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While the early church often identified the 
author of Hebrews as Paul (and that opinion 
persevered through many editions of the King 
James and the Revised Standard Version 
translations), the opinions of some of the 
early church fathers ranged from author 
unknown (Origen) to Barnabas (Jerome). By 
Martin Luther’s day, analysis of the written 
style more and more precluded Paul while 
textual analysis recognized similarities with 
Paul’s theological content. Modern 
authorities tend to support Luther’s 
suggestion that the author was Apollos, a 
Hellenized Jew from Alexandria who often 
worked in conjunction with Paul and bears mention in the Book of Acts and elsewhere in the 
New Testament. 

The Hebrews addressed by the letter were Hebrews recently converted to Christianity. Their 
familiarity with the Old Testament and their adherence to God the Father both mark them as 
similar to those of us somewhat familiar with the church and Christian doctrine. 

Chapter 1 — The Son as Revelation of the Glory of the Father 

Chapter 1: 1 - 4 

- In these verses, how does the writer rely upon the religious background of the audience? 
- How important, in general, is the Old Testament? Some reasons? 
- List some of the ways that the Son glorifies the Father. 
- The great problem in the Old Testament is sin and God’s promise of grace while He requires 

exacting perfection. How does the Son solve that apparent problem? 
- Not unusually, many then and now pointed to Jesus as an angel, a supernatural being created 

by God. How does the writer address that notion? 

Chapter 1: 5 - 12 (Deal with these verses 1 at a time. A good set of notes will include citation 
and discussion of the Old Testament references.) 

- Again, how is the writer addressing the knowledge and religious background of the reader? 
- Look at the verses and references one by one. How important are/were the Psalms to the 

Jews? 



Hebrews 2

Chapter 1: 13 - 14 

- Here, the writer uses a bit of logic on top of Hebrew religious knowledge. How does this 
prove that Jesus was not an angel? 

As an introduction how persuasive might this have been to the intended audience? How 
important are these opening points to us? 


