
  

Sermon Title: “No question too foolish”        

May 10th, 2020 – 5th Sunday in Easter 

Text: John 14:1-14 
   
Theme:  Even Jesus’ Disciples ask some foolish questions, but Jesus still loves them and answers 
them. 

What’s in it for me?   

Sermon Text:   

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Christ is Risen! He is risen, indeed.  Hallelujah!  As you may or may not know, we follow a 
3-year lectionary where each year we focus on one of the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke).  John is mixed in every year at various times.  This year we focus on Matthew, but the 
Easter season is a time where Luke’s sequel, Acts, and John are a point of focus.  Even though 
we examine today’s Gospel reading in a post-resurrection timeframe, this conversation that 
Jesus is having with His Disciples likely takes place on Good Friday, during the Passover Feast, 
the very same feast where Jesus washes the Disciples’ feet, He institutes the Lord’s Supper, and 
He calls out Judas Iscariot for his betrayal.  This is a deeply intimate conversation with Jesus’ 
closest friends and is part of a longer, multi-chapter conversation, in which Jesus has already 
disclosed to them that He will be crucified and arrested. 

Jesus begins this conversation trying to reassure His closest Disciples that they will be ok.  
There is a place in Heaven for them and Jesus will first prepare a place for them and then return 
to collect them.  Jesus will have the final say.  Not Rome, not the Sanhedrin.  No one else, but 
Jesus.  Jesus then tells the Disciples that they know where He is about to go, because He’s told 
them several times, but sure enough they are clueless, and in their ignorance, Thomas first 
speaks up saying that they have no idea where He is going.  Time for another “I AM” statement 
from Jesus.  This time it’s the “I AM the way, the truth, and the Life.  No one comes to the 
Father except through me.”  In other words, Jesus is the only way to Heaven for sinful human 
beings.  There is no way we can earn our way to Heaven.  We don’t make the cut. 

Jesus then goes on to tell the Disciples, that if they truly knew Him, then they would 
already know the Father.  In other words, they really don’t know God as well as they thought 



  

they do, but Jesus now signals a change telling them from this point forward, they do know the 
Father and have seen Him.  Despite being with Jesus non-stop for three years or more, The 
Father is the person of the Trinity that Jesus’ followers were most familiar with.  Jesus is 
essentially claiming to be Yahweh here, but His Disciples are struggling with this concept. 

Philip then opens his mouth telling Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for 
us,” (Verse 8).  Needless to say Philip doesn’t realize what he is asking of Jesus.  Whenever a 
Holy God shows Himself to an unholy people, death ensues.  In order for God to reveal himself 
to people, He must construct protective barriers so that we will not die.  That is why Moses only 
got the faintest glimpse of the Father.  That is why Elijah had to hide in the cave.  That is also 
why Jesus came to us.  He is the only way we can see the Father and live, but even with Jesus, 
when unholy people intersect with a Holy God, death ensues.  Only this time, it wasn’t our 
death, Jesus did that for us too. 

So Jesus tells us that everyone who believes in Jesus will emulate the works that He 
does.  Luke details this rapid transformation from scared Disciples of Jesus into being bold 
Apostles performing miracles in His name and showing love to all, even those that forced them 
to come out their comfort zones.  The Apostles, with the exception of John, experienced 
gruesome, grizzly forms of execution and all of the Disciples endured years of torture while they 
showed nothing but love to those they encountered.  Jesus then finishes out this section of His 
conversation with the Disciples with a promise that He will grant them anything that they ask in 
His name. 

So what is the takeaway from this text?  That Jesus is the great wish giver, granting us 
everything that we can dream up to give us every pleasure in the world?  No, Jesus didn’t come 
here for that, just to be at our beckon call.  He came here to do the Father’s will, to teach us to 
love others the way He loves us, and to enable us unholy people to have access to a Holy Father 
without dying.  Jesus makes that possible, even when we don’t understand. 

In our text today, we see Thomas and Philip make a couple of foolish requests of Jesus 
without comprehending what they were asking.  Even so, Jesus still grants their requests and 
uses their foolishness as a teachable moment.  When we come across spiritual infants and even 
unbelievers, we can see them pray for some rather trivial things.  A victory in a sporting event, a 
gambling win, material wealth, etc.  Some of us, many have even prayed for some of these 



  

things at least once in our lives.  Even so, Jesus still answers them, even if He uses the request as 
a teachable moment.   

During this time of online worship and social distancing, it is entirely possible that you 
may encounter people who at best have a rudimentary understanding of orthodox Christian 
theology and probably won’t be attending the Seminary in the fall.  You may hear some 
statements, including some prayer requests that are what you, more spiritually mature 
believers, might consider to be rather silly.  How we respond will have a major impact on 
whether these folks grow into a deeper relationship with Jesus, or walk away.  So how do we do 
this?  Most of us do not have a Seminary education and many of us have never even been to the 
“Holy cities” of St. Louis or Ft. Wayne.  How do we respond?  We love them, and we give them 
an answer to the best of our abilities.  Yes, Luther’s Small Catechism will help give you an easy 
to understand basic understanding of the Christian faith and it’s a good starting point in 
explaining Christian doctrine, but first and foremost, be the friend.  Show the love that Jesus 
first showed you.  No question too stupid.  No question too silly.  Just like those Disciples of old, 
Jesus answers your prayers and requests.  He was elated to introduce you to the Father and He 
is using you to extend that introduction to others.  Make these events a teachable moment.   

As we grow in our faith, our prayer requests tend to grow too.  Our focus tends to 
transition from our needs and desires to that of the concern and wellbeing of others.  We are all 
praying for a vaccine for COVID-19 and a return to normal life, but what is the focus of your 
prayer.  Spiritually younger folks will focus on how this pandemic is impacting them.  They want 
the vaccine for themselves so they can resume a normal life.  Spiritually mature believers on the 
other hand are focused on getting this help to others, particularly those who are the most high 
risk, including the elderly, high risk, and poor.  Jesus has already prepared a room for them and 
they know that Jesus has this covered.  They can relax and focus on the needs of others.  We 
need to be more like this.  This is how we can engage our community around us and do the 
works that Jesus did.  He’s not calling us to die on the Cross in this instance, but He is calling us 
to love the people around us.  In the days of coronavirus paranoia, it is easy to look at the 
people we encounter as a threat and to forget who we are.  We need to show people that we 
can still be respectful and physically distance as necessary, but still show love to the people 
around us. 

Jesus loves to say, “Yes” to requests such as these.  God is greater than COVID-19 and He 
will lead us out of this pandemic.  When we show love to those around us, we extend that love 
to them.  Because of Jesus’ atoning sacrifice, when we see Him, we see our Heavenly Father.  



  

Jesus is preparing a warm reception for us in Heaven, but He wants us to introduce others to 
the Father in His name.  As Jesus and the Father, along with the Holy Spirit have unity, we too 
must show that unity to the world.  We do that by loving others.  Be the friend that Jesus wants 
you to be.  Step out of your comfort zone.  All questions answered.  Even the silly and foolish 
ones.  Even yours. 

 In Jesus name, 

 Amen. 
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Quotations from Scripture come from: 

Various Authors. The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
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