
  

Sermon Title: “Accept No Substitutes”    

August 2nd, 2020 – 9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Text: Isaiah 55:1-5 
   
Theme:   

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen.    

 When I was in Japan, I took a trip to Shinjuku, part of Tokyo, and there were people on the 
sidewalk selling goods.  One such vendor was allegedly selling “Rolex” watches for around $30.00.  Gee, 
what a deal.  That was way cheaper than the one in the department store.  How much do you want to 
bet that it wasn’t a real Rolex?  That’s right, it was likely counterfeit.  When shopping online, you also 
have to be careful as there are a lot of counterfeit goods being sold online for extremely low prices.  The 
old adage, “If its too good to be true, then it probably is,” is quite often still valid.  

 Isaiah’s original audience is kind of like the guy who buys the fake Rolex thinking he’s just got a 
great deal, only later to find out that he got swindled into buying a cheap fake that likely broke soon 
after he bought it.  In verse 1, God invites his children to receive the gifts that He has provided whether 
they have the money to buy them or not.  God is providing them, including water, the most desired 
commodity at the time.  Water, wine, bread, and milk were often used as an analogy for spiritual wisdom 
at the time, and so this was understood to mean, God’s Messianic Plan of salvation.   

 In verse 2, however, God marvels at how His children squander their resources, spending their 
money on things they don’t need.  By this time, there was a major trade occurring between Egypt and 
Asia, with Israel being located right along the trade route.  Israel was certainly tempted to trade away its 
treasures for the exotic novelties from Asia and Africa.  As money and goods changed hands, so did the 
balance of power, as Kingdoms vied for wealth and supremacy leading to further regional conflict.  
Instead of chasing after this stuff, God implores His people to not be distracted by it and listen to Him. 

 Verse 3 is another invitation to listen to Jesus and a promise that He will bring a new everlasting 
covenant and David’s decedents are promised to be a part of it as God loved David.  Jesus, was of course, 
a descendent of David.   

 Verse 4 is rather interesting.  In it, God is telling them how He made (past tense) Jesus a witness 
to many tribes and made Jesus a leader and commander for his peoples (plural).  The use of past tense is 



  

rather interesting considering that Isaiah came out about 700 years before Jesus was born in Bethlehem.  
In other words, Jesus exists both in our time and outside of it, just like John said in his writings.  Nice to 
know we can find Jesus in the Old Testament. 

 Verse 5 promises that other unknown nations will run to Israel, because God has glorified Israel 
for His sake.  We see this prophecy fulfilled over and over again with pilgrimages from people all over the 
world who travel to Israel to see first-hand the work God did there, but one of the clearest fulfillments I 
can think of was the Magi arriving shortly after Jesus’ birth.  All we know is that they were from the east 
and they brought gifts of frankincense, gold, and myrrh.  All of these gifts were extremely valuable at the 
time and were gifts worthy of royalty.     

 So, what does this all boil down to?  What does this mean for us?  Four of the five verses tell us 
of the wonderful blessings God is laying upon His people through Jesus, but in verse 2, we find that His 
people have squandered the gifts and resources that God has already provided them, almost like the 
prodigal son.  I think this verse provides a possible response as to how to articulate why we should live a 
life of service to others instead of a hedonistic life. 

 If you walk through the supermarket check stand, you will likely see publications detailing 
examples of how people have gone in pursuit of material wealth and pleasure only to find out that once 
the euphoria is over, life comes crashing down, but that’s just Hollywood, right?  That’s not reality, right?  
Unfortunately, many of our young people (and some not so young) make the same choices, albeit on a 
much smaller scale, than these celebrities.  Instead of the high life, which is nothing but fantasy, our 
young people are hands down the loneliest, most depressed, and have the highest suicide rate of any 
generation we’ve now so far.  This is true despite Millennials being the most communicative and 
connected generation that we’ve ever seen.  Most of that communication is very superficial, however.   

 This is how Satan works.  With all due respect to the late Flip Wilson, the Devil doesn’t “Make 
you do it.”  He entices you to accept a cheap substitute instead of God’s legitimate love for you and the 
Devil knows how to tempt each and every one of you.  Maybe he gets you to accept lust over love.  
Maybe he gets you to accept drugs or alcohol instead of the love of your friends and family.  Maybe he 
gets you to accept a career over friends and family.  Satan isn’t stupid.  He knows how to custom tailor 
that temptation for you.  Each and everyone of us has taken the bait at least once in our lives and we’ve 
all regretted doing it.  So, don’t take the bait.  Don’t buy the fake Rolex.  Mic Jagger was right, he couldn’t 
find satisfaction pursuing a hedonistic lifestyle.  It doesn’t provide any lasting satisfaction then, and it still 
doesn’t.   

 So how can we help our young people in particular?  During the teenage years, the brain rewires 
itself and the part of it that handles consequences doesn’t fully develop until around age 25.  That’s why 
when you ask a teenager, “What were you thinking?”  and they answer, “I don’t know.”  They probably 



  

don’t.  We need to help them think, so instead of telling them, ask guiding questions and point out 
examples.  Ask what young people want out of their relationships with other people.  Point out examples 
of healthy relationships and unhealthy relationships.  Do they feel that they are being used by the other 
person, or do they feel their relationships are satisfying?  My uncle for example is in his early seventies 
and he’s never stopped dating, even when he was married.  When I saw him at my sister’s wedding a 
few years ago, I sensed that he had a lot of regret for the choices he had made.  When I look at many of 
you, I see how you have worked tirelessly to care for spouses who can no longer care for themselves.  
You do it without even a thought of your own needs, and yet your relationships are extremely satisfying.   

 This is also true of our relationship with God.  If we continue to grow in our faith and it the Holy 
Spirit develops it into a mature faith, we can live our lives without the fear and worry about what the 
future holds.  Pandemics, riots, and wars are no match for what God can accomplish and all of these 
things are temporary.   

 So, don’t sell yourself short.  Don’t buy the counterfeit.  Don’t buy the fake Rolex that Satan is 
selling.  He doesn’t give refunds or exchanges.  Don’t squander your gifts that God has given you.  God 
has blessed you with many gifts.  Use them for His glory.  Jesus already paid the price to provide them.  
Just like Israel, be prepared for others to seek you out to learn about Jesus.  God created us to be in 
healthy relationships with Him and our neighbor.  Use your gifts to strengthen those relationships.  Come 
to the table to eat Jesus’ body and blood.  Eat the rich food that God provides.  Nurture and build up that 
relationship.  Accept no substitutes. 

In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 
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Quotations from Scripture come from: 
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