
  

Sermon Title: “Prove it”    

March 7th, 2021 – 3rd Sunday in Lent 

Text: Psalm 19, 1 Corinthians 1 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Have you ever been challenged by your faith?  Have you ever had to face a supposed 
dilemma of science vs. faith?  Have you felt the need to respond, but maybe you’ve felt like you 
don’t have the knowledge your skills to be up to the task?  Have you had your doubts or do you 
know someone who has his or her doubts?  If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, 
relax.  You’re not alone.  I think when we are challenged by our faith, even the greatest Christian 
apologists (that’s people who defend the faith) have felt unequal to the task.  The good news is 
that God sends us The Holy Spirit to help us and guide us, so we’re not alone.  Today, we’re 
going to look at some of that evidence for God and also give you some tools you can use when 
you are challenged.  That’s right gang, science actually supports Scripture.   

If we take a look at the epistle for today, 1st Corinthians, Paul is responding to a common 
problem in the Early Church, as well as our own time.  While modern scientific methods were 
not developed until the modern era, the Greeks of Paul’s day were all about science.  This was 
especially true in Athens and Corinth.  The elite of the Roman world would be sent to Athens for 
the best education available and then they would go to Corinth to party and rub elbows with 
the rich, famous, and powerful.  It was not difficult for these folks to look down on people with 
less education, especially if people appeared to be worshiping fantastical beings.  Jews, on the 
other hand, demanded supernatural signs that Paul was an Apostle of the true Messiah.  For 
both of these groups, someone summarily executed by the Romans on a cross was contrary to 
their belief that God would send Him as an emissary.  This was counter-intuitive to how they 
believed.  This is Paul’s world, not that different than our own, but Paul persisted in preaching 
Christ crucified.  While many rejected the Gospel, some Jews and Greeks listened to the 
evidence.  Here’s a question you can ask?  “If Jesus’ death and resurrection were faked, why 
didn’t the Romans or the Jewish leaders produce a body?”  Producing one would have ended 



  

the Church very quickly, but they didn’t despite decomposing bodies being readily available.  So 
why didn’t they?  Because nobody would have believed them.  Too many people saw Jesus alive 
after they saw Him dead.   

So, Paul was challenged by Jewish circles to provide “signs and wonders.”  The appointed 
Psalm for today is one of those proofs if you know what to look for.  Psalm 19 is essentially a 
commentary on Job’s conversation with God.  In that conversation, God reveals to Job that all of 
the stars and planets are in their proper place and that He was responsible for placing them 
there.  The Magi would later look at the stars for signs of the Messiah’s birth and when they saw 
Rigel (the King star) circle Jupiter (The King Planet) three times, causing them to ride to 
Jerusalem.  We know that event as the Epiphany.  Then on Good Friday, there is a lunar eclipse, 
known as a blood moon.   

How do we know all of this?  A Lutheran Scientist, Johannes Keppler was trying to 
research the Epiphany Star and discovered laws of planetary motion.  Here is again where 
science and faith intersect.  He didn’t have the supercomputers that NASA has today, but 
without Keppler’s work, NASA would not have been able to land Perseverance on the surface of 
Mars.  How ironic isn’t it, that NASA, in a way proves that God exists.  Consider how many stars 
and planets we have charted and cataloged so far and given the mathematical precision the 
universe moves at; do you think that all happed by chance?  Or is it more likely than some kind 
of intelligent being caused it?  If you can get someone to admit the obvious about the stars, 
they have taken their first steps on their journey to faith.  If you can admit that God must exist 
because of the mathematical precision of the universe, it’s not such a stretch to say that Jesus 
rose from the dead.   

So, this week, I’d like you to take a moment to re-read this Psalm.  Then read the 
opening chapter of John.  As Scripture interprets Scripture, take a look at the precision of these 
two passages.  Then take a moment to look up some of the images that NASA is getting from 
Mars.  I bet you will see some of the same precision in God’s Creation.   

How many times have we made assumptions based on an incomplete picture of things, 
only to find out that we were completely wrong?  So, it is with our atheist challengers.  They 
don’t have to rule the day, however.  We can challenge those beliefs in love, always in love, and 



  

lead them to their own conclusions that the only way that they exist is that God must exist.  
Apart from God, life cannot exist.   

We can work with these skeptics to get to this point, but the big why question is a 
matter of faith.  If we cannot exist without God, why Jesus?  Again, it’s counter-intuitive for a 
perfect God to create such a beautiful universe and then allow us to live in it and mess it up.  It 
doesn’t make sense, but the only explanation is love.  Why do we love our children or pets 
when they are totally dependent on us and provide very little return for our investment in 
them?  Yet we do.  So, it is with God.  While we are able to give Him very little, He still loves us, 
and because we mess things up, He sent Jesus to fix it. 

Love is the ultimate answer for why we exist and why Jesus came to clean up our mess.  
Is it any wonder that the vast majority of prominent Atheists either had no father or an abusive 
father?  They assume, incorrectly that God doesn’t exist or love, because they missed out on it 
growing up.  Through the Holy Spirit we can work to rectify this.  We can challenge those 
assumptions in love, but most importantly we can give them the love that they missed out on 
and desperately need. 

Prove that God exists?  Look around you.  The proof is all around you.  It’s above you.  
It’s next to you.  And, thanks to Jesus’ death and resurrection, it’s written on your heart.  Why?  
Because you matter to God.  He loves you and He wants to bring you home.  Now that’s 
perseverance. 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 
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Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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