
“DO YOU HEAR WHAT I HEAR?”

John 10:1-18
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Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen.Christ is Risen! He is risen, indeed.  Hallelujah!  Welcome to another Good Shepherd Sunday, albeit an unusual one, but hopefully we will be able to gather once again physically in person.  A popular Christmas Carol that we sang a few months ago, “Do You Hear What I Hear?” is a familiar one to many of us.  The carol reminds us of the lowly shepherd’s role in sharing the Good News of Christ’s birth.  In our Gospel text today, this event comes full circle.  While Middle Eastern shepherding customs are rather foreign to us, I think if we take a look at them, we might better understand both the event with the shepherds at Christmas and our text for today.



MIDDLE EASTERN 
SHEPHERDS

• Even with communal grazing and penning, each 
sheep recognizes its own shepherd’s voice.

• Jesus’ own ancestor, King David was once a 
shepherd, tending after the Tabernacle Flock.
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Even today in the Middle East, there are nomadic shepherds that move their flock from place to place.  These sheep have learned their individual shepherd’s voice and will come to it, ignoring the voices of other shepherds.  From time to time, these Shepherds may keep their sheep in a communal pen for safety with other shepherds.  There is only one way in and one way out.  One of them will serve as a gatekeeper and take turns watching over the flocks at night.  This protects the flocks from attacks from wild animals and thieves.  When it is time to leave, each sheep recognizes his own shepherd’s voice and will come to him when called.  It’s kind of like picking up your child from preschool or kindergarten.  Every child has a Mom, but each child recognizes and runs to his or her mother differentiating her from everyone else’s mother.  Since the time of King Saul, Bethlehem raised the Temple (or Tabernacle) flock.  As many Jews did not want to risk having their own lamb failing inspection and thus being unworthy, it was easier and more convenient to purchase a lamb already certified as an acceptable sacrifice.  While this would later lead to profiteering, raising the Temple flock was a great source of pride for the Shepherds of Bethlehem to a normally lowly profession.  Imagine what an honor it would be for those shepherds to be chosen by God to share the message of Jesus’ birth, considering that they too, likely descended from David.  God came to them and blessed them.



PROPHECY?

• The “Wolf” was a common symbol for Rome.

• Following two Jewish rebellions in 70 AD and 135 
AD, Rome disperses the Jews throughout the 
Empire.

• Christians fled Jerusalem prior to the 1st uprising 
and were largely unharmed due to the uprising.

• The Church spread to other areas, including 
Antioch, Ephesus, Rome, Constantinople, and 
Alexandria.
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Fast forward to our text today.  Jesus gives a brief rundown of Middle Eastern Shepherding and uses it to describe the Kingdom or Reign of God, but it goes beyond that.  Jesus is associating Himself with His ancestor, David, and his early profession.  In this text, Jesus gives us two of His famous “I AM” statements, the first being, “I am the door.”  He is trying to illustrate that there is no other way to salvation, but through Jesus.  You can’t earn it, you can’t steal it, and you can’t buy it, but the Pharisees don’t get Jesus’ analogy, so He is even more explicit.  Still sticking with the shepherding analogy, Jesus gives us the “I am the Good Shepherd” statement.  Jesus is prophesying about the dispersal of the Jews at the hands of the Romans during the two Jewish uprisings that would happen within a century of Jesus speaking those words.  Rome is the wolf.  In its founding myth, Romulus and Remus were raised by a wolf and so the wolf is one symbol closely associated with Rome.  Just before the first Jewish uprising, Jesus half-brother James is executed by the Sanhedrin by being pushed off the Temple and then beaten to death.  This was a signal to the Jerusalem Church to flee the city, so when the uprising started and the Romans responded, few Christians were killed the in the conflict.  After the second Jewish uprising, the Romans forcefully dispersed the Jews throughout the Empire and the province of Judea was renamed Palestine.  The Jews would not return until 1945. 



ARE YOU 
LISTENING?
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In this prophecy, Jesus also foreshadows the inclusion of the Gentiles into the Kingdom, and His own death and resurrection.  Jesus is very explicit in His charge and His authority from His Father and it was something the original hearers of Jesus’ words were left divided and unsure of how to respond.  Some thought He was crazy, but some listened.  So what does this text mean for us?  It is a text we are very familiar with, but I have to ask, where do you fit in the story?  Yes, it’s easy for us to see where Jesus is in the story.  He is the gatekeeper and the Shepherd.  He controls access into Heaven, and He calls His flock to follow Him, both Jew and Gentile.  But where do we fit into this?  Are we the faithful flock to eagerly awaits Jesus’ return and is listening for His voice, or do we have “itching ears” and are more willing to listen to someone who promises immediate power or pleasure?  Are we like the faithful flock or more like the Pharisees who relied on their own interpretations of Scripture instead of God’s Word?



JESUS FLOCK?

• How well are we listening to 
Jesus?

• Are other voices distracting 
you?
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If we are honest with ourselves, we will admit that we are not the faithful flock we should be, but there is still time.  We can still listen for Jesus’ voice through all of the noise of our lives.  How can we be sure that we are listening to Jesus?  First and foremost, His Word and Sacraments and in His Word, Elijah learned that God’s voice wasn’t the loud roar of thunder or earthquake, it was in the whisper.  So take Jesus’ advice and be still and know that He is God.  Jesus voice will be in the whisper.  Scripture also tells us to test the Spirit to determine if it is from God.  Scripture’s response is that a Spirit from God will always confess that Jesus came in the flesh.  We see that in today’s text, don’t we?



A BLESSING OR A CURSE?
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So, what is the bottom line?  Jesus tells us that He knows us and we know Him.  Jesus sends us the Holy Spirit.  Listen to the whisper.  Jesus also has sheep that are not of our fold and He is seeking them too, but they won’t listen to strangers.  Jesus is sending us to get to know them first and then to share the Gospel with them.  As difficult as “Stay Home, Stay Healthy” has been on us as a congregation, forcing us to meet online, it has brought about some wonderful things.  We have been able to reconnect with our shut-ins in ways that have not been possible until recently.  Your kind cards and emails that Lisa and I have received have meant a lot to both of us.  Knowing how much these services mean to you in a time like this makes it all worth it.  How many of us took it for granted that we could gather on Sunday?  Not anymore.  How has your outlook changed in regards to corporate worship?  I think we will emerge out of this a much stronger congregation.  Some congregations, have even reported greater attendance online that what they were previously getting in the pews on Sunday mornings.  Perhaps Jesus is even using this pandemic to cut through the noise and clutter of our everyday lives to call His flock back to Him.  These services help you and me get through our week, but there are many others out there who are really going through a rough time.  You can still maintain physical distance and not be the stranger.  Be the friend that they need and share the Gospel with them.  Welcome them home.	In Jesus name,	Amen.
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