
  

Sermon Title: “Foreign Lives Matter”    

August 16th, 2020 – 11th Sunday after Pentecost 

Text: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen.    

 How many of you married folks remember meeting your in-laws for the very first time?  Was 
“Dad” really cleaning his gun?  Did you feel that eyes were on you and that you were under the 
microscope?  Did you feel like an outsider or did you feel like you were part of the family?  How about 
now?  Do you still feel like an outsider or do you still feel like an outsider? 

 By the time Isaiah was written, Israel had accepted the fact that they were God’s chosen people.  
Even though they didn’t always follow God and were frequently going astray, Israel would be quick to 
remind their neighbors that they were God’s Holy People and therefore had legitimacy in ruling the land 
of Canaan.  By Divine intervention, Israel did defeat, conquer, and sometimes annihilate rival groups, but 
there were also people and groups who cooperated with Israel.  What about them?  What was going to 
happen to them when the promised Messiah came? 

 While certain people were “adopted” such as Raab and Ruth, Isaiah flushes out this promise of 
God that salvation would also come to the Gentiles.  So, what message does God bring to the Gentiles?  
He tells them to keep the Sabbath, be righteous, and to keep justice.  In other words, when you love the 
Lord and follow His commandments, this is more meaningful than your ancestry.  Being faithful is more 
important than birthright.   

 Yes, God did promise that salvation would first come to the Jew, and then the Gentile.  Jesus’ 
lineage proved that, but He didn’t stop there.  The message of the Gospel went far beyond Jewish Circles 
and Christianity quickly transformed itself from simply being a Jewish sect to being a religion that 
incorporated many non-Jewish peoples across a vast geographic area. 

 For those faithful foreigners God promises a place in the Temple.  (There was a Gentile’s Court.)  
He also promises to bring them to His Holy Mountain, a clear reference to Mt. Sinai, but also a promise 
that anyone can come to God in faithful worship and their prayers will be heard.  God also promises to 



  

gather those foreigners not already gathered.  We see this fulfilled in the New Testament when Gentiles 
were welcomed into the Church. 

 For many of us meeting our in-laws was a nerve-racking experience.  No matter how nice and 
welcoming they were, we still felt the need to tread lightly.  This is not that dissimilar to our de-churched 
North American culture.   

 For the last century, there has been a steady decline in regular church attendance.  Builders 
(Folks born in the 1920’s or 30’s) report about 75-80% attendance.  Boomers are around 55%, Gen Xers 
drop to around 25%, and Millennials or Gen Y-ers drop to about 4%.  We can see this in our own 
congregation, too, as there used to be far more younger children and families attending services.  I 
understand Covid-19 is partially to blame, but this decline was occurring prior to Covid.  This has caused 
a crisis among Church leaders and laity alike trying to come up with a solution to an exceedingly difficult 
problem.  How did it get so bad?  How can we fix it?   

 First of all, I think we need to remember that God is in control.  Jesus died on the Cross and rose 
from the dead.  Our salvation is secured in Jesus.  Secondly, I think we need to remind ourselves that we 
can only do our part. We can’t do God's part or their's.  We are of limited resources and means.  God is 
not.  Give the big problem to Him.  He is capable of dealing with this, but He does include us in His 
solution.   

 While the Lutheran Church is declining here in North America, the same is not true for other 
parts of the world.  We are growing in Latin America and Africa, particularly in Tanzania and Madagascar.  
Why?  I think because our message of Justification by Grace through Faith resonated with these people 
who may have felt like the outsiders.  The world may not care about you, but we do and so does God.  
This is a powerful message.   

 Another reason we have been successful abroad is that we were willing to adapt to the local 
culture.  We still kept our doctrine, but the services in those areas took into consideration the culture 
and they were adapted where appropriate.  It makes me ponder whether we should be doing the same 
thing here or not? 

 We have a unique challenge here where our traditions are full of meaning and comfort to some 
but may be a barrier to others.  How can we welcome the foreigners of our day, and yet show love and 
respect for our past and honor our traditions?  Think about that for this week.  Also think about how 
your in-laws brought you into their family traditions.  Could those techniques be adapted for use here? 

 I realize that this message is short on answers and asks a lot of questions, but I think sometimes 
we need to remember that we don’t always have to be able to provide the quick answer.  I heard 
someone on the radio saying, "We often listen in order to respond, instead of listening to understand.”  I 



  

think that is a good point.  If we want God’s house here to be more welcoming to visitors, including 
young people and families, and I think we do, we must first seek to understand them where they’re at 
right now.  What are their needs?  What do they expect from a congregation?  Where are they in their 
walk with Jesus?  How can we help? 

 To that end, I think we’ve taken some positive steps as a congregation.  We’ve launched online 
worship.  We are looking at ways to have more integration and interaction between the Church, School, 
Childcare, and Community Center.  Again, I realize Covid-19 is having a damper on some of those efforts, 
but I also see it as an opportunity for outreach.  This pandemic has produced a shared experience that 
has impacted young and old alike.  It has given us something we can all relate to and it shows us how we 
need a Savior.  God has placed some great leaders in these ministries, but they can’t do it alone.  They 
need you.  They need your prayers and support.  Please pray over the next few months about how you 
can help and consider serving on one of the congregation’s committees.   

 While it took time to be welcomed into my wife’s family, it happened, despite differences in 
language, culture, and appearance.  I got to be part of the family.  God welcomes you into His family 
through Jesus Christ, no matter what your background.  We can do the same.  God intends His house to 
be a house of prayer for all.  We welcome all for that purpose.  If there is someone you know, who needs 
that introduction, listen for understanding, and invite them to come and pray.  Offer to assist however 
you can.  Remember, you’re not alone.  God’s got this too, and He wants to welcome your friends home 
too. 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 
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Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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