
  

Sermon Title: “Amnesia”    

April 18th, 2021 – 3rd Sunday in Easter 

Text: 1 John 3:1-7 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Christ is Risen!  He is Risen, indeed!  Hallelujah! 

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

A few years ago, at the airport, we had a rather irate man push his way to the front a long line at 
the ticket counter and made some demands of the airline representative.  “Do you know who I am?!” he 
shouted at the agent.  She called for her supervisor saying, “We have a passenger here who doesn’t 
know who he is.”   

For those of us who know the history of the LCMS or are old enough to remember it, we can 
look back to the “good old days.”  In the second half of the 19th Century, the LCMS grew very rapidly, 
mainly due to the vast waves of German immigration.  LCMS Members would greet these immigrants at 
the dock, and even though many of these immigrants were “de-churched,” a friendly face and someone 
who could speak German was a welcome sight.  Then when German immigration was paused, the LCMS 
(Along with the Lutheran Church Canada) started the International Lutheran Layman’s League and 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML).  The Lutheran Hour was born, and we started to grow 
again, taking advantage of new technology to reach a new audience far and wide, most of them English 
speakers.  After World War II, with the return of America’s fighting men and women, the LCMS started to 
grow again, and many new congregations were formed.  Walther League, was kind of like an LCMS 
version of the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, had various activities and helped develop leaders within the 
Church.  Then, in 1968 Walther League invited singer and anti-war activist Pete Seeger to perform at 
Walther League’s National Convention.  Due to this controversy, Walther League was disbanded and in 
1974 due to a controversy at Concordia Seminary where a large contingency of the staff and students 
walked out of the Seminary, forming their own seminary and church body, the LCMS started to decline 
and has been ever since.  These events in 1968 and 1974 made national news.  We were deemed 
important enough to be covered on the national news networks back then.  If these events occurred 
today, do you think we would even make the local news?  Why?  Have you been struggling for relevance?  



  

After all, it is very difficult to share the Gospel with a world who does not even know that you exist, or at 
best has a very distorted image of you. 

In our epistle today, John gives us more than just an explanation of why we go through these 
efforts and come up with little return on our effort.  John tells us that the reason that the world around 
us doesn’t know us or see us as relevant is because it doesn’t know Jesus.  The world around us only 
seems to know our Lord and Savior as a profanity.  Unfortunate, but how can we crack that shell?  How 
can we break through?   

First of all, we must reflect the love that God has first shown us.  To be adopted into God’s family 
through Jesus’ sacrifice is a tremendous gift.  Our sin has been washed clean by Jesus’ Blood.  In 
response to what we have received, we need to “pay it forward.”  We need to show that same kind of 
love to our neighbor that Jesus first showed us. 

Secondly, we need to be mindful that we do have eyes on us all of the time.  Yes, we are all sinful 
people, and we continue to sin daily in thought, word, and deed, and if we try to cover up our flaws, it 
usually comes back to bite us in the end, but how does it look to our neighbor if we continue to engage 
in the same ungodly behavior that we engaged in before we came to faith?  How strong of a faith do we 
really have if we engage in this kind of behavior?  John warns against this, not because Jesus won’t 
forgive us for our sins, but because of the damage it does to our neighbor.  How easy is it in this day and 
age to be branded a “hypocrite,” or a “bigot?”   

So how do we move forward, loving our neighbor, admitting our sins, but at the same time 
modeling the behavior that Jesus first showed us?  How do we get past our past mistakes and move on?  
First of all, be an authentic friend.  You are not Jesus.  You are a follower of Jesus.  He saved your 
neighbor from his sins, so don’t think that you have to as well.  Know your role.  You can’t do your 
friend’s part or Jesus’ part.   

Secondly, be your “better angel,” as Abraham Lincoln appealed to, but be yourself.  If we are 
known as the church who helps kids, works with the State to support foster families, who educates the 
community, and who provides a loving and welcoming environment to some hopeless person because 
they needed hope in this difficult world, do you think people are going to notice?  Do you think that 
people might be curious as to why we go to that effort to help people? 

I can go to Barna Group, Reggie McNeal, Thom Gainer, or any other think tank and report back 
to you on why young people are leaving the church and have been since 1974.  I can report back to you 
what the research tells us, and trust me, these guys know their stuff.  They do good research, and their 
information is valuable, but have we ever thought to go right to the source?  How can we honor our 
worship of God and at the same time provide a worship experience that has that fulfilling two-way 
conversation with our Father for all of His children who come here to worship?  Different people learn 



  

differently and maybe, just maybe, if we were to incorporate some of their ideas, we might be able to 
reach these next generations.  Last week we talked about how Jesus delegated His authority to share the 
Gospel and forgive sins to His human followers.  Jesus knew what He was doing.  We are approachable 
and relatable, at least we should be.  I would recommend that we start thinking about how we can be 
more approachable to the community at large so that when Pastor Greg does get here, we’ll already 
have some ideas.  Some of them might not pan out, and that’s ok, but start thinking about some options. 

Jesus is of course the reason for everything we do here at Faith.  John reminds us that Jesus is 
coming again and this is the “why.”  With the help of the Holy Spirit, we won’t be the passengers at the 
ticket counter asking the agents, “do you know who we are?”  We won’t have to, because they already 
know us.  Because of Jesus, your Father won’t have to say, “Who are you?”  Instead, He will say, 
“Welcome home, my child.  I’m so glad you’re here.” 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 
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Quotations from Scripture come from: 
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