section of Romans, acknowledging that Jesus has forgiven us of our 
sins, but that we should not go back to sinning just because we know that Jesus forgave us of 
our sin.  It’s kind of like refinancing your house to pay off credit card debt, only to run up your 
credit cards once again.  Right now may be a good day to refi, but going back to the life that 



  

incurred that debt in the first place will only add more debt.  So, it is with sin.  Jesus, through His 
blood and sacrifice earned forgiveness of our sins on the Cross, totally wiping out our debts.  In 
response, we need to change, or a better word, repent or in Greek, Metanoia.  Our debts have 
been refinanced and transferred to Jesus, so live a life that reflects it.  This is what John was 
preaching all along.  No wonder why these texts are read together, huh? 

So, I get it.  Jesus’ Baptism was part of the process in which God forgave the sins of all 
who believe, but why do we celebrate this every year?  Read a little further in Paul’s epistle,  

“3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in 

a resurrection like his.” 

We celebrate the Baptism of our Lord because Jesus’ Baptism is in many ways is also our 
own.  Jesus took on our sin so that we could be washed clean in our baptism.  Virginia Hora may 
be the latest of our brothers and sisters who have died, but she won’t be the only one.  All of us 
will sooner or later die.  Also, all of our loved ones will go through a grieving process when that 
happens, but I do not want you to grieve without hope.  Because Jesus was baptized and raised 
from the dead, we too, can be rest assured in the knowledge that we too have also been 
baptized and that we too will be raised from the dead.  Know this, death is not the end for us, 
Jesus made sure of that.  That is why we celebrate this day. 

So, let us celebrate today.  Even though we have all said goodbye to some wonderful 
people in our lives, our parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, dear friends, or maybe even our 
own children, we know that Jesus washed away those sins and our heavenly Father is speaking 
to each and every one of you saying, “I raised my Son from the dead.  I raised my Son from the 
dead.”  Because He lives, so do we.  So, live your life again.  Your debt has been refinanced and 
eliminated by Jesus.  Live your life again, but it’s not the same life that racked up all that debt.  
This is the new life where we are changed.  We are free.  We are not burdened by our debts, we 



  

get to love our friends, family, and our neighbors, because God first loved us.  Life is messy, but 
baptism washes away that mess.  Rejoice in that.  I say, rejoice. 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 
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Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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