
  

Sermon Title: “Ladies’ Day”    

June 27th, 2021 – 5th Sunday after Pentecost 

Text: Mark 5 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 Over the last few years, I have had conversations with various Pastors regarding that 

week’s lectionary choices and on occasion the comment was that the choices were “horrible.”  

While I don’t like to use the word, “horrible,” as it is all God’s Word and therefore important, I 

can appreciate that some selections are more relatable to us and are easier to preach on.  Some 

weeks are more challenging than others.  This week’s choices are very challenging, but here it 

goes. 

 Last weekend one of my coworkers went paddle boating and drowned.  His body was 

discovered the next day.  This young man was very quiet and he was well liked at work.  He lived 

with two other guys from work and they apparently were more concerned than this guy’s 

biological family.  Maybe the family is just in shock and some people are more emotional than 

others.  I’m giving the family the benefit of the doubt, and I hope they do the right thing and 

give this young man a proper service.  I will do everything I can to help those who are grieving 

his loss and feel the need to do so.  Fortunately, we have a Savior in Jesus who understands 

what it’s like to mourn the death of friends and family and two women show us what faith in 

Jesus does. 

 In our Gospel text today, Jesus has returned from a trip to the other side of the Sea of 

Galilee.  Jews resettled this area about 130 years earlier, so there are many Jewish towns and 

many separate Gentile towns.  Many of the Jewish towns have their own Synagogue or teaching 

place.  By the time this story happens, Jesus is very popular with many of the locals.  He has 

healed people, cast out demons, and fed people.  Not a bad way to win the hearts and minds.  

Most rabbis of Jesus’ ilk would have only engaged with Jewish men, and only women of their 

own family.  1st Century Judea in some ways had a caste system.  There was definitely a lot of 



  

gender-based and ethnic-based discrimination.  Jews only dealt with Jews, men only dealt with 

men, unless they couldn’t avoid it.  But here an unknown woman works her way through the 

crowd to touch Jesus.  She had a medical condition that was causing her to continue to bleed.  

Not only was she unable to have children, but she was also ritually unclean and would have 

been barred from the Temple and the Synagogue.  This unknown lady was being deprived of 

God’s Word and so she decides to break custom, and touch Jesus, potentially contaminating 

Him, making Him unclean.  But this woman believed that by touching Jesus that she would be 

healed of her condition, and as it turns out she’s cured.  What is also amazing is that Jesus 

knows that this woman touched Him.  In a crowd like this most of us would have not been able 

to tell who touched us, but because it’s Jesus, He knows.  When Jesus confronts the woman, 

she confesses to Jesus, and He rewards her faith by curing her disease. 

 Then Jesus is confronted by the Synagogue leader, Jarius.  Jarius’ daughter is dying of 

some kind of disease.  We don’t know which one, but Bubonic Plague, Yellow Fever, Cholera, 

and Malaria would all have been candidates.  In the 1st Century, any of these diseases were 

likely fatal, and whatever Jarius’ daughter had, it was fatal.  Now I don’t want to sound crass, 

but in the 1st Century, daughters were seen as little more than property.  They were another 

mouth to feed and they were a bargaining chip for an arranged marriage.  Sons on the other 

hand, carried on the family name, inherited property, and earned a living.  Jarius and his wife 

(and the community as well) are deeply saddened by their daughter’s passing.  This little girl 

meant so much to everyone, it went against the grain and she must have been very special 

indeed.   So much so that they take a leap of faith.  They know that Jesus isn’t like the other 

Rabbis.  Rabbis can and do teach you about God’s Word, but they don’t perform miracles like 

the prophets of old, but Jesus is different, and it’s clear that He values people in a different way 

than the world, and so He raises Jarius’ daughter from the dead.  Here again, Jesus does 

something that only God could do. 

 So, what does this story have to do with us?  What does this mean?  In these two stories, 

Jesus has compassion of the outcasts of society, namely an “unclean” woman who was unable 

to have children, and a 12-year-old girl.  These women were special to Jesus, not because they 

could bear many children, but because they were faithful.  Don’t get me wrong, mothers are 

wonderful people and carry out a very God-pleasing role, it’s just that women should not be 

seen as baby-factories as they were seen as all too often in the 1st Century and in many Islamic-

majority countries today.  All of us have sinned against God and our neighbor that makes us 

more unclean than a little blood.  All of us know what it’s like to be the outcast, but no more.  



  

Because of Jesus’ blood and righteousness, He brings healing to all of us and makes us clean by 

Faith.  We are made clean when we are washed by the waters and Word of our Baptism and 

when we eat Jesus’ Body and drink His Blood.  Through these Sacraments, we too get to touch 

Jesus. 

 Imagine what that means.  In the Old Testament, when unholy people touched God, or 

even the Ark of the Covenant improperly, they died, and here an unclean woman touches Jesus 

and is cleansed by Him.  Imagine what a gift that is and now it is extended to us. 

No matter who you are, God values you.  You matter to Him.  You mattered to Him so 

much that Jesus died for your sins and made you clean.  So, walk by faith and you are clean.  I 

don’t know as much about the background of my late coworker as I would like, but I do know 

this, Jesus loved Him, and Jesus died for his sins.  All it takes for us is to take that step of faith.  

So, wake up and arise.  Jesus rose first.  Arise by faith and see where your faith leads you. 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 
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