
  

Sermon Title: “Who do you obey?”        

April 19th, 2020 – 2nd Sunday in Easter 

Text: Acts 5:29-42 
   
Theme:  Yes, death stinks, but thanks to Jesus, death doesn’t have the final say 

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Christ is Risen! He is risen, indeed.  Hallelujah! As we have been meeting online for over 
a month now, there is a great debate regarding the government’s recent actions preventing us 
from meeting due to COVID-19.  A Pastor from a megachurch in Tampa, Florida was recently 
arrested for holding large services despite the ban.  Most Churches, including ours, have turned 
to some type of online service.  Persecution of the Church is nothing new and we have seen it 
elsewhere in the world, but it seems like a relatively new phenomenon here.  The first verse of 
our 1st Lesson is often sited by those who disobey the government as their justification for doing 
so.  As this question often comes up and it is something we are currently faced with, it seems 
appropriate to take a look at the question of, “When should I comply with the Government, and 
when should I disobey?”   

First, I think we need some background on today’s lesson.  This lesson takes place after 
Peter and the Disciples have received the Holy Spirit as reported by John in our Gospel lesson.  
Peter and the Disciples have already been charged with Jesus to proclaim the Gospel, that Jesus 
is the promised Messiah as promised in the Old Testament, particularly in Daniel 7:13-14.  “13I 
saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of 
man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14And to him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that 
shall not be destroyed.”  Much of the Apostle’s earliest preaching dealt with how Jesus fulfilled 
this particular prophecy.  So Peter and the Disciples have already had one run in with the 
Sanhedrin following Peter preaching in the Temple and winning many converts to Christianity, at 
this point still a Jewish sect.  They’ve already been beaten and imprisoned once, and now 



  

they’re back.  Caiaphas and company want to execute them, but that would mean another trip 
to see Pilate.  In walks Gamaliel, Paul’s Rabbi.  Our translation says that Gamaliel was held in 
“honor” by all parties, but that isn’t the full story.  Gamaliel was one of only about five Rabbis 
with Smikah (Authority) to give his own interpretation of Scripture.  Every other Rabbi would 
have to say, “Well Rabbi Fred said this, Rabbi Bob said this. . .”  To be certified as having Smikah, 
you had to be certified by two other Rabbis who were already certified.  This is why Jesus was 
constantly being challenged by the Pharisees because He would speak on His own authority.   

So, Gamaliel was the most respected Scholar of his day, so when Gamaliel spoke, people 
listened, even the High Priest.  People also listened to Paul, because they believed everything 
He said was essentially Gamaliel saying it.  The Disciples are put outside the meeting while 
Gamaliel addresses the Sanhedrin.  He reminds them of two false Messiahs and what came to 
them.  Gamaliel tells the Sanhedrin that if these men are from God, do not oppose them, it’s 
pointless.  If they are not, their movement will amount to nothing and will collapse upon itself.  
The Sanhedrin then accepts what Gamaliel advises them, well sort of.  He recommends that 
they let Peter and Company go, and they do, but first they beat them once again and charge 
them not to do anymore teaching in the name of Jesus.  The Apostles had no intention of 
stopping and they didn’t. 

So, getting back to the Covid-19 quarantine, is this our Acts 5:29 moment?  To answer 
that question, I think we need a little more information.  I recently received an article written by 
Constitutional Attorneys, whose job is to provide legal advise to Congress.  According to the 
article, the courts have ruled that since quarantine orders substantially limit one’s liberty, 
people do have a right to challenge them in court.  According to the authors, the courts would 
weigh the government’s interest versus the individual’s interests and then make a decision.  The 
Supreme Court last ruled on this issue back in 2014 when a nurse was detained for 80 hours 
after she was potentially exposed to the Ebola virus.  In that case the Court ruled that the 
government acted properly, but indicated that the length of time was a deciding factor.  In the 
Covid-19 situation, the authors feel that the government’s interests in reducing the spread of a 
potentially fatal communicable disease is a very strong compelling interest.   The authors also 
said that the Court would also take into account if the meeting ban only applied to religious 
organizations or if it applied to all meetings.   

While we can certainly sympathize with Peter and the other Apostles, I think our 
situation today is a little different.  Caiaphas’ goal was clearly to prevent the Apostles from 
preaching in the name of Jesus, something that Jesus had already specifically tasked them to do.  



  

Today, our government’s actions are still temporary and apply to religious gatherings and non-
religious gatherings alike.  The length of time will be a major factor in determining if the 
government is truly interested in restricting the sharing of the Gospel, or not.  Hopefully, we are 
able to meet again soon.   

If we look at history, some of the Church’s best work has been under periods of 
persecution.  It was technically illegal to be a Christian in the Roman Empire from 68 AD – 318 
AD with the Edict of Milan.  During that time period we saw Christianity grow rapidly, but it also 
sustained some of the worst persecution.  Reformers were also persecuted by the Church and 
the State during the Middle Ages, and many of us are still aware of the persecution of Christians 
that Communist governments inflicted on Christians.  We hear about these, but we hear very 
little about the Christian shopkeeper who is forced by the State to violate her religious 
convictions to serve someone who violates her conscience, or Washington State’s “Open 
Bathroom” policy and how it applies to Churches and Parochial Schools.  Jesus warned us that 
the World would hate us because it first hated Him.  We are getting just a taste of what the rest 
of the world is enduring.   

So, how can you tell if you are having an Acts 5:29 moment?  Perhaps these guidelines 
will help. 

1. Is the goal to restrict religious liberty or restrict the spread of the Gospel, or is 
the goal something else? 

2. Is the infringement only being applied to Christians, or is it being applied equally 
to all? 

3. Are these restrictions temporary or permanent? 

4. Are there any work arounds for the restrictions where you can still share the 
Gospel and comply? 

5. Is God trying to open your eyes to new ways of sharing the Gospel that you 
haven’t considered? 

Sooner or later, we are all going to have a personal Acts 5:29 moment where we will 
have to choose between our Faith and the World.  We need to be prepared to cling to Jesus and 
be prepared to lose whatever the cost will be.  Hopefully, this will give you some help in 
navigating your way through it.  As I have said before, our District President, Rev. Dr. Paul 



  

Linnemann does not believe the government’s efforts to curb the Covid-19 Pandemic are 
currently an attempt to stifle religious liberties and neither do I at this point in time.  I have 
seen, however, how God has used this Pandemic to reach people who would not normally show 
up at Church.  Many congregations have reported an increase in attendance since they went to 
an online format.  Shut-ins have been able to participate in worship for the first time in quite a 
while.  Others have clicked on a Church service because their world view has come crashing 
down on them.  They have no hope and are looking for it.  God reaches people where they are 
at.  Yes, one day we will have to face that moment when we will have to pay a price for our 
faith.  I have no qualms about paying that price, but I do pray for the discernment as to whether 
God is sending me down a different ministry path or is it truly a 5:29 moment?  Pray. Pray. Pray.  
As Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to the Apostles, He also did for you through your Baptism.  Listen to 
the Spirit.  He will guide you. 

 In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 

Timothy Quindt,  
Licensed Lay Deacon 
(503) 358-0770 
tquindt@hotmail.com 

Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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